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CHAPTER 17

4:59 Believers! Obey Allah and obey His Messenger 
and those among you with authority. If you have a 

disagreement about anything, refer it to Allah and His 
Messenger if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. 
This is the best and fairest way to settle a dispute.

4:60 Have you not noticed those who act like they believe in that which 
has been revealed to you and that which was revealed before you? They 
wish to seek the judgment of Satan, although they have been commanded 
to deny him, and Satan wishes to lead them astray into grievous sin. And 
when it is said to them, “Come and be judged by what Allah has revealed 
and by His Messenger,” you see them turn their heads in disgust. But how 
would they act if some disaster came upon them because of what they 
have done with their own hands? They would come to you, swearing 
by Allah, “We wish nothing but goodwill and reconciliation.” But Allah 
knows the secrets of their hearts. Therefore, turn away from them and 
warn them, speaking words that will pierce their souls.
4:64 We have sent messengers only so that people will obey them by Allah’s 
permission. If the people hurt themselves by their own error, and they 
came to you to ask Allah’s forgiveness, and you asked Allah’s forgiveness 
on their behalf, they would certainly have found Allah forgiving and 
merciful. But no, I swear by your Lord, they will not believe until they 
make you judge in all their disputes. Then they will have no doubt in the 
fairness of your judgment and will entirely submit to you.
4:66 If We had commanded them, “Lay down your lives,” or “Abandon 
your homes,” only a few of them would have obeyed. But if they had done 
as they were commanded, it would have been better for them and it would 
have strengthened their faith. We would have given them of Ourselves a 
great reward and guided them to the right path.
4:69 Those who obey Allah and His Messenger will live with the messen-
gers and the saints and the martyrs and the righteous. What wonderful 
company! This is the bounty of Allah, and Allah’s infinite knowledge is 
sufficient. Believers! Be cautious, and either march forward in groups 
or advance all together. There are some among you who are sure to 
hang back, and if a disaster came upon you, would say, “Allah has dealt 
with us graciously because we were not in the battle.” If, however, you 
were met with victory, they, as if there were no friendship between you, 
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would say, “If only I had been with them! Surely I would have been 
greatly successful!”
4:74 Let those who would sell the life of this world for the world to come 
fight for Allah’s cause [jihad]. Whoever fights for Allah’s cause, whether 
he is killed or is victorious, We will grant him a great reward. How could 
you not fight for Allah’s cause? For the weak men, women, and children 
who plead, “Lord! Rescue us from this city of oppressors [Mecca]. Send us 
a protector from Your presence; send a defender from Your presence.”
4:76 The believers fight for Allah’s cause [jihad] and the unbelievers fight 
for Satan. Therefore, fight against the friends of Satan. Truly Satan’s 
strategy is weak.
4:77 Look at those who were told, “Lay down your arms of war for a time, 
attend to your prayers, and pay the poor tax.” When they were told to 
resume fighting, some of them feared their fellow man more than they 
should have feared Allah, and said, “Lord! Why have you commanded 
us to fight? Why could you not have given us a longer respite?” Say: The 
joys of this world are fleeting. The world to come will be better for those 
of you who fear Allah, and you will never be treated unfairly in the least. 
Wherever you are, death will find you, even if you lock yourselves in high 
towers! If something good happens to them they say, “This is from Allah,” 
but if something evil happens to them they say, “It was the Messenger’s 
fault.” Say: Everything is from Allah! But what is wrong with these people 
that they fail to understand what is told to them?
4:79 Whatever good comes to you is from Allah, but whatever evil happens 
to you is from yourself. We have sent you to mankind as a Messenger, and 
Allah is sufficient as your witness. Those who obey the Messenger obey 
Allah. As for those who turn away from you, We have not sent you to 
watch over them.
4:81 They promise obedience to you, but when they leave you, they gather 
together at night and plan to do other than what you say. Allah writes 
down all they say. Therefore, leave them alone and put your trust in Al-
lah. Allah is sufficient as your protector. Will they not study the Koran? 
Were it not from Allah, they surely would have found many contradic-
tions in it. And when they hear any news, whether it is good or bad, they 
announce it to everyone. On the other hand, if they had told the Mes-
senger or those in authority, the wise among them would have learned it 
from them. If it were not for Allah’s grace and mercy, all but a few of you 
would have followed Satan!
4:84 Therefore, fight for Allah’s cause [jihad]. Do not lay the burden 
on anyone but yourself, and stir up the faithful. It may be that Allah 
will restrain the unbelievers’ fury. Allah is mightier and stronger in His 
punishment.
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4:85 Those who mediate between people for a good cause will gain from it, 
but those who mediate for an evil cause will bear the consequences. Allah 
has power over all things.

66:6 Oh, believers, save yourselves and your families from the Fire whose 
fuel is men and stones [ritual objects made from stone], over which are 
set fierce and mighty angels. They do not resist Allah’s commands, but do 
precisely what they are commanded. Oh, unbelievers, do not make ex-
cuses for yourselves this day. You are only being rewarded for your deeds. 
66:8 Oh, believers, turn to Allah in true penitence. Maybe your Lord will 
cancel your evil deeds and will bring you into the Gardens beneath which 
the rivers flow on the day when Allah will not humiliate the Messenger or 
those who have shared his faith. Their light will run before them and on 
their right hands. They will say, “Lord perfect our light, and pardon us. 
You have power over all things.”
66:9 Oh, Messenger, make war on the unbelievers and hypocrites, and be 
hard on them. Hell will be their home, and wretched is the passage to it.
66:10 Allah sets forth as an example to unbelievers the wife of Noah and 
the wife of Lot. They were under two of Our righteous servants yet they 
both deceived them, so their husbands did not help them at all against 
Allah. It was said to them, “Enter into the Fire with those who enter.”
66:11 Allah also holds forth to those who believe the example of the wife of 
Pharaoh. She said, “Lord, build me a house with you in Paradise and de-
liver me from Pharaoh and his doings and deliver me from the wicked.”
66:12 Mary, the daughter of Imran who guarded her chastity and into 
whose womb We breathed of Our spirit, accepted the words of her Lord 
and of His revelations. She was one of the obedient.

the raid on the mustaliq tribe 

I725� When Mohammed heard that the Arab tribe, the Mustaliq, were 
opposed to him and were gathering against him, he set out with his army 
to attack them. He contacted them at a watering hole and combat started. 
Islam was victorious and the Mustaliq and their women, children, and 
goods were taken as spoils of war and distributed to the fighters. 

 I729 The captives of the tribe of Mustaliq were parceled out as spoils. 
There was a ransom price set upon their heads. If the ransom were not 
paid then the people were treated as spoils and slaves. Now one of them 
was a beautiful woman with a high price on her. She came to Mohammed 
and asked him to see if the price could be reduced. Mohammed had a bet-
ter idea. He would pay the ransom for the beautiful woman and she would 
become his wife. Now in spite of the fact that she was already married, 

�.     Margin note 725 of Ishaq’s Sira Rasul Allah.
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there was no problem. It was a deal. Mohammed paid the ransom and the 
beautiful woman became wife number seven.

I729 This marriage had a side effect. The captives were now related to 
Mohammed’s wife. They were all released without ransom.

the death of a poetess

I996 There was a poetess who wrote a poem against Islam. Mohammed 
said, “Who will rid me of Marwan’s daughter?” One of his followers heard 
him and on that very night he went to the woman’s home and killed her. 

M239 The assassin was able to do the work in the dark as the woman 
slept. Her other children lay in the room, but her babe lay on her breast. 
The stealthy assassin removed the child and drove the knife into her with 
such force that he pined her to the bed.

I996 In the morning he went to Mohammed and told him. Mohammed 
said, “You have helped Allah and his Apostle.” When asked about the con-
sequences, Mohammed said, “Two goats won’t butt their heads together 
over this.”

M239 Mohammed turned to the people in the mosque, he said, “If you 
wish to see a man who has assisted Allah and his Prophet, look here.” 
Omar cried, “What, the blind Omeir!” “No,” said Mohammed, “call him 
Omeir the Seeing.”

I996 The poetess had five sons and the assassin went to them and said, 
“I killed Bint Marwan, Oh sons. Withstand me if you can; don’t keep me 
waiting.” Islam became powerful that day and many became Muslims 
when they saw the power of Islam.


