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the battle that changed the world
CHAPTER 11

64:12 So obey Allah and His messenger. But if you turn 
your backs to them, Our messenger is not to blame, for his 
duty is only to deliver Our warning clearly. Allah! There is 
no god but Him! Let the faithful put their trust in Allah.

Mohammed is the ideal jihadist. His acts are the basis for every 
tactic and strategy of Islam.

When small acts of violence and theft work well, Islam com-
mits to larger acts of violence. The first level of violent jihad is 
crime.

The killing of nonbelievers is a joyful, sacred act.

Jihad uses torture of non-Muslims for the benefit of Islam.

In jihad, family can kill family.

Allah will help the jihadists to kill and destroy the 
non-Muslims.

Jihad takes wealth from the non-Muslims by force.

Killing prisoners-of-war is acceptable in jihad.

A Muslim hears and obeys the Islamic war leader’s every word.

A jihadist is superior to an ordinary Muslim.

Battle follows battle. Jihad is unceasing.

 
fighting in allah’s cause—badr

I428� Mohammed heard that Abu Sufyan was coming with a large 
caravan of thirty to forty Quraysh from Syria. Mohammed called the 
Muslims together and said, “Go out and attack it, perhaps Allah will give 
us the prey.”

I428 As the caravan approached Medina, Abu Sufyan became worried 
and questioned every rider on the road about Mohammed. Then he heard 
intelligence that indeed Mohammed was going to attack. He sent out a fast 
rider to Mecca for aid.

�.  Margin note 428 of Ishaq’s Sira Rasul Allah.
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the battle that changed the world

I433 Mohammed and his men headed out of Medina for what was to 
prove to be one of the most important battles in all of history, a battle that 
would change the world forever.

 I435 Mohammed was cheered. He said, “I see the enemy dead on the 
ground.” They headed towards Badr where they camped near there for the 
night. He sent several scouts to the well at Badr and the scouts found two 
slaves with water camels. They felt sure they were from the Quraysh cara-
van and brought back them back to Mohammed. Two of Mohammed’s 
men questioned them as Mohammed was nearby praying. The men re-
plied that they were from the Quraysh. Mohammed’s men began to beat 
them and torture the slaves as Mohammed prayed.

I436 Mohammed told his men that the slaves told them the truth until 
they started to beat and torture them. Then the slaves had lied but it had 
been the lie that they wanted to hear. Mohammed asked the men how 
many of the Quraysh there were and who were the leaders of the Quraysh. 
When they told him he was delighted and told his warriors that Mecca had 
sent their best men to be slaughtered.

 I439-440 Both armies had an idea of the location of the other. Moham-
med went ahead to chose a place to camp and set up for battle on the 
morrow.

I440-444 The Quraysh marched forth at daybreak. The battle started.
I445 Some arrows flew and one Muslim was killed. Mohammed ad-

dressed his army. “By Allah, every man who is slain this day by fighting 
with courage and advancing, not retreating, will enter Paradise.” One of 
his men had been eating dates said, “You mean that there is nothing be-
tween me and Paradise except being killed by the Quraysh?” He flung the 
dates to the side, picked up his sword and set out to fight. He got his wish 
and was killed later.

I445 One of Mohammed’s men asked what makes Allah laugh? Moham-
med answered, “When he plunges into the midst of the enemy without 
armor.” The man removed his coat of mail, picked up his sword and made 
ready to attack.

I445 Now the two armies started to close ranks and move forward. Mo-
hammed had said that his warriors were not to start until he gave the order. 
Now he took a handful of pebbles and threw them at the Quraysh and 
said, “Curse those faces.” The Muslims advanced. The battle had begun.

 I451 As the battle wound down, Mohammed issued orders for the 
fighters to be on the look out for Abu Jahl, the enemy of Allah, among 
the slain. He was found still fighting in a thicket. A Muslim made for him 
and cut off his lower leg. Another Muslim passed by him as Abu Jahl lay 
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dying and put his foot on his neck. The Muslim said, “Has Allah put you 
to shame, enemy of Allah?” Abu Jahl gasped, “How has He shamed me? 
Am I any more remarkable than any other you have killed?” The Muslim 
cut off his head.

I452 He took the head back to Mohammed and said, “Here is the head 
of the enemy of Allah” and threw it at Mohammed’s feet. The Prophet 
said, “Praise be to Allah.”

I455 As the bodies were dragged to a well, one of the Muslims saw the 
body of his father thrown in. He said, “My father was a virtuous, wise, 
kind, and cultured man. I had hoped he would become a Muslim. He died 
an unbeliever.” His abode is hellfire forever. Before Islam killing of kin and 
tribal brothers had been forbidden since the dawn of time. After Islam 
brother would kill brother and sons would kill their fathers. Fighting in 
Allah’s cause—jihad.

I454 The bodies of the Quraysh were thrown into a well. The Apostle 
of Allah leaned over the well and shouted at the bodies, “Oh people of 
the well, have you found what Allah promised to be true?” The Muslims 
were puzzled by his question. Mohammed explained that the dead could 
hear him.

I456 Now it was time to take the property from the dead who could no 
longer claim what had been theirs. It was now the spoils of jihad and the 
profit of Islam. Mohammed divided it equally among all who were there. 
He took one fifth for himself.

8:1 When they ask you about the spoils of war say: The spoils belong to Al-
lah and His messenger. [This sura was written after the Battle of Badr.] 
Therefore, fear Allah and settle your arguments. Obey Allah and His 
messenger if you are truly believers.

 I459 Off they set for Medina with the spoils of war and the prisoners to 
be ransomed. Except for one prisoner, who had spoken against Moham-
med. He was brought in front of the Prophet to be killed and before the 
sword struck, he asked, “Who will care for my family?”

M230 The Prophet replied, “Hell!” After he fell dead, Mohammed said, 
“Unbeliever in Allah and his Prophet and his Book! I give thanks to Allah 
who has killed you and made my eyes satisfied.”

I476 After the battle of Badr there came about an entire sura of the Ko-
ran. The eighth chapter is called War Treasure or Booty and also the Spoils 
of War. The idea of the battle of Badr was Mohammed’s. Many of the 
Muslims had no desire to go to war. The armed Muslims wanted to attack 
the caravan, not the army.

mohammed, allah, and the mind of war
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the battle that changed the world

I477 The Muslims were not alone. No, Allah sent a thousand angels to 
help kill those who worshiped in the ancient ways and rituals. To resist 
Mohammed was a death sentence from Allah. When a Muslim meets a 
non-Muslim in war, they should never turn their backs, except as a tactical 
maneuver. A Muslim fighting in Allah’s cause must face the enemy. To not 
do so brings on the wrath of Allah and the judgment of Hell.

8:2 The true believers are the ones whose hearts tremble with fear at 
the mention of Allah and whose faith grows stronger when His rev-
elations are revealed to them and in Him they put their trust. True 
believers are dedicated to their prayers and give generously from that 
which We have given them. These are truly the believers. They will be 
raised up and receive forgiveness from their Lord, and they will receive 
generous provisions.
8:5 Remember how your Lord commanded you to leave your homes to 
fight for the truth, but some of the believers were opposed to it? They 
disputed the truth after you had revealed it, as if they were being led to 
certain death before their eyes.
8:7 And when Allah promised that you would defeat one of the two groups 
of enemies, you wished to attack the group that was defenseless. [Mo-
hammed had started out to attack a large, unarmed Meccan caravan. 
But a thousand-man army from Mecca arrived to protect the caravan.] 
But Allah wished to justify the truth of His words and to cut the unbeliev-
ers down so that the truth would triumph and the lies would be shown 
false, much to the opposition of the guilty.
8:9 Remember when you begged your Lord for help and He said, “I will 
send the ranks of a thousand angels to your aid?” Allah gave this as a 
message of good news to bring them hope for victory only comes from 
Allah. Allah is mighty and wise.
8:11 Remember when sleep overcame you, a sign of His reassurance? 
He sent down rain from the heavens to make you clean and to rid 
you of the grime of Satan, to strengthen your hearts and steady your 
feet. [The rain before the battle muddied the ground and hindered the 
Meccan cavalry.]
8:12 Then your Lord spoke to His angels and said, “I will be with you. Give 
strength to the believers. I will send terror into the unbelievers’ hearts, cut 
off their heads and even the tips of their fingers!” This was because they 
opposed Allah and His messenger. Ones who oppose Allah and His mes-
senger will be severely punished by Allah. We said, “This is for you! Taste 
it and know that the unbelievers will receive the torment of the Fire.”
8:15 Believers! When you meet the unbelievers marching into battle, do 
not turn your back to them to retreat. Anyone who turns his back on 
them, unless it is for a tactical advantage or to join another company, will 
incur Allah’s wrath and Hell will be his home, truly a tortuous end. It was 
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not you, but Allah, that killed them. It was not you whose blows destroyed 
them, but Allah destroyed them so that He might give the believers a gift 
from Himself. Allah is all-hearing and all-knowing. Therefore, Allah will 
certainly thwart the plans of the unbelievers.
8:19 Meccans! If you sought a judgment, it has now come to you. If you 
cease in your persecution of the believers, it will be better for you, but 
if you continue in your war against the faithful, so will We continue 
to help them. Your vast forces will be no match for Us for Allah stands 
with the faithful.

I478 When Mohammed speaks, a Muslim has only one choice. Listen 
and obey.

8:20 Believers! Be obedient to Allah and His messenger, and do not turn 
your backs now that you know the truth. Do not be like the ones who say, 
“We hear,” but do not obey.

 I480 If those who practice the old religions will submit to Islam then all 
will be forgiven. Only submission to Islam will save the unbeliever.

8:38 Tell the unbelievers that if they change their ways, then they would be 
forgiven for their past. If, however, they continue to sin, let them remem-
ber the fate of those who came before them. Fight against them until they 
stop persecuting you, and Allah’s religion reigns sovereign over all others. 
If they cease, Allah knows all they do, but if they turn their backs, know 
that Allah is your protector—an excellent helper.

 I481 After war and victory there is the spoils of war. One fifth is to go to 
the Apostle, Allah’s prophet.

8:41 Know that a fifth of all your spoils of war [the traditional cut for the 
leader was a fourth] belong to Allah, to His messenger, to the messenger’s 
family, the orphans, and needy travelers. Sincerely believe in Allah and in 
what was sent down to you through His messenger on the day of victory 
when the two armies met. Allah is powerful over all things.

The Koran describes how Allah helped the Muslims destroy the 
unbelievers.

8:42 Remember when you were camped on the near side of the valley and 
the unbelievers were on the far side with the caravan below you? If you 
had made an agreement to meet in battle [against the caravan], you 
surely would have failed, but you went into battle [against the unbeliev-
ers army], nevertheless, so that Allah could accomplish his goal that those 
who were destined to die would die and so those who were meant to live 
would live. Allah hears and knows all.

mohammed, allah, and the mind of war
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the battle that changed the world

8:43 Allah showed your enemies to you in a dream as an army few in 
number. If He had shown you a large army, you certainly would have 
been frightened and you would have had arguments among yourselves. 
But Allah spared you this for He knows your deepest secrets. And when 
you met them in battle, He made them appear to you as fewer in number 
than in reality so that Allah might carry out what had to be done. All 
things return to Allah.

 I482 In war (jihad) remember Allah all the time and you will prevail. 
Obey Mohammed, don’t argue with him or each other. Don’t quit, don’t 
lose morale. Allah will see that you prevail. And when the unbelievers are 
slain, their troubles have just begun. Allah will use his angels to torture 
them forever.

8:45 Believers! When you confront their army stand fast and pray to Allah 
without ceasing so that you will be victorious. Obey Allah and His mes-
senger, and do not argue with one another for fear that you will lose cour-
age and strength. Be patient for Allah is with the patient. Do not be like 
the Meccans who left home bragging and full of vainglory. They prevent 
others from following Allah’s path, but Allah knows all that they do.
8:48 Satan made their sinful acts seem acceptable to them, and he said, 
“No one will defeat you this day, and I will be there to help you.” When 
the two armies came within sight of one another, however, he quickly 
fled saying, “I am finished with you for I can see things which you cannot 
[the angels were helping to kill the unbelievers]. I fear Allah for Allah’s 
punishment is severe.”
8:49 The hypocrites [Muslims who were weak in their faith] and those 
with diseased hearts said, “Their religion has misled the Muslims.” But 
those who have faith in Allah will discover that Allah is mighty and wise. 
If only you could witness the angels carrying off the unbelievers’ souls! 
They slash their faces and backs saying, “Taste the torment of the Fire!”

 I483-4 Mohammed is to encourage war and lead the believers to war. 
With Allah 20 Muslims can kill and vanquish 200 of the non-Muslims. 
And 100 Muslims can destroy 1000 of the non-Muslims. The unbelievers 
are ignorant and easily defeated by jihad. Take no prisoners until Islam 
has made all submit. Forget the ransom and the money, submission of the 
non-believers is all that matters.

8:65 Messenger! Call the faithful to fight. If there are among you twenty 
who will stand fast, they will overcome two hundred; and if there are a 
hundred of you, they will overcome a thousand unbelievers for they lack 
understanding. Allah has now lessened your burden because He knows 
that there is weakness in you. If there are among you a hundred men 
who will stand fast, they will overcome two hundred; and if there are a 
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thousand among you, they will, by the permission of Allah, overcome two 
thousand. Allah is with the steadfast.
8:67 A prophet should not take prisoners of war until he has fought and 
slaughtered in the land. You desire the bounty of the world, but Allah 
desires the bounty for you of the world to come. Allah is mighty and wise. 
If there had not been a prior command from Allah, you would have been 
punished severely for what you had taken. But now enjoy the spoils you 
have taken, which are lawful and good, but fear Allah. Allah is forgiving 
and merciful.

the raid on the tribe of b. sulaym

I540-543, T1365 Seven days after Mohammed returned from Badr, 
there were four more armed raids, but no contact with the enemy, the 
unbelievers.

 I484 Mohammed was now a political force unlike any ever seen in his-
tory. The fusion of religion and politics with a universal mandate created a 
historic force that is permanent. There will be no peace until all the world 
is Islam. The spoils of war will provide the wealth of Islam. The awe of 
Mohammed is the fear of Allah.

B1,7,331 The Prophet said, “I have been given five things which 
were not given to anyone else before me.

1. Allah made me victorious by awe, by His frightening my en-
emies for a distance of one month’s journey.

2. The earth has been made for me and for my followers a place 
for praying and to perform my rituals, therefore anyone of my fol-
lowers can pray wherever the time of a prayer is due.

3. The spoils of war has been made Halal (lawful) for me yet it 
was not lawful for anyone else before me.

4. I have been given the right of intercession on the Day of 
Resurrection.

5. Every Prophet used to be sent to his nation but only I have 
been sent to all mankind.

Mohammed left Mecca as a preacher and prophet. He entered Medina 
with about 150 Muslim converts. After a year in Medina, there were about 
250-300 Muslims and most of them were very poor. After the battle of 
Badr, a new Islam emerged. Mohammed rode out of Medina as a politi-
cian and general. Islam became an armed political force with a religious 
motivation, jihad.

mohammed, allah, and the mind of war
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