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	Description


An Abridged Koran: The Reconstructed Historical Koran

The standard Koran is arranged by length of the chapter, not chronologically. The longest chapter is at the beginning and the shortest chapters are at the end. This makes it confusing and difficult to understand.

Mohammed is the key to the Koran. When his life is integrated into the verses, the context is restored. This is the way the Koran originally unfolded. It was recorded over the course of Mohammed’s life. When you weave Mohammed into the Koran, it becomes an epic story that ends with the triumph of Islam over all of Arabia.

Approximately half of the Koran is repetition. For instance, the story of Moses is told 39 times. AN ABRIDGED KORAN has been condensed by eliminating the repetitive verses. Now you can read the Koran and understand it.

AN ABRIDGED KORAN recreates the historical order of the Koran of Mohammed’s day. The first chapters start with Mohammed’s first recitation and the last chapters are those he recited before he died. Mohammed’s life gives the Koran clarity, meaning, and order.

AN ABRIDGED KORAN is identical to A SIMPLE KORAN except it has all of the repetition removed. Read AN ABRIDGED KORAN. It will change the way you see world events and the Islamic world.

The Islamic Trilogy—Koran, Sira, Hadith

Islam is a political system, a culture and a religion based upon the Koran, Sira (life of Mohammed), and Hadith (the Traditions). The Islamic Trilogy series integrates the three primary texts to reveal the entire Islamic political doctrine of the treatment of non-Muslims. The Trilogy is authoritative and fact-based. All content can be confirmed by the use of reference numbers in the primary source documents.
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			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		DhummitudeNorth 
		(verified owner) 		– March 6, 2016
	


	I have never read the Koran before despite having travelled extensively in Muslim countries and read on many Eastern religions.

It took me two days to read the ‘Abridged Koran’ of Dr. Warner, which as the author himself writes is more of a study guide before beginning to read the real Koran. Now I have the context of history and other Muslim scriptures in order make sense of the Koran.

The Abridged Koran is an easy read but a disturbing read. You have heard of Christian and Hindu monks take a bath before reading their scriptures? I had to take a shower *after* reading the Koran because I felt spiritually unclean. It was like sitting through a non-stop horror movie with no breaks. I kept waiting for the good parts, the positive sections to begin. They never did. I found a minority of moral teachings scattered here and there, and just a few poetic descriptions in a very hateful book. About 3/4 of the way through it became as if a blur of hurtfulness and arrogance. The task felt like counting the flies on a corpse, it was so grotesque. I kept wondering ‘how could any rational and kind person, any normal human being actually accept this book as scripture?’ and ‘If they do and can, do we want such people in our country?’ After I completed my read, all I could think of was: ‘We must take steps to see this religion far away from us, and if possible destroyed permanently, erased from the planet except in history. I don’t care if people become Bahai’s, atheists, agnostics, Baptists or worship trees and dance around the Maypole naked. *Anything* but Islam will be a vast improvement’ in individual and group consciousness.

I learned why Muslims do things, why some get very upset and even violent when certain things happen. There are scriptural precedents. For example, ‘preventing’  Muslims from going to pray. Abu Jahl is criticized in the Koran for holding back a Muslim, his servant, who wants to pray. Perhaps employers at companies that do not eagerly pay for and permit pray times are likewise considered evil. Why ISIL Muslims degrade and abuse their enemies by placing a foot on the head and then turn the heads backwards after decapitating. Again Koranic precedent.

I made notes by colour-coding five tabs and writing succinct words according to my needs…

Priority 1, essential: red – fascinating fact or dangerous alert

Priority 2, very important: orange – very interesting, a warning or something unique about Islam

Priority 3, not so important: yellow – curiosity, something I didn’t know, a lead to something else, or an unanswered yet question

Priority 4, useful to know: green – Islamic trilogy facts (Koran, Hadith, Sira)

Priority 5, extra: blue – detail about the method or structure of Warner’s book

I ended up with 86 red, 129 orange, 143 yellow, 16 green and 15 blue. I find this curious because when I use a similar system reading other books, concerning the top three priorities, the ratio is usually much more bottom heavy versus top heavy. For example reading the encyclopedic Siva Purana of medieval Hinduism, or the mixed mythic and philosophical Cicero’s On the Nature of the Gods, the ratio is closer to 20/120/400. Even the brutally caste-ridden Laws of Manu of Brahminism has some nobility. The war-themed Mahabharata of the epic period of Hinduism is replete with universal teachings. By comparison, Buddhist and Christian texts have much more humanistic themes than the Koran. The only thing I felt inspired to do after reading the entire Abridged Koran, was to get out in the fresh air and sunshine. So, be prepared with some drinking water and a place to take a break, otherwise you might feel sad and negative. Reading the Abridged Koran was a pivotal experience for me, unfortunately verifying my worst fears.

With The Abridged Koran, the tag ratio from my reading was skewed to the most alarming, a lot of ‘read this and weep.’ I made almost no notes of interest regarding Dr. Warner’s book itself, further reading or even the Trilogy of Islam. The content rests squarely on the malicious, envious and otherwise anti-civil society things that the Koran itself has to say.

While a considerable amount of Abridged Koran is contextual (i.e. explanation from author but more so information from other trilogy sources such as Hadith and Sira) herein I offer only Koranic verses. So, this is an assessment of the Koran itself not Dr. Warner’s study guide to it. My next step will be to read the Koran as it commonly presented, ordered according to length not chronological (real) history, and translated by a mainstream Islamic source which presumably has no anti-Islamic ‘axe to grind’. I am giving Islam the benefit of the doubt, even though it looks like an exercise in futility.

My list is not complete, it is just what I made notes on, and a conclusion based on the gist of it. For brevity, I have reduced my own tagged quotes to a fraction or what caught my attention. I suspect that the verse numbers I quote are inaccurate as I sometimes quote the entire group of verses and Dr. Warner does not itemize them but instead writes full thoughts. All of these assessments of categories I made after reading the Koran. Although I have read and heard of others repeat some of them as part of their arguments against the atrocity and obscenity of Islam these are taken directly from my reading, not from third party sources such as websites or other books. And if I made a tag on one section of verses I didn’t necessarily add other tags if another group of verses following saying similar followed. So, in other words, these are the *minimums*, there are more than I count herein.

…………………………………………………………………………………

The following list is based on my own assessment, disregarding everybody else’s read (including the author’s), whether they agree with my own assessment or not.

Top seven themes of the Koran

1. All non-Muslims are bad just by virtue of not being Muslim. And for other reasons too

2. Non-Muslims deserve to be killed, taxed and forced to submit, simply because they are non-Muslim

3. Non-Muslims are going to hell

4. Christians are bad, Jews are really bad, Idolaters are the worst

5. Good Muslims finance holy war and if possible engage in it themselves

6. Heaven is a comfy and scenic banquet hall with beautiful women and boys, tasty drinks and lots of fountains.

7. Hell is fire with torture, and it goes on forever.

The Koran spends a lot of text space criticizing other religions and in particular the *followers* of other religions, especially Jews and Christians. The Koran doesn’t observe the nicety of distinguishing between Jews and Judaism, for example. Coming from a background of Hinduism and having a fascination for the many streams of Buddhist traditions all over the world, I find the Koran bizarre and appalling. This ‘our way or the highway’ (the ditch actually) is contrary to any Indian-origin Dharmic religion or Indian-influenced religions, which generally have a compassionate and accepting attitude to other religions, accommodating them even into their own systems (for example the historical Buddha being considered as the ninth incarnation of Vishnu). The Koran is the antithesis of Indian Islam – with its the saint worship, festivals and music . I have spent considerable time upcountry and in the cities of India (as well as lived in Buddhist regions of Southeast Asia) and pure Islam, not tempered by the modifications of Java and Cambodia etc is like something from another planet. I find Koranic Islam’s stated objections to other religions so severe as to be anti-religion. They make the Catholic Church’s ‘we know best’ perspective seem downright cosmopolitan. Bishops might disagree with my critique of their Church, even vociferously. But they are not going kill me. Probably not even mock me. Maybe ignore me.  Basically, Islam as presented in its primary scripture, the Koran, is completely incompatible with diversity and human rights. After reading the Abridged Koran I do not see Islam as a religion at all. 

I. Anti non-Muslim X 43

Ia. Anti-Jew *and* anti-Christian – X 8

example…

“Keep us on the straight and narrow path. The path of those You favour; not the path of those who anger you [the Jews] nor the path of those who go astray [The Christians].” 1:5

So, the fifth verse of the Koran, wasting no time, is anti-Jew and anti-Christian. Isn’t this the verse that is repeated daily in every mosque in the world?  I must investigate to see whose interpretation it is of those who anger and go astray. Who do Muslim scholars say it refers to? What do the Muslim man and woman in the street say it refers to? What would happen if every day at a political meeting within the first few minutes an announcement is made: ‘And by the way, the Muslims are wrong.’

Threat  – “To those of you to whom Scriptures were given: Believe in what We have sent down confirming the Scriptures you already possess before We destroy your faces and twist your heads around backwards, or curse you as we did [the Jews] who broke the Sabbath, for Allah’s commandments will be carried out.” 4:47

Ib. Anti-Jew/Judaism – X 12

examples…

“Those [Jews] who conceal any part of the Scriptures which Allah has revealed in order to gain a small profit shall ingest nothing but Fire in their stomachs. Allah will not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, and they will pay a painful price. They are the ones who buy error at the price of guidance and torture at the price of forgiveness; how intently they seek the Fire!” 2:174  

“Those to whom the Torah was given and do not follow it can be compared to a donkey who is made to carry a load of books but is unable to understand them. Those who reject Allah’s revelations are a sorry example. Allah does not guide those who do wrong.” 62:5

Jews to be eternally tortured in hell – “We gave the Scriptures and wisdom to the children of Abraham, and a grand kingdom. Some of them believe in His messenger while others turn away from him. The flames of Hell are sufficient punishment for them! Those who reject Our revelations We will cast into the Fire. As soon as their skins are burnt away. We will give them new skins so that they will truly experience the torment. Truly Allah is mighty and wise!” 4:53

Ic. Anti-Christian/Christianity – X 6

example…

“Truly this religion of yours is the only religion, and I am your Lord, so worship me. But they have broken their religion [Christianity] into sects, and yet they will all return to Us.” 21:92

The Koran is emphatically opposed to division of any religion into sects (nobody is permitted to agree to disagree, there has to be a monolithic united front). Islam rejects Jesus as divine and the concept of trinity. Jesus was either not crucified at all or didn’t die from his torture. There was no resurrection of Christ. God has no son. Islam goes to great lengths to disparage basic Christian doctrine. 

I do not know of any religion that spends so much space trying to insult other belief systems. Even in the formal intellectual debates of Tibetan Buddhists or missionary public debates of some Hindu pundit-philosophers, it is done with dignity. Islam is one long belligerent insult. It is not done in a scholarly way but disrespectful name-calling. I find this completely foreign and counter-productive (who would join a religion without rational argument, persuasion and by the exemplary life of its best examples?).  Islam is entirely in opposition to civilized society. Even the onslaughts of the Mongols and the brutal Vikings primarily they just wanted booty and they moved on after pillaging. But Islam is something much more dangerous – an *ideology* the followers of which expect submission and never want to adapt or leave. Normal rules of civil behaviour and even human self-interest don’t apply.  It is terrifying experience letting the import of the Koran sink in. When I read Abridged Koran I am left reeling from a nightmare. 

Anti-pagan/paganism – X 3

example…

All sins are forgivable except idol worship. 4:116

“Idolatry is a greater sin than murder.” 2:216

The libertarian philosophy of ‘no victim=no crime’ comes to mind here. It might be foolish, it might be a waste of time, but what harm comes of an Orthodox, Coptic, Hare Krishna or tribal religion worshipper tinkling a bell before an image of their vision of the Divine? It boggles the mind. This is not unique to Islam, of course. Judaism and Protestantism oppose worshipping God in any form also. But despite the Ten Commandments, leaders and members of those religions don’t claim that killing a human being is surpassed on the outrageous sins scale by bowing down to a golden calf.

Anti-Muslim not following Islam precisely/apostate – X 4

example…

Apostates go to hell – “Any of you who renounce your faith and die an unbeliever, will have your works count for nothing in this world and the world to come. These people will be prisoners of the Fire, where they will live forever.” 2:216

Anti non-Muslim – X 9

example…

“We give them time only hoping that they will commit more serious sins.” 3:178

Unbelievers should commit suicide – “If anyone thinks that Allah will not make His Messenger victorious in this world and the world to come, let them tie a rope to the ceiling of his house and hang himself with it. Then let him see if that course of action remedies his anger. We have sent down the Koran containing clear signs. Allah guides who He please.” 22:15

“He might destroy a portion of the unbelievers, humiliate them, and keep them from their purpose. It is none of your concern whether He forgives them or punishes them for, truly, they are evil-doers.” 3:126

Anti Jew, Christian, Zorastrian and pagan – X 1

Non-Muslims go to hell – “The unbelievers among the People of the Book [Jews, Christians and Zorastrians] and the idolaters will burn in hell for eternity. Of all the created beings, they are the most despicable.” 98:6

Anti-Islam/Muslims – X 0

…………………………………………………………………….

Hell, descriptions of – X 3

I didn’t realize that Islam was so much stick and so little carrot, much more so than the Old Testament. It is closer to the less philosophical of the Hindu and Buddhist texts, which also describe the torments of hell. Herein I am not counting verses that specify, Christians, Jews and pagans going to hell – there are some verses in the Koran that are more general, just non-Muslims.

example…

“If only you could witness the angels carrying off the unbelievers’ souls! They slash their faces and backs saying, ‘Taste the torment of Fire!'” 8:49

Hell, warnings to avoid/cursing of others to end up in/reason people go there – X 3

“Surely, you and those who worship besides Allah are nothing but fuel for Hell. You will be sent there. ” 21:98

…………………………………………………………………….

Paradise, descriptions of –  X 4

Heaven is described in great detail. But it sounds more like a Las Vegas garden with free escorts than a spiritual state. It doesn’t sound symbolic at all. It sounds rather like Hindu and Buddhist description of the afterlife.

examples…

“A few of those who lived later [after Islam was well established] will be on decorated couches,  reclining on them face to face. They will be waited on by young boys with goblets and ewers and a cup of pure wine that gives no headaches nor muddles the wine, and with fruits that are most pleasing, and with the flesh of birds that they desire. In compensation for their past good deeds, they will have houris [heavenly companions of pleasure] with big dark eyes like pearls peeking from their shells. They will not hear any vain or sinful talk, only the cry ‘Peace! Peace!’ 56:10

“Surely, the righteous will live among delights! Seated on bridal couches they will gaze around. You will see the delight on their faces. Fine wines, sealed with musk, will be given them to drink. For those who have aspirations, aspire for wine mixed with waters of Tasmin, a fountain where those close to Allah drink.” 83:22

“He rewarded their patience with Paradise and silk robes. reclining on couches, none will suffer from extreme heat or cold. Trees will shade them, and fruit will dangle nearby. Silver cups and crystal goblets will pass among them: silver cups, transparent as glass, their size reflecting the measure of one’s deeds. They will be given ginger-flavoured wine from Salsabil. They will be waited on by eternally young boys. When you look at them you would think they were scattered pearls. When you see it, you will see a vast kingdom of delights. They will wear richly brocaded green silk robes with silver bracelets on their arms, and they will quench their thirst with a pure drink given to them by their Lord. ” 76:11 

“They will have virgins of their own age, who glance modestly.” 38:49

……………………………………………………………………

Day of Judgement -?

I don’t claim to be a neutral reader. I frankly skipped most of this because, as a secularist with a background in non-Abrahamic religions, I am not interested.

…………………………………………………………………..

Bible stories – ?

See comment in Day of Judgement above

………………………………………………………………….

Aggression, Physical X 33+

Destruction of property – I didn’t count

Theft of property (including division of spoils of war) –   I didn’t count, but it is there.

Threats of violence – X 1+

example…

“I will send terror into the unbeliever’s hearts, cut off their heads and even the tips of their fingers!” This was because they opposed Allah and his messenger.” 8:12

JIHAD

Jihad (warfare) is mostly in the Medina Koran. However other acts of violence are throughout the Koran as a whole.

Jihad, enjoining to participate – X 17

examples…

“March forth both the lightly and the heavily armed.”, and strive hard in Allah’s cause.” 9:40

“We will strike terror into the hearts of the unbelievers because they worship others besides Allah, which He gave no permission to do.” 3:149

“When they ask you about fighting in the holy month, say: Fighting at this time is a serious offence, but it is worse in Allah’s eyes to deny others the path to him.” 2:216

“Fight them until you are no longer persecuted and the religion of Allah reigns absolute.” 2:191

“Gather against them all of your armed forces and cavalry so that you may strike terror into the hearts of the enemies of Allah and your enemy, and others besides them who do not know but whom Allah knows.” 8:59

“If they do not keep away from you or offer you peace or withdraw their hostilities, then seize them and kill them wherever they are. We give you complete authority over them.” 4:91

“Truly Allah loves those who fight for His cause and stand together in battle array like a solid wall.” 61:4

Jihad, description of rewards/enjoining support/describing profit from/donors expendable – X 13

example…

“Those who give their wealth for Allah’s cause are like the grain of corn that grows seven ears each having one hundred kernels.” 2:261 

“Whoever of you acts miserly does so only at the expense of his own soul. Truly, Allah has no use for you, but you have need for them. If you turn your backs on Him, he will simply replace you with others who will not act like you!” 47:38

Early investors get more profit! – Those of you who gave to the cause before the victory and fought will receive a greater reward than those who gave and fought after it… Who will loan generously to Allah? He will pay back double what he is owed, and he will receive a noble reward.” 57:10

Jihad, criticism of those not participating/supporting – X1

example…

“Believers who stay at home in safety, other than those who are disabled, are not equal to those who fight with their wealth and their lives for Allah’s cause. Allah has ranked those who fight earnestly with their wealth and lives, above those who stay at home. Allah has promised good things to all, but those who fight for Him will receive a far greater reward than those who have not.” 4:95

Jihad, description of attacks – X1

example…

“Say to the unbelievers, ‘Soon you will be defeated and thrown into Hell, a wretched home! Truly, there has been a sign for you in the two armies which met in battle.” 3:12

I would like to read a study comparing violence by the founders of world religions and their most important persons. For example: How many people did Jesus of Nazareth, the Apostles and medieval saints and Popes kill or advocate killing of? How many people did Krishna, Vallabha, Ramanuja and Lord Caitanya do of same? Likewise, Moses, King David and 15th century rabbis?  Gautama Siddhartha, the Arhants, and its missionaries? Guru Nanak, Govinda Singh etc.  Let the actions of the best examples of religions (as defined by the religions themselves) speak for themselves. Also estimated body counts of political and military leaders claiming allegiance to specific religions. Crunch the numbers and then readers can decide who has been the greatest and least threats to peace, currently and historically. Dr. Warren and others have done so with Islam. I want to see a comparative chart.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Predestination – X 27

I was surprised to see that Islam, which is presented by apologists as so humanistic, is actually fatalistic. There is no free will in Islam.

example…

“We have placed veils over their hearts so they do not understand, and deafness over their ears.” 18:54

“No soul will ever die unless it is Allah’s will. The length of each life is predetermined according to the scriptures.” 3:145

“For whomever Allah would mislead, you will be no help for him against Allah. Those whose hearts Allah does not desire to cleanse will suffer disgrace in this world and a grievous punishment in the next.” 5:41

………………………………………………………………………

Moral teachings  – X 29

There *are* ethical teachings in the Koran, just not a great percentage of verses and number of words dedicated to them. Charity, generosity, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, righteousness, non-ignorance, humility, not taking God’s name in vain, kindness to parents (just don’t obey them if they ask you to worship other gods), speaking sweetly, etc. are praised. It is as if the Koran has been written or compiled by a schizophrenic.

examples… 

Remorse – “When death overtakes one of the wicked, he says, “Lord, send me back again so that I may do the good things that I have left undone.” But, no, they are nothing but empty words. ” 23:99

infanticide and adultery – “Do not kill your children because you fear poverty. We will provide for them as well as for you. Surely, killing them is a terrible sin. Have nothing to do with adultery, It is a shameful act and an evil path that leads to other evils.” 17:31-32

Guardianship, keeping word, not gossiping, honesty in commerce – “Do not use the property of an orphan, except to improve it, until he reaches maturity. Fulfill your promise because every promise will be investigated. Give full measure when you measure, and weigh with an honest scale. This is fair and much better in the end. Do not follow that of which you have no knowledge. Every act of hearing, seeing, or feeling will be investigated on the Day of Reckoning.” 17:35

“Do not walk arrogantly upon the earth because you cannot split the earth in two, and you cannot become as tall as mountains.” 17:37

However, a lot of Koranic moral teachings mention exceptions that to most people will seem ludicrous, messages that are a mix of coercion and ethics…

“The successful ones will be the believers, who are humble in their prayers, who avoid vain conversation, who contribute to the needy, and who abstain from sex (except with their wives or slaves [slaves are bought or taken in battle], in which they are free from blame, but those who exceed these limits are sinners). Those who honour their promises and contracts and who pay strict attention to their prayers will inherit Paradise. They will dwell there forever.” 23:1

“Do not kill anyone whom Allah has forbidden to be slain [a Muslim] unless it is for a just cause [apostacy, retribution for a killing]. Whoever is unjustly slain, We have given their heirs to authority to either forgive or demand retribution, but do not allow him to exceed limits in slaying because he will not be helped by the law.” 17:33

“When you travel abroad to kill in Allah’s cause be discerning.” 4:91

“The spoils of war taken from the people in the cities and given by Allah to His Messenger belong to Allah, to His Messenger and to His family, to the orphans, to the poor, and to the wayfaring traveller.” 59:7

……………………………………………………………………..

Poetry – X 3+

“In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful.” 1:1

In Islam’s defence, I must say that I find the very first verse of the Koran magnificent.

“Wait patiently for your Lord’s judgement, because you are in Our eye. Sing Allah’s praises when you rise up, and give him praise at night and when the stars are setting.”  52:48

“Damn him! How he planned. Again, Damn him! How he planned… We will certainly throw him into Hell.” 74:19/26

…………………………………………………………………….

Curiously, I found almost no description of Allah other than in the sense of His qualities. This is the complete opposite of Hinduism, where gods and goddesses have very detailed physical descriptions.

Ten curious facts as part of Dr. Warner’s commentary, associated texts, or the Koran itself…

01. During Mohammed’s time there were at least six other Ka’abas

02. The trinity in Christianity during Mohammed’s time was Christ, Mary and the Father

03. At the beginning of numerous Koran verses are short series of letters that are yet to be understood as to their meaning [they look esoteric/occult to me.  I expect that Sufis make a big thing of these].

04. Numerous times in Koran, Arabs are told by God how lucky they are to have the Koran in their own language so they can easily understand it. So, what is the logical argument that Muslims in non-Arabic lands to not have the Koran in their local languages so that *they* can easily understand it too? Yet according to mainstream Islamic scholars the Koran can only be fully understood in Arabic. That would limit the ‘universal’ religion of Islam to Arabs only or highly educated foreigners. This is not logical. Otherwise Islam is really a tribal religion.

05. Alexander the Great is mentioned in the Koran  (18:83)

06. Opponents of Mohammed have guardian devils!  (43:46)

07. In Garden of Eternity, virgins will be age-appropriate. (38:49) In other places young boys are mentioned. I found no mention of adolescent or child female virgins, and certainly no specific number of any of them, as is claimed by some critics of Islam.

08. Fear in the death cult – “Believers! Fear Allah as He deserves to be feared! When death finds you, die as true Muslims.” 3:101

09. It is unIslamic to stand near the grave of anyone who is not Muslim 9:84

10. Islam cons non-Muslims out of Paradise 64:9

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Further actions…

Now I must read at least two Hadiths (Sahih Bukhari and Muslim), Ibn Ishaq’s ‘Sirat Rasul Allah’, ‘History of Al Tabari’ and Muir’s ‘Life of Mohammed’. I am told that the Koran is the most high-minded part of Islam. I can’t wait to buy some more soap. And take walks and meditate in between reading marathons because Islamic scripture is so depressing.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		charley 
				– December 20, 2014
	


	THIS IS AN EXCELLENT BOOK ON THE KORAN

By charley December 20, 2014

THIS IS AN EXCELLENT BOOK ON THE KORAN. THE BOOK ORGANIZES THE KORAN INTO A UNDERSTANDABLE FORM MAKING IT EASY TO READ AND GRASP THE FULL IMPLICATIONS OF WHAT ISLAM AND SHARIAH LAW WILL MEAN IF JIHAD IS SUCCESSFUL IN AMERICA.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Paul Doherty 
				– October 19, 2014
	


	Five Stars

By Paul Doherty October 19, 2014

Excellent, better than I expected.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		David D 
				– September 8, 2014
	


	Every-man’s Koran, Finally a Readable Koran, Islam is no longer just for the Imams

By David D “David D” September 8, 2014

Finally there is an accessible Koran for every-man. Islam is no longer just for the Imams, to dispense wisdom from above.

If you want to understand what is happening in the world today, you need to understand Islam. Islam is the fastest growing religion on the planet, and the Koran is the perfect word of Allah.

Reading the real Koran is a real slog. It is like reading all of the speeches of a politician that were randomly assembled. There is endless repetition and no reference to what is happening in the world that inspired the speeches.

An Abridged Koran assembles the speeches in a chronological order and gives you basic background on what is happening in the prophets life at the time. Exact references are included so you can go to the original sources on the internet. Many things in the Koran don’t seem to make sense, so these ‘chapter and verse’ references are essential, not only for the original source but for finding the Islamic scholar’s debates of these mysteries.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Dennis Parish 
				– September 4, 2014
	


	Islam’s Three Foundational Texts Integrated into One Narrative

By Dennis Parish September 4, 2014

This book includes more than the Koran. It incorporates the Sira text (which narrates Mohammad’s life) and then explicates the text using the Hadith (traditional reports of Mohammad’s teachings, deeds and sayings). Each block of material is referenced back to authoritative editions of these Islamic scriptures, so readers can verify the accuracy of Warner’s work for themselves.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		groy 
				– August 27, 2014
	


	An Easy Way To Understand Islam

By groy August 27, 2014

Finally an understandable edition of one of Islam’s primary source books. (The Koran as commonly used is virtually incomprehensible due to it’s structure I.e. Organized by length of verse – longest to shortest, without reference to the chronology of the life of The founder of the “faith”!!) this version is in English, is written in a chronological order and eliminates many of the repeated stories included in the original. While not a “true/valid edition in the eyes of Islamic scholars (in their view the only valid Koran must be writing and read only in Arabic) this edition is usable, understandable, and gives a first hand understanding of what and how Islam came to be. Suggest reading the Gospels and then the Abridged Koran – determine which teaching represents a “loving religion”.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Brandon 
				– August 19, 2014
	


	Five Stars

By Brandon August 19, 2014

Excellent book



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 2 out of 5

	
		Quendos “Bookworm” 
				– August 17, 2014
	


	Two Stars

By Quendos “Bookworm” August 17, 2014

Difficult to follow and/or read for understanding of content.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Timothy Scott 
				– July 15, 2014
	


	Great Idea, Great Execution, Great Book, Not Overly Biased. Every Academic Student of Islam should read this

By Timothy “T. M. Kane – living through history” on July 15, 2014

Great Idea, Great Execution, Great Book, and Not Overly Biased.

Every academic student of Islamic studies should read this book. They should probably start here. Actually, they should start at “The Spirit of Islamic Law” by Bernard G. Weiss first, then come here. Also should have a decent historical atlas.

I teach comparative law. I have a section on Islamic law that I am trying to continue to develop. Sooner or later, I needed to know what was in the Koran and this looked like the easiest and best way to get an idea of what was in there.

I’ve read the Koran, have several versions. I love the way one of them starts out: “This book is not to be doubted” (Penguin version I believe); nor is it to be comprehended because the classical Koran is without context. Here the author has done all the work for you.

Bill Warner does have a thesis (some might say an agenda): that Islam is primarily a political movement, and he basically proves his thesis in the execution of the book. At the end in an epilogue he points out the amount of space the Koran is dedicated to political subjects as opposed to theological subjects.

I am sympathetic to the author’s agenda. Quite often when Islam is trying to extend its politics it emphasizes religion. Quite often when Islam is trying to extend its religion it emphasizes its politics. It can seem much like a ruse – and the author points out that the Koran permits the use of a ruse to expand Islam. It reminds me of the old Saturday Night Live Skit: “Its a floor wax; No it’s a dessert topping; no its a dessert topping and a floor wax”.

But the thesis/agenda thing is only a small part of the utility of the book. If you are going to study Islam, you should have a reasonable idea of what it says. The Koran itself is in penetrable because it is disorganized by size – it’s a bit like reading the dictionary. This book re-organizes the book by chronology, and has step by step narrative of events and it is all neatly tied to sources. But also the Koran repeats itself quite a bit, and so the author has consolidated things down to “usually” one version. Even still it seems like it repeats a great deal – but he saves you from a lot of repetitive stuff – unfortunately, not all the repetitive stuff.

So by reading this book you will know a great deal of what the Koran says and the context of why it is saying it, and so have a great deal of comprehension of the Koran — without having to drag yourself through the actual thing.

Unfortunately it is rarely flattering to the religion. I remember 3rd grade when my school brought in medical doctors who were also parents of classmates to teach us how babies were created. My first, pre-pubecent reaction was “ewe, my parents would never do a thing like that.” I think a lot of Muslims might have the same reaction about how their religion was originally created.

I think what would make this book better is to know more about the context of history of this time in the region – that’s why I recommend looking at an historical atlas while studying the history of Islam. However, I can offer some up here – short, cheep and free.

Some things that could enhance this book is to realize that there was a prolonged (multicenturied) war taking place between Byzantium Roman Empire and Sassanian Persian empire – that war heated up in the 6th century. The normal east-west flow of trade (silks from China, spices, cottons and manufactures from India) went through the fertile cresent (Indian Ocean trade came up the Persian gulf and then went overland through Iraq, Syria and Palestine into the Mediterranean basin). The hostility between Byzantium and Sassanians forced the bulk of the trade to take an indirect route – either north of the Black Sea or south through Arabia. Also, the means of convenience had to be done by parties neutral to the two parties. North of the black sea this was done by a people called the Khazars, in Arabia this was done primarily by Meccans. The Byzantines were Christians, the Sassanians were Zoroastrian, and religion indicated political allegences so the neutral parties maneuvered to have neutral religious systems. The Khazars adopted Judaism. The Meccan Arabs were pagans. But as Pagans they were looked down upon by both Byzantines and Sassanians. So it appears Mohammed was attempting to move the Arabs upmarket from paganism but still maintain neutrality in the form of a uniquely Arab expression.

Mohammed had his motivations. The Arab peninsula was, in most spots, too arid to produce a state or civilization. So pre-Islamic law was based upon a refined and ancient form of vendetta law. To understand why this occurs see Robert Axelrod’s “The Evolution of Cooperation”. Basically vendetta law is revenge based law. If you kill me, my brother or my relatives (clan) will avenge me, or your clan will have to pay blood money to my clan. Mohammed, however, was an orphan. So he was constantly seeking protection from relatives that weren’t bound. When he finally lost all protection after the death of one of his Uncles, only then did he migrate to Yathribe (Medina). But as a youth, Mohammed’s grandfather and uncle had taken him on Caravans to Palestine and Syria. There he would have been under Roman – the most advanced and refined legal system in the world – Justinian’s recompilation having occurred as recently as 535. In Syria and Palestine, Mohammed did not require protection: murder was illegal. So Mohammed had greater motivation than most to try and figure out a way to upgrade the Arabs.

Mohammed would have also noticed Byzantium’s biggest problem: a lack of theological cohesion. Constantine originally embraced Christianity with the idea that it could be used to create cohesion in the Roman empire. Towards that Constantine herded the Christian leadership towards defining one orthodox version of Christianity – which they did and was manifested by the Nicean creed. To this day the only Christian sect in violation of it is the Mormons. However, Christianity East and South of Constantinople was already theologically fractured over the nature of Christ (Human, God, both?) and there was no undoing it. In Syria, Palestine and Egypt, the Coptic, Arian, Nestorian and/or Monophosyte versions were popular, wide spread and under persecution by the Byzantine government who championed Orthodox Christianity. So any new system Mohammed was going to create was going to emphasize cohesion and end all the debates: one god, one prophet, one law, one theology, one community, on political entity: one, one, one, one – cohesion. And he even attempted to clear up the issue on the nature of Christ.

The Koran is an incredible achievement – even if you were an atheist and you believe it to be entirely a work of fiction, you’d have to acknowledge that. The agnostic in me thinks of Mohammed as an ancient Steve Jobs – he had a flair for business enterprise, personal management, theology and poetry, able to think outside the box and break down a problem. But Mohammed’s Koran was still an incredible work, and that alone most have generated him some converts. Still it’s not entirely unique: Joseph Smith pulled off something similar with the Mormons – both were prophets, both ran their own enterprise/religious community and both got a lot of wives and girlfriends to boot and both were kicked out of communities.

The war between the Byzantines and Sassanians diverted the major East – West trade up the peninsula, where it conjoined with existing trade in aromatics (myrrh) from Yemen and made Mecca suddenly wealthy. But also there was a concentration of wealth. Mohammed’s early convert were the losers: the poor and the slaves. Mohammed’s system would champion their cause by outlawing usury and taxing the wealthy to provide charity to the poor. A friend who traveled from Vietnam to Istanbul told me, that despite India being richer (when he made the journey – before 9/11, and to note he was Canadian) Pakistan was less dirty and there was less evidence of extreme poverty.

The old saying “power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely” seems to be evident. Mohammed’s early career as a preacher was tolerant. And it looks as if he innitially benefited from an Mecca which was very tolerant of various religions- one might even say they had freedom of religion and had learned to profit from it too. People from throughout the region pilgrimaged to Mecca and attend trade fairs there as well. But as Muhammad gained more followers, he became less and less tolerant of other religions, promising them all that they were hell bound. This was bad for business and it was upsetting the community. Mohammed was unrelenting and so, push came to shove and something had to give. As it turned out, it was Muhammad that had to give. He and his movement migrated to Yathribe (Medina).

That’s is where the story changes. Just as the early Roman’s imported their executives (Kings from Etrusca) from outside their community to keep piece between the various factions, so the Medinan’s thought they could bring in Muhammed as an honest broker between the various tribes and clans in Yathribe. Some how Muhammed got executive powers as well as mediator/judicial powers included into his contract with Yathribe, as well as acceptance of his Muslim followers. I never understood why the “migration” to Medina was the start of the Muslim calendar. Now they were duly enfranchised and able to practice their religion out in the open. According to the author, Muhammed brought with him 150 followers to Medina.

While Mecca was a mercantile city, Yathribe was a thriving (if they could keep peace between the clans) agricultural community. Obviously the Muslims did not have any land to work or property to live off of, they left behind in Mecca. So it appears that they resorted to banditry. Muhammed knew the value of the caravans that ran past Medina on their way from Mecca to Palestine. By raiding these caravans he was able to usurp Mecca’s wealth. The spoils he brought back to Medina and spread around helped attract new converts. Half of Yathribe was Jewish. But the other half was not. That other half quickly was attracted to Islam.

And here is the trick that most people don’t understand on why Islam was so successful.

Mohammed shaped Islam into a tribe based upon religion. All the other clans were based upon kinship. They could only grow by the natural reproductive rate. Islam was not held back by the natural rate of reproduction – it could grow much faster – by people merely submitting themselves to it. And initially Muhammed was flexible: you could join by being a believer, or you could join initially by submitting yourself to it (you’ll believe later). The attraction was the booty he was bringing in.

What emerges is a kind of pyramid type of organization.

Lots of businesses organize this way – Amway is the most famous, another is Enterprise rent-a-car.

The thing about pyramid enterprises, is, the earlier you get in, the higher up you will be pushed as the pyramid grows. Therefore there is a great incentive to get in early. And the author points out that the early Muslims kept track of who joined early versus later: immigrants, helpers, later converts, etc… In an environment where all other clans couldn’t effectively grow, once Islam became a big enough clan that it showed it could not be destroyed, there was every incentive to join and join early as possible so that one was higher up on the totem pole for the division of spoils and prestige. Pyramid style organizations are famous for going through high, almost geometric growth spurts until they become too extensive – and this is exactly what happened in with Islam. The author demonstrates some of this in a graph at the end of the book. The inflection point is Muhammed’s move to Medina.

But as he gets more adherents, Muhammed becomes less and less tolerant. In some ways he remained remarkably humble person. In other ways he demonstrated incredible cruelty: sitting for hours with his 12 year old wife watching the beheading of 800 Jews, while selling the women and children off into slavery and confiscating their property.

All of this plays into the author’s thesis. If Muhammed was merely about religion, he could have kept at it in Mecca, as long as he let other religions do their thing too. Even in Medina, he could have concentrated on the development of religion. The author suggest that’s what most of the Muslims wanted to do. It was Muhammed who chose to go to war. Maybe he just chose banditry and it ended up being war. Maybe, as the author’s narrative seems to suggest, there was no choice between the two. Undoubtedly Muhammed (and his followers) had left most of their property behind, and so felt some justice in raiding the Meccan Caravans. Either way they needed a way to make a living and banditry provided a way.

But he didn’t stop at just raiding Meccan caravans. He raided other tribes too. He made offers that they couldn’t refuse: either augment his size by joining his community (and enjoying the spoils of war) or pay extortion money (“tax”) or be killed. In fact, at Medina, Muhammed seems to be running a racket that looks mafia-esque, complete with him having his followers whack (knock off, kill, murder, assassinate) people he didn’t like. I started remembering scenes from “Goodfellows”, Mohammed was the ‘don’. He was able to behave like this all the while maintaining the head of a religious movement/community.

By 630 Mohammed’s movement at Medina had grown so much that he was able to raise an Army of 10,000 and move on Mecca. Meanwhile, the Meccans don’t have the social cohesion to match up against Muhammed – indeed, there were still muslims living in Mecca, and no shortage of spies for Muhammed. The logic of pyramid enterprises, the trend towards geometric growth, was overwhelming on both parties. Mohammed was fully aware of the dynamic, expecting for his community to keep growing until it one day encompased the entire world – this is evident in the Koran’s insistence on Muslims not making friends with non-muslims. The Koran prophesies global growth for the religion. When the head of Mecca came out to parlay with Mohammed, Mohammed just said, when are you going to join (submit)? Such a joining would effectively double the size of Mohammed’s community and make it the political hegemon of the Arabian peninsula. Both knew that.

What the Meccans did at that point was use their size, power and position, to get themselves pushed closer to the top of the pyramid than they deserved by their late arrival to it. Muhammed agreed to the arrangement. The future Arab Islamic empire, while initially run from Medina, would be run by Meccans, not Medinans. The Medinans got shorted – but by that point, what could they do. The logic of pyramid organizations became so compelling that in less than two years all of Arabia was joining. The Medinans were humble farmers, the Meccans were sophisticated business men – the kind that know how to run enterprises, such as large empires – there was a place for them at the top of Muhammed’s state.

Shortly after Mohammed’s death, many of the tribes fell away, thinking Islam as a one time event tied to Mohammed’s life. But Mohammed’s deputies managed to keep the organization at the top and the enterprise together and used the system Muhammed created to consolidate his state in the two years after his death.

Only a few years after Mohammed’s death, Iraq, Syria, Palestine and Egypt had all been brought into Mohammed’s state. A few years after that, all of the Middle East, except Anatolia were controled by the Muslims. 100 years after Muhammed’s death the Muslims finally met a strategic defeat in far away central France. A few years later they defeated a Chinese army not far from China’s current western border. Everything west of the Indus river was also controlled by the Muslims. The pyramids geometric growth rate finally reached its limit.

It is still a growing system today – just not geometric. It’s a fascinating story of enterprise and entreprenurialism mixed with religion and politics and empire building. And at the end of the day, the author proves his point – Islam is a political movement. A religious movement needs only persuasion. A political movement, by definition is impelled and sustained by coercion.

The story of conflict is the story of the pursuit of fairness. In theory we had it when we were living in hunting and gathering communities. Agriculture lead to classes and divisions and to strife. The great teachers of history tried to restore fairness through teachings that created the Golden Rule. But teachings of fairness are not binding as law. Some of these teachings were put into religions. But religious norms are not binding as law. The wealthy and powerful tend to bend the law in their direction. So, in Islam we have a situation where religion and state are merged so that in theory the law achieves fairness that is binding. That is the case in support for Islam. But Islam’s solution was a bundled comprehensive system that inhibited various disciplines from evolving – stunting the growth of human development and most of society being stuck in a subsistence level of existence. If Islam could unbundle its wares, insisting on separation of church and state, freedom of religion, it could maybe even thrive in the modern era, but that essentially means letting go of Mohammed which is not something to many Muslims appear ready to agree to.

In the west, where everything was unbundled (Christ, remember, said separate politics from religion, and god is three in one), disciplines were eventually free to evolve at their own natural rate (once the Protestant reformation ended Catholicisms monopoly on thought) which lead to the ascendancy of the west. I like to think that democracy solved the problem, but lately we are now seeing the wealthy bend democracy towards their direction too. Hopefully this is just a temporary phenomena. If not, Islam is still waiting in the wings for another chance at ascendancy.

All of this strife would end if we could agree to fairness – something today to which we can only imagine.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Andy K 
				– July 1, 2014
	


	Brilliant clarity on Mohammed’s poor character

By Andy K on July 1, 2014

Brilliant clarification of the teachings of Mohammed in chronological, logical, and ideological order. Reveals the agenda of the man over his lifetime with crystal clarity. Highly recommended!



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		John Sewell 
				– June 23, 2014
	


	An Understandable Koran – An Essential Step In Understanding Islam From The Outside

By John Sewell on June 23, 2014

Are you confused by the conflicting claims about Islam? Is it a religion of peace or military conquest? Are its adherents taught to deceive non-Muslims or are Muslims free to truly befriend non-Muslims? Is it really only understandable in Arabic? Is it a highly political movement set on violently enforcing its laws on the entire world or is it just another set of harmless spiritual choices for people to live by? Did its message change over time, and if so why and how? How are women treated in Islam? What about slavery, including sexual slavery? Does it really teach hatred of Jews? What does it emphasize?



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Fred 
				– June 9, 2014
	


	A must read if you want to understand what the …

By Fred on July 9, 2014

A must read if you want to understand what the Islamic Holy books really say. You can’t just read the Koran and understand anything. The author weaves in the other two Islamic Holy books and gives the Koran meaning and context. You can then draw whatever conclusions you think wise.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		MC Miller 
				– March 19, 2014
	


	Revealing in its simplicity and order. Opens ones eyes to the real teachings of this book.

By M. C. Miller “MC Miller” on March 19, 2014

YOU HAVE HEARD Islamic terrorists quoting violent passages from the Koran (also spelled Quran), justifying their actions. And you’ve heard other Muslims saying the terrorists have it all wrong and quoting peaceful passages.

How do you know what is really in that book? Anyone talking about the Koran may have an agenda, may be biased, and may be deliberately distorting the contents. The only way to really know for sure what’s going on is to read it yourself.

The Koran also repeats itself many times, making it difficult to stay focused while you read it. The chapters are arranged in order from the longest to the shortest chapter, rather than in chronological order, so it seems to jump around, which is confusing.

This version of the Koran fixes these problems putting these passages in chronological order and translates them into modern, readable English.

An interesting thing comes to light in reading this version. Because the chapters are laid out in chronological order, you can clearly see the progression from tolerance at first — tolerance of the Jews, and even seeking the approval of the Jews — to rejection of them and their “evil ways,” to outright hatred, condemnation, and urging war against them.

The way the Koran is normally laid out, you would never notice this progression as the revelations changed.

But wait a minute, you might be thinking, the fact that the revelations changed means there are conflicting passage in the Koran, right? So can’t believers pick and choose what they want?

Unfortunately, the Koran itself tells the believer how to handle its own contradictions. It says if a revelation contradicts one that came before it; the newer one overwrites the older one. This is the principle known as “abrogation.” The bad news for non-Muslims is that all the intolerant and violent passages abrogate the earlier tolerant and peaceful ones.

The first three-fourths of the book are difficult to read because it is uninteresting. But then the book completely changes its tune. So when you’re reading, just keep going.

The reason it becomes interesting for non-Muslims is because the nature of Mohammad’s revelations totally changed once he gained military power. When he first started out (when Islam was a small minority) Mohammad preached peace and tolerance. But once he gained enough followers, started raiding caravans, and gained military and financial power (from the booty he gained from the caravans), he stopped trying to curry favor with the Jews and Christians and his revelations became intolerant and then downright hateful. Don’t take my word for it. Don’t take anybody’s word for it! Find out for yourself.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Daniel Espinosa 
				– March 15, 2014
	


	By Daniel Espinosa on March 15, 2014

Islam in theory man be considered a value to society with natural law, however, Islam does not conform to any civilized society on earth as it stands now.

In reality as this book illustrates the issue of violence is so intrusive that Islam has no value to countries that tried to blend Islam in with multiculturalism, but do to the ideology it present Islam is best served isolated within its own constraints until some major portion of the population deals with and isolates the massive number of Islamist still in the 7 century.

My vote for Islam is a NO vote to accept as a Religion but rather a violent ideology.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Ronald T. 
				– March 6, 2014
	


	Abridged Koran

By Ronald T. on March 6, 2014

Easy reading. All that I have time for. No longer need I be told that I should not express an opinion if I have never read the Koran.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		S D Weston 
				– December 3, 2013
	


	A useful abridged Koran

By S D Weston on December 3, 2013

The Koran, in original form, is difficult to understand, especially for those who wish to learn about the basic tenets of Islam.

Bill Warner has refashioned the presentation of the Koran in such a way as to present the material in a manner comprehensible to those of us with a Judeo-Christian background, without detracting from the original, which is liberally presented throughout.

This should render a copy of a translation of the Koran into English from the Arabic more readable.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Amazon Customer “Richard” 
				– September 4, 2013
	


	A version in historical order helps you to understand it. And those who believe in it.

By Amazon Customer “Richard” on September 4, 2013

An epic tale in its own right. It sets two worlds one for the believer and one for those who dont, beyond that read it for yourself.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Amy 
				– May 23, 2013
	


	FINALLY

By Amy on May 23, 2013

Whenever you speak with a Muslim about Islam they tell you to “read the Qu’ran”. Well sure because it was almost impossible to do so. Now you can easily understand the Koran and, more importantly the message of Islam. We in the west better open our eyes as to what this religion/ideology is really all about. You can judge for yourself if you believe Islam is a religion of tolerance and peace. Definitely worth getting!



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Imran Khan 
				– September 20, 2011
	


	Complete and Concise

By Imran Khan on September 20, 2011

This book shows the full picture while being concise. It has references all along which adds to its value. If you want to buy one book on this subject, this is it! Excellent read, highly recommended!



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		James E. Horn 
				– May 23, 2011
	


	Clearly Written, Clearly Understandable

By James E. Horn on May 23, 2011

This book is a winner. I have read two different English versions of the Koran that follow the Arabic Koran in organization and structure – a jumble that has no thread to follow, misses context, and are thus a very difficult read.

Warner has sorted it all out, established a contextual and historical thread and offers something that rational minds can follow to obtain the clear message/s of the Koran.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Michael A. Johnson 
				– April 8, 2011
	


	You can read it

By Michael A. Johnson on April 8, 2011

Most Korans are uniintelligable. This one, like Readers Digest, tosses out the endless repeat verses cutting the size by half. It adds context and time from other Muslim sacred books, putting chapters in chronological order, making it much clearer where Mohammad changes his mind, or even to find out what the heck he is talking about. From “Why can’t we get along?” to “Agree with me or die messily!” It uses ordinary English, not fake King James. The Overview in front of the Koran and the Epilogue after it are even more useful than the Koran itself.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Cyber Gypsy 
				– October 19, 2010
	


	Everyone Needs To Read This; Both Muslim and Non Muslim

By Cyber Gypsy on October 19, 2010

I bought this book and was reluctant to read it at first, since I found the standard versions of the Koran very difficult and hard work to read. But this version makes fascinating reading, and once I picked it up I couldn’t put it down.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		Fat Cat Godfodda 
				– October 15, 2010
	


	Never stop learning

By Fat Cat Godfodda “Ink Stained and Groovin” on October 15, 2010

Recently I became interested in learning more about Islam but found any attempt I made to read the Koran frustrated by its obscure language and references. When I read a review of “An Abridged Koran” I felt that it would help me in my attempt to understand. I was right.

This is a must read book for anyone who wants to know more about the fundamental roots of what’s going on in the world today. The basic premises of Islam and it’s world view are clearly explained and easy to understand. Do yourself and your family and friends a favor. Get this book, read it, learn from it and encourage others to read it as well. You’ll be glad you did.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		BK Johnson 
				– October 7, 2010
	


	Know clearly the facts and the issues

By BK Johnson on October 7, 2010

To be able to know what drives the terrorists to such extremes requires studying their ideology… I’ve chosen to read their doctrine and found that the repetitive nature of Mohammed’s writing first communicates the doctrine then begins to create a rhythmic repetitive chant that borders on ‘brainwashing’. This abridged edition by-passes this technique and offers the information in a chronological detailed format. This is a book, written around 6oo AD by one man who seemed to be more inclined to tell everyone how to live their life (according to his ego-centric perspective) and lacks any proof of his appointment as a prophet… indeed, he is a self-declared prophet.

Simply put: The Koran (Qur’an) together with the Sira and Hadith becomes a diatribe of “Do’s” that dictatorially eliminates freedom of choice and simultaneously infuses mankind with a suffocating Fear of Death without Martyrdom. In contrast, the Chrisitan Bible written over a period of 1500 years by over 40 authors which carries a prophetically detailed story of the establishment of a flawed people who learn from their mistakes are given a mild-mannered righteous Savior who introduces mankind to the core character of God and does not leave a list of “To-Do’s”, but instead announces “It is Done!”

I have read their book… now I invite them to read one of the 66 books in the library we call The Bible (may I suggest the Book of John)… God will help the reader discern the truth for themselves.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		merchanb 
				– September 19, 2010
	


	Ignorance Is Bliss

By merchanb on September 19, 2010

Just as many Christians do not know what the bible actually says, it is very likely that many good Muslims do not know what the Koran actually not only says but commands.

If the talking heads on MSNBC, FOX, etc., would only read and understand this, they would begin to have an inkling of what the Koran actually demands, spend less time emoting over where to build a mosque and, at their own peril, perhaps even perform a service to their listeners.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Maiaibing 
				– August 27, 2009
	


	Everyone interested in Islam should read this book

By Maiaibing August 27, 2009

So many Muslims have little or even no idea about what the Koran really says. This book makes it much more clear. Of course one can argue (as another reviewer has) that the selection of parts of any work will leave a subjective mark. However, reading this book does not exclude or preclude reading the original. On the other hand it makes reading the original much, much more rewarding. A must read for anyone studying Islam to understand it.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Maiaibing 
				– August 27, 2009
	


	Everyone interested in Islam should read this book

By Maiaibing on August 27, 2009

So many Muslims have little or even no idea about what the Koran really says. This book makes it much more clear. Of course one can argue (as another reviewer has) that the selection of parts of any work will leave a subjective mark. However, reading this book does not exclude or preclude reading the original. On the other hand it makes reading the original much, much more rewarding. A must read for anyone studying Islam to understand it.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		Zippy 
				– March 13, 2009
	


	Far more readable than A Simple Koran

By Zippy on March 13, 2009

I haven’t finished reading this yet, but find it so much easier to follow the chronology of his message than ‘A Simple Koran’, which I originally purchased, because all of the repetition of the whole unabridged Koran has been edited out. Muhammed tries to warn the unconvinced with monotonous re-runs of similar verses of veiled threats along the lines of ‘hey dont forget how God fracked so-and-sos’ shed up for daring to disbelieve’ and by constantly repeating a rehash of the same tale sophisticated modern readers can easily lose the desire to wade through what they’ve already been told just to get to his next new ‘revelations’. Perhaps this repetition is precisely why the Koran was taken apart and reordered, since the chronological order keeps all the repeated crap together, while the traditional order of longest to shortest chapter nicely disguises some of the repetitive nature of his ‘revelations’.

This abridged Koran also nicely interjects the revelations of Muhammad with updates of the situation that Muhammad and his muslims were in each time. This helps to highlight how conveniently his revelations served the interests of him and his men rather than serving any God, such that serving ‘Allah’ always nicely serves Muhammad and his followers, either by answering a question in his favour or changing the accepted rules of the contemporary culture to achieve his personal goals, like allowing war in the sacred months of non-aggression if it helps the muslim cause.

I’m about a third of the way through the book, and from what I understand the Meccan chapters (surahs) are supposed to be the more peaceful start of Islam, yet the aggression and intolerance is already apparent even in these, his earliest revelations. Although I know some of whats to come in the more famously violent passages of the Koran, itll be interesting to see how it evolved from vague warnings of hellfire and punishment after death, to the far more specific calls for removal of heads and other body parts of non-believers, and the confiscation of their women, lands and property ‘for the good of Allah’ (aka Muhammad).

I thought the Old Testament was bad enough in terms of the terribly inhuman morality of those with blind faith in a silent invisible god, but the Koran manages to resurrect the nastiest elements of the holy books it attempts to displace, and reinforces the idea that we should kill and die for a god called Allah to gain distinctly Earthly pleasures in paradise.

If you want to know what the Koran says in simple English, with an accompanied history of how and why each bit was ‘revealed’ by Muhammad, then this book is highly recommended.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 4 out of 5

	
		Zippy 
				– March 13, 2009
	


	Far more readable than A Simple Koran

By Zippy on March 13, 2009

I haven’t finished reading this yet, but find it so much easier to follow the chronology of his message than ‘A Simple Koran’, which I originally purchased, because all of the repetition of the whole unabridged Koran has been edited out. Muhammed tries to warn the unconvinced with monotonous re-runs of similar verses of veiled threats along the lines of ‘hey dont forget how God fracked so-and-sos’ shed up for daring to disbelieve’ and by constantly repeating a rehash of the same tale sophisticated modern readers can easily lose the desire to wade through what they’ve already been told just to get to his next new ‘revelations’. Perhaps this repetition is precisely why the Koran was taken apart and reordered, since the chronological order keeps all the repeated crap together, while the traditional order of longest to shortest chapter nicely disguises some of the repetitive nature of his ‘revelations’.

This abridged Koran also nicely interjects the revelations of Muhammad with updates of the situation that Muhammad and his muslims were in each time. This helps to highlight how conveniently his revelations served the interests of him and his men rather than serving any God, such that serving ‘Allah’ always nicely serves Muhammad and his followers, either by answering a question in his favour or changing the accepted rules of the contemporary culture to achieve his personal goals, like allowing war in the sacred months of non-aggression if it helps the muslim cause.

I’m about a third of the way through the book, and from what I understand the Meccan chapters (surahs) are supposed to be the more peaceful start of Islam, yet the aggression and intolerance is already apparent even in these, his earliest revelations. Although I know some of whats to come in the more famously violent passages of the Koran, itll be interesting to see how it evolved from vague warnings of hellfire and punishment after death, to the far more specific calls for removal of heads and other body parts of non-believers, and the confiscation of their women, lands and property ‘for the good of Allah’ (aka Muhammad).

I thought the Old Testament was bad enough in terms of the terribly inhuman morality of those with blind faith in a silent invisible god, but the Koran manages to resurrect the nastiest elements of the holy books it attempts to displace, and reinforces the idea that we should kill and die for a god called Allah to gain distinctly Earthly pleasures in paradise.

If you want to know what the Koran says in simple English, with an accompanied history of how and why each bit was ‘revealed’ by Muhammad, then this book is highly recommended.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		J. Leary 
				– April 28, 2008
	


	Facinating

By J. Leary on April 28, 2008

If you want to better understand what Islam is all about this is the book to read. It is written very well and presents Mohamed and the Koran in a historical sequence so it becomes meaningful. It also presents the basis for Jihad and it’s origin. This is one book in a series. I am tempted to get the entire series. This is a thin book so it purposely doesn’t go into extensive detail. But it does cover a great deal of information on Islam.

Highly recommended.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		ChrisLA 
				– June 11, 2007
	


	Finally, a Koran that makes sense!

By ChrisLA on June 11, 2007

It is important for Muslims and non-Muslims to read and understand the Koran. I have six different English versions of the Koran, but I have never been able to wade through the jumbled, redundant, and vague text in any version. This book, An Abridged Koran, makes it possible in three distinctive ways — the surahs are presented in their true chronological order, the history of Muhammad and his new religion is integrated into the text, and most of the redundant verses – comprising about half of the Koran – have been eliminated. With this version of the Koran, it is easy to see how Mohammed’s early, moderate preaching of a new monothesistic religion in Mecca descended into to militant tyrant’s justification of all sorts of evil in Medina. While the book is an accurate rendering of the sacred text, its proper order and context makes it a chilling read for Muslims and non-Muslims alike.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		ChrisLA 
				– June 11, 2007
	


	Finally, a Koran that makes sense!

By ChrisLA on June 11, 2007

It is important for Muslims and non-Muslims to read and understand the Koran. I have six different English versions of the Koran, but I have never been able to wade through the jumbled, redundant, and vague text in any version. This book, An Abridged Koran, makes it possible in three distinctive ways — the surahs are presented in their true chronological order, the history of Muhammad and his new religion is integrated into the text, and most of the redundant verses – comprising about half of the Koran – have been eliminated. With this version of the Koran, it is easy to see how Mohammed’s early, moderate preaching of a new monothesistic religion in Mecca descended into to militant tyrant’s justification of all sorts of evil in Medina. While the book is an accurate rendering of the sacred text, its proper order and context makes it a chilling read for Muslims and non-Muslims alike.



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		F. Rosenzweig Lives 
				– May 29, 2007
	


	The Little Red Book of Political Islam

By F. Rosenzweig Lives on May 29, 2007

In 1964 a paperbound volume was published by the government of Communist China that shook the world: “Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-Tung” (original transliteration from the Chinese of the Chairman’s name), a/k/a “The Little Red Book.” This book laid out the doctrinal threads of Chinese Communism.

The Center for the Study of Political Islam’s (CSPI) new English version of the Koran does the same for political Islam, also called “Islamism” – “Islamicism” – “Islamic fundamentalism” – “Islamofascism” – “Radical Islam” by post-9/11 pundits, theoretically so as to contradistinguish it from putative plain old “Islam.” Whether there is any distinction between Islam per se and “political Islam” is, in the last analysis, for the theologians to decide. But, in any event, you can get a great leap forward on your political-Islam learning curve by reading all 216 pages of this brilliant little red paperback book.

According to “An Abridged Koran: Readable and Understandable” (at p. ix), Volume 4 in CSPI’s incredible ten-volume series, the Koran is so difficult for your average Western reader because it is organized like a mystery novel from which one has torn out the book’s spine, then has the book rebound, not topically, not chronologically, and not logically, but soley according to the length of each chapter! In contrast to all other English versions of the Koran, this book presents VERBATEM quotations from the Koran, in easily readable “newspaper”/middlebrow English, WHICH ARE ORGANIZED topically, chronologically and logically by the CSPI scholar-editors. The only reason this edition is termed “abriged” is that the Koran’s many redundant ayas (verses) are excised. For instance, there are over thirty versions of the story of Moses and the Pharaoh. (N.B. If you are a theological purist and want an unabridged version of the Koran, order CSPI’s Volume 3, “A Simple Koran: Readable and Understandable” — 408 pages in length — which contains every word of the original classic Koran.)

This book comes with a terrific 6-page overview providing all-important context, and a 6-page commentary at the end that is a theological and philosophical tour de force in both depth and in breadth. There is also a helpful one-page bibliography to help the inquiring layman.

*WESTERNER-INFIDELS!*>

Read this groundbreaking Little Red Book, the very best English version of the Koran, the sacred source-text and doctrinal foundation for 1,400 years of political Islam and counting.

It will blow you away!



		

	


	

	

		
		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Luns Hubert 
				– March 21, 2007
	


	Finally a readable Koran

By Luns Hubert on March 21, 2007

The Koran is a book without context. What is context? For example: “Yesterday president Bush went to visit Jerusalem and said the following on account of the issue of the Arab-Israeli conflict.” Everything in this sentence is context. If you take what Bush has said during his presidency out of context and the dates and names are omitted from his speeches and all references to precise events and you do not respect the chronology of when something was said, then you get a book very similar to the Koran, but now it tells the feats of someone called Bush. Such a book needs a decoding by means of a narrative that restores the context. The decoding books for the Koran are the Hadith and Sira. If you merge the three (Koran, Sira and Hadith) you get a story in its original perspective and if you omit the repeat stories of similar speeches for different audiences, you get the “An Abridged Koran” by CSPI. How glad I was to get that book!
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