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PREFACE
THE CSPI TEACHING METHOD

The Center for the Study of Political Islam, CSPI, teaching method is
the easiest and quickest way to learn about Islam.

Authoritative
There are only two ultimate authorities about Islam—Allah and Mohammed. All of the curriculum in the CSPI method is from the Koran
and the Sunna (the words and deeds of Mohammed). The knowledge you
get in CSPI is powerful, authoritative and irrefutable. You learn the facts
about the ideology of Islam from its ultimate sources.

Story-telling
Facts are hard to remember, stories are easy to remember. The most
important story in Islam is the life of Mohammed. Once you know the
story of Mohammed, all of Islam is easy to understand.

Systemic Knowledge
The easiest way to study Islam is to first see the whole picture. The perfect example of this is the Koran. The Koran alone cannot be understood,
but when the life of Mohammed is added, the Koran is straight forward.
There is no way to understand Islam one idea at the time, because there
is no context. Context, like story-telling, makes the facts and ideas simple
to understand. The best analogy is that when the jig saw puzzle is assembled, the image on the puzzle is easy to see. But looking at the various
pieces, it is difficult to see the picture.

Levels of Learning
The ideas of Islam are very foreign to our civilization. It takes repetition
to grasp the new ideas. The CSPI method uses four levels of training to
teach the doctrine in depth. The first level is designed for a beginner. Each
level repeats the basics for in depth learning.
When you finish the first level you will have seen the entire scope of
Islam, The in depth knowledge will come from the next levels.
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Political Islam, Not Religious Islam
Islam has a political doctrine and a religious doctrine. Its political doctrine is of concern for everyone, while religious Islam is of concern only
for Muslims.

Books Designed for Learning
Each CSPI book fits into a teaching system. Most of the paragraphs
have an index number which means that you can confirm for yourself how
factual the books are by verifying from the original source texts.
LEVEL 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE TRILOGY AND SHARIA

The Life of Mohammed, The Hadith, Lectures on the Foundations of
Islam, The Two Hour Koran, Sharia Law for Non-Muslims, Self Study on
Political Islam, Level 1
LEVEL 2
APPLIED DOCTRINE, SPECIAL TOPICS

The Doctrine of Women, The Doctrine of Christians and Jews, The Doctrine of Slavery, Self-Study on Political Islam, Level 2, Psychology of the
Muslim, Factual Persuasion
LEVEL 3
INTERMEDIATE TRILOGY AND SHARIA

Mohammed and the Unbelievers, Political Traditions of Mohammed, Simple Koran, Self-Study of Political Islam, Level 3,
Sources of the Koran, selected topics from Reliance of the Traveller
LEVEL 4
ORIGINAL SOURCE TEXTS

The Life of Muhammed, Guillaume; any Koran, Sahih Bukhari,
selected topics, Mohammed and Charlemagne Revisited, Scott.

With the completion of Level 4 you are prepared to read both popular
and academic texts.
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INTRODUCTION
The Koran must be the world’s most famous book that very few have
read and even fewer have understood. But we know that this was not true
during Mohammed’s day. We know from both the Hadith (the traditions
of Mohammed) and the Sira (Mohammed’s biography) that the Arabs of
Mohammed’s day not only understood the Koran, but held debates about
its meaning.
Why could an illiterate Arab of Mohammed’s day understand the Koran and we cannot? Simple. The Koran of Mohammed’s day had a context,
the life of Mohammed.
The Koran you buy at the bookstore has no context to the verses. There
is no time in the Koran, since the chapters are laid out in order of their
length, not in time sequence. Imagine that you took a novel and cut off the
spine and rebound the book starting with the longest chapter and ending
with the shortest chapter. The novel would have been randomized and the
plot would be destroyed. That is what has been done with the Koran at the
bookstore.
An Abridged Koran solves all of these problems by taking the standard
Koran and reconstructing the historical Koran by integrating Mohammed’s life. Then anyone can pick it up and understand it, just like the
Arabs of Mohammed’s day.
After reading this Koran, you will be able to pick up a “real” Koran
and understand it. Think of this Abridged Koran as the map or key to the
Koran.
KAFIR

The first step in learning about Islam is to know the right words. The
language of Islam is dualistic. There is a division of humanity into believer
and kafir (unbeliever). Humanity is divided into those who believe Mohammed is the prophet of Allah and those who do not.
Kafir is the actual word the Koran uses for non-Muslims. It is usually
translated as unbeliever, but that translation is wrong. The word unbeliever is neutral. As you will see, the attitude of the Koran towards unbelievers
is very negative. The Koran defines the Kafir.
In Islam, Christians and Jews are infidels and “People of the Book”;
Hindus are polytheists and pagans. The terms infidel, People of the Book,
pagan and polytheist are religious words. Only the word “Kafir” shows
viii
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the common political treatment of the Christian, Jew, Hindu, Buddhist,
animist, atheist and humanist. What is done to a pagan can be done to a
Jew or any other Kafir. Likewise, what is done to a Jew can be done to any
other Kafir.
The word Kafir will be used in this book instead of “unbeliever”, “nonMuslim” or “disbeliever”. Unbeliever or non-Muslim are neutral terms,
but Kafir is extremely bigoted and biased.
The Kafir is hated—
They [Kafirs] who dispute the signs [Koran verses] of Allah without
authority having reached them are greatly hated by Allah and the believers. So Allah seals up every arrogant, disdainful heart.
40:35

A Kafir can be enslaved [Bukhari is a sacred text, see page xi.]—
Bukhari 5,58,148 When some of the remaining Jews of Medina
agreed to obey a verdict from Saed, Mohammed sent for him. He
approached the Mosque riding a donkey and Mohammed said,
“Stand up for your leader.” Mohammed then said, “Saed, give
these people your verdict.” Saed replied, “Their soldiers should be
beheaded and their women and children should become slaves.”
Mohammed, pleased with the verdict, said, “You have made a ruling that Allah or a king would approve of.”
A Kafir can be raped—
I759 On the occasion of Khaybar, Mohammed put forth new
orders about forcing sex with captive women. If the woman was
pregnant she was not to be used for sex until after the birth of the
child. Nor were any women to be used for sex who were unclean
with regard to Muslim laws about menstruation.
A Kafir can be beheaded—
47:4 When you encounter the Kafirs on the battlefield, cut off their heads
until you have thoroughly defeated them and then take the prisoners and
tie them up firmly.
A Kafir can be confused—
6:25 Some among them listen to you [Mohammed], but We have cast veils
over their [Kafirs’] hearts and a heaviness to their ears so that they cannot
understand our signs [the Koran].
A Kafir can be plotted against—
86:15 They plot and scheme against you [Mohammed], and I plot and
scheme against them. Therefore, deal calmly with the Kafirs and leave
them alone for a while.
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A Kafir can be terrorized—
8:12 Then your Lord spoke to His angels and said, “I will be with you. Give
strength to the believers. I will send terror into the Kafirs’ hearts, cut off
their heads and even the tips of their fingers!”
A Kafir can be made war on and humiliated—
9:29 Make war on those who have received the Scriptures [Jews and Christians] but do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day. They do not forbid
what Allah and His Messenger have forbidden. The Christians and Jews
do not follow the religion of truth until they submit and pay the poll tax
[jizya], and they are humiliated.
A Muslim is not the friend of a Kafir—
3:28 Believers should not take Kafirs as friends in preference to other believers. Those who do this will have none of Allah’s protection and will only
have themselves as guards. Allah warns you to fear Him for all will return
to Him.
THE THREE VIEWS OF ISLAM

There are three points of view in dealing with Islam. The point of view
depends upon how you feel about Mohammed. If you believe Mohammed
is the prophet of Allah, then you are a believer. If you don’t, you are a Kafir.
The third viewpoint is that of a Kafir who is an apologist for Islam.
Apologists do not believe that Mohammed was a prophet, but they never say anything that would displease a Muslim. Apologists never offend
Islam and condemn any analysis that is critical of Islam as being biased.
Let us give an example of the three points of view.
In Medina, Mohammed sat all day long beside his 12-year-old wife
while they watched as the heads of 800 Jews were removed by sword.1
Their heads were cut off because they had said that Mohammed was not
the prophet of Allah.
• Muslims view these deaths as necessary because denying Mohammed’s prophet-hood was an offense against Islam and beheading is
the accepted method of punishment, sanctioned by Allah.
• Kafirs look at this event as proof of the jihadic violence of Islam
and as an evil act.
• Apologists say that this was a historic event, that all cultures have
violence in their past, and that no judgment should be passed. According to the different points of view, killing the 800 Jews was
either evil, a perfect godly act or only another historical event, take
your pick.
1

The Life of Muhammad, A. Guillaume, Oxford University Press, 1982, pg. 464.
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Apologists ignore the Islamic belief that the Sunna, Mohammed’s
words and deeds in the past, is the perfect model for today and tomorrow
and forever. They ignore the fact that this past event of the beheading of
800 Jewish men continues to be acceptable in the present and the future,
thus the fate of Kafirs today.
This book is written from the Kafir point of view and is therefore, Kafircentric. Everything in this book views Islam from how it affects Kafirs,
non-Muslims. This also means that the religion is of little importance.
Only a Muslim cares about the religion of Islam, but all Kafirs are affected
by Islam’s political views.
Both the apologists and the Muslims believe in an authoritarian philosophy of knowledge. The Muslim accepts without question every aspect of
the Sunna and the Koran. The apologist bows to the authority and opinion
of the Muslims and never contradicts them.
The Kafir approach to knowledge is analytic or critical. Critical thinking seeks truth through the friction of debate in order to tease out the
resolution of an idea. Authoritarians forbid critical thought for the simple
reason that it cannot co-exist with authoritative thinking. Muslims forbid
critical thinking by threatening and inducing fear. Apologists forbid critical thinking on the basis that offending any minority is a social evil. The
offending speech is considered bigoted. The proof of bigotry is that the
minority is offended. Even if the statement is true, it can still be called
bigotry.
“Truth” has no meaning in authoritative knowledge. There are only
thoughts that are allowed and thoughts that are forbidden. “Truth”
is determined by appeal to authority, but only to the correct authority.
Authoritative knowledge forbids debate. Those who want to debate are
demeaned and insulted or simply locked out of the venue. Both political
correctness and Islam agree that only “allowed” opinions may be expressed and “forbidden” opinions are declared to be bigotry—a moral evil.
Critical thinking, however, exists by debate. There are no forbidden
ideas in critical or analytic thinking.
Notice that these different points of view that cannot be reconciled.
There is no possible resolution between the view of the Kafir and the Muslim. The apologist tries to bring about a bridge building compromise, but
it is not logically possible.
THE ISLAMIC BIBLE—THE TRILOGY

Islam is defined by the words of Allah in the Koran, and the words and
actions of Mohammed, the Sunna.
xi
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The Sunna of Mohammed is found in two texts—the Sira (Mohammed’s life) and the Hadith. His words and actions are considered to be the
divine pattern for humanity acceptable to Allah and the best source for
these are the biographies, or Sira, by Ishaq and Al Tabari.
A hadith, or tradition, is a brief story about what Mohammed did or
said. A collection of hadiths is called a Hadith. There are many collections
of hadiths, but the most authoritative are those by Bukhari and Muslim.
So the Trilogy is the Koran, the Sira and the Hadith. Most people think
that the Koran is the “bible” of Islam, but it is only about 14% of the total
textual doctrine. Statistically, Islam is 14% Allah and 86% Mohammed.
The Trilogy, not the Koran, is the foundation of Islamic doctrine.
WHAT IS THE KORAN?

According to Islam, the Koran is the exact words of the only god of
the universe. It is complete, perfect, eternal and universal. It is also
unintelligible.
What Mohammed recited as the revelations of Allah was memorized
and written down on paper, palm leaves, and even the shoulder blades of
animals.
Shortly after Mohammed’s death, Zaid (Mohammed’s secretary) compiled all the known Koranic material. There was a problem, however, since
there was disagreement and variation between different collections of
Koranic material. About 20 years after Mohammed’s death, Uthman, the
caliph, empowered Zaid to gather all of the known versions of the Koran
and produce the Koran we know today. The Koran is considered to be
the exact, precise recording of the words of Mohammed reporting what
he heard from the angel Gabriel. Since Mohammed’s transmission of the
revelation is taken to be perfect, the Koran is considered by all Muslims to
be the perfect, exact words of Allah, without a single error.
Uthman then took and burned all of the sources. No comment is ever
made about this burning, but it is telling. Why would Uthman burn all of
the original source material?
The Koran that Uthman produced was not the Koran of Mohammed.
In the historical Koran each chapter followed the other as Mohammed’s
life unfolded. This is the Koran that has the original time sequence and
includes events Mohammed was involved in at the time.
The historical Koran was easy to understand. An illiterate Arabian
could understand it because each verse was in the context of what was
happening at the time. If that original historical form is reproduced, then
the resulting Koran can be understood by anyone who reads it.
xii
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The public image of the Koran is that everybody has heard about it,
but no one knows anyone who understands it. As a result of the lack of
knowledge, there are myths about it: The Koran is very profound; it is full
of wisdom; it is so deep that you must be highly trained or a Muslim to
comprehend it; it is in the same category as the Bible. Even though people
don’t know what it is, they have firm conclusions.
THE DIFFICULTY OF KNOWING THE KORAN

The form of the Koran found in the bookstore is designed to not be
understood.
The problems

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

When Zaid compiled all the copies of the Koran, he arranged them
from the longest chapter to the shortest chapter. The sequence of
events is scrambled. As a result, no one can understand the original
story.
Each chapter has a bewildering array of topics. One topic abruptly
ends and an unrelated one begins.
It is very repetitive. The story of Moses is told 39 times. This is an
important clue about the true nature of the Koran, but it is tiresome
to read the same story again and again. Not only are the stories repetitive, but also there are 290 different verses about Hell. The constant
repetition is tiresome.
There is no context to many verses. Subjects just lurch up in front of
you from out of nowhere. This is very confusing.
There are many strange names and foreign terms.
It is contradictory. One verse will teach tolerance and the next will call
for the death of Kafirs. The contradictions confuse the reader.
The Koran contains a great deal of violence towards Kafirs. It threatens and insults Kafirs and calls them foul names. This makes a Kafir
want to avoid reading it.

The sum total is that the Koran is confusing, contradictory, makes no
sense, and is strange, violent, threatening and unpleasant. It’s difficult to
understand and daunting to attempt.
The most common comment is that a better translation is needed. That
is absolutely not the case. No translation will fix a single one of the problems that make the Koran unreadable. Besides, anyone who wants to go
onto the web can read the Koran in many translations. The only difference
between them is how they handle the violence.
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All of this is unfortunate, because when the Koran is made readable,
it becomes a truly epic story with an incredible plot. It is also the most
frightening book you will ever read because once it is clear, you can see
the future.
There is a way to solve each and every difficulty that has been discussed
while retaining every verse.
Problem 1: There is no time in the Koran

The Koran cannot be understood without time being reintroduced.
Zaid had the Koran arranged in order of chapter length and destroyed
the historical Koran. Thus, the classical Koran that is found in the bookstore is obscure. Taking out the time-line has randomized it. Uthman did
two things that totally changed the Koran. By burning all of the source
material, he made the Koran “superior” to the New Testament and Old
Testament, since they have known variations in their historical texts. And
since Uthman destroyed all of the variations, the Koran could be claimed
to be exactly like the one Allah gave to Mohammed.
But more importantly, by rearranging the Koran, he removed the story.
The story of the Koran is that Islam triumphed over all Mohammed’s enemies. It is a political story of triumph and conquest. By removing the
political ending, Uthman cloaked the politics in rhetoric and made it
seem more religious. Confusion passes for profoundness.
So, the first step is to put the elements of the document in the proper
historical order. That turns out to be an almost trivial process. The correct
order of the chapters is well known to scholars2. Anybody with access to
the web can download a version of the Koran and use a word processor to
produce a Koran in the right time order. It is a cut-and-paste job, no more,
no less. Once you have the Koran on your word processor and the proper
sequence of each chapter, it takes about an hour to produce a Koran with
the proper chronological sequence.
Problem 2: Topics

When you read a chapter in the Koran it jumps from one topic to the
next. The first clue is that the Arabic word, sura, which is translated as
“chapter” is not a chapter in the normal sense. A better term would be
folder, because it is just like a file folder with many different letters in it.
The problem is that one runs on into the next. Most versions of the Koran
introduce their own topic breaks.
2

Discovering the Quran, Neal Robinson, SCM Press Ltd, 1996, pgs. 78-79.
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One powerful method of organizing the suras into chapters is the
Koranic Argument. This method is discussed in the final chapter, “Conclusions” page 197.
Problem 3: Repetition

The Koran is filled with stories that allow easy categorization. The story
of Moses is easily recognized as a topic. Then there are the repetitive Arabic stories of Thamud and others. But there remains a lot of verbiage that
is not a story. How should it be arranged into topics?
Once the Koran is placed into the right chronological order, the next
step is to group together all of the similar repetitive material. One of the
most tiresome things about the Koran is the endless repetition.
The reason for the repetition is simple. The Koran is an exact recording
of Mohammed’s campaign of persuasion. Imagine that you are a reporter
and follow a political candidate around as he speaks. You will find that he
constantly repeats the same points, but with slight variations. This is what
happened with the Koran. Mohammed covered the same points over and
over again. Hence, the repetitive Koran. The Koran is an exact history of
Mohammed’s career as a prophet of Allah.
Once the Koran is categorized, similar topics can be grouped together.
This greatly simplifies the comprehension and ease of reading. When similar topics are grouped, it becomes easy to skip over them and not feel like
you are missing anything. It also allows the reader to see the small changes
in the stories. The Koran did not always repeat the story in the same way.
When the stories are grouped, another thing really stands out. Allah
was no storyteller. A story has a beginning, middle and an end. Not one
story in the Koran can stand on its own. There are always missing pieces. Even the Joseph story, technically the best told story in the Koran, is
incomplete.
Problem 4: Context

There is a missing piece to the Koranic puzzle. The missing piece is
Mohammed. Only Mohammed can make the Koran coherent. Take as an
example:
Allah gave you permission to cut down some palm trees and
leave others intact so as to shame the wicked [the Jews]. After Allah gave
the spoils to His Messenger, you made no move with horses or camels to
capture them [the Jews], but Allah gives His messengers power over what
He chooses. Allah is all-powerful.
Koran 59:5
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As you read along, this verse, without any context, just jumps out at
you. Why does Allah suddenly talk about palm trees? The answer is that
Mohammed attacked the Jews near Medina and he wanted to destroy
their economy by cutting down their date palm plantations.
So, if we weave Mohammed’s life into the Koran, then the Koran has a
context and all of the mystery is gone. By including Mohammed, we have
reproduced the original version. The Koran unfolded as needed by Mohammed. The Koran frequently gives a solution to an ongoing problem in
his life. When Mohammed’s life is integrated into it, the Koran becomes
an epic story that ends with the triumph of Islam.
Problem 5: Arabic

Islam frequently claims that the Koran cannot be translated. Much of
the Koran is written in a poetic style that is similar to the ancient classical
texts such as the Greek Odyssey. The Odyssey is an epic tale that is written
in poetry, which makes it easy to memorize. The Koran is also written, in
great part, in a poetic form that is easy to memorize.
Take an English proverb: “Birds of a feather, flock together.” We have
the information that a flock of birds only contains one type of bird, but it
is written in poetic form. Can the poetry of “Birds of a feather, flock together” be translated into Arabic? No. But the meaning of “a flock of birds
contains only one type of bird,” can be easily translated into Arabic.
The poetry of the Koran does not translate, but the meaning can be
translated. Read many different translations of the Koran and you will find
the meaning is consistent across the translations.
So, can the Koran be translated? In one sense, no. Can the meaning be
translated into any other language? Yes. If the meaning of a particular section of the Koran cannot be translated, then that implies that the concept
is not applicable to that language. Or said another way, that part of the
Koran would not be universal. But the Koran is very insistent upon the
fact that it is universal. It follows that the universal meaning can be translated into all languages. In particular, anything that is said about the Kafir
can be understood by the Kafir. If there are religious verses that only those
trained in classical Arabic can read, it does not concern the Kafir. Kafirs
do not care about the religion of Islam.
Problem 6: Strange names and terms

Nothing can be done about the names, as such. But it is simple to define
the names and terms and put them in brackets as an in-line comment.
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Problems 7, 8, 9: Contradictions, violence and Kafir

There is no way to temper these verses, except to say that they provide
the deepest insight into the true inner nature of the Koran. The violence
against the Kafir is central to the Koran, since it is frequent. The contradictions are part of Koranic doctrine called abrogation. The Koran directly
addresses the contradictions within it and provides a way to resolve the
issues. There will be much more said about this in the next chapter. The
contradictions are part of Islamic dualism. None of these problems can be
removed.
SUMMARY

The Koran can be made understandable by using:
• Chronology—putting the verses in the original historical order
• Categorizing—the method of grouping verses around the same
subject.
• Context—using Mohammed’s life to explain the circumstances and
environment of the text.
Any Muslim will tell you that this book is not a Koran. That may or may
not be, but this book is a key or map to the “real” Koran. After you read
this Koran, you will be able to pick up a “real” Koran and it will be easily
understood.
READING THE KORAN

The Koran is a difficult book when it is viewed as a religious text. But
when it is viewed as an historical and political text as well as a religious
text, it is a straightforward story. To understand the language, you need
some background. Islam holds that the Koran is the perfect record of what
the angel Gabriel (also called a spirit) told Mohammed. When the words
I, We, Us, and Me are used, they refer to Allah. I and We can occur in the
same verse.
The term “Say:” is used frequently and means that Gabriel is telling
Mohammed to say this to the people.
Another common term is “signs.” Signs can be manifestations of nature, e.g. rain after a drought, or signs can be verses of the Koran. Each
verse is considered a miracle by Islam.
With this background, read one of the epic stories of history. When you
finish it, you will be able to pick up any translation of the Koran and read
it with understanding.
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HOW THE VERSES ARE GROUPED

The classical arrangement of the Koran is by chapters (suras) and verses. The verses are not so useful in understanding since a verse is usually
a sentence, not an complete idea. So the first step for easy understanding
is to group the verses into paragraphs that contain a coherent thought
(pericope). As an example:
93:4 Certainly the future will be better than the past.
93:5 In the end your Lord will be generous to you, and you will be satisfied.
93:6 Did He not find you living like an orphan and give you a home?
93:7 Did He not find you lost and give you guidance?
93:8 Did He not find you poor, and did He not give you enough?

These verses have been grouped into a paragraph:
Certainly the future will be better than the past, and in the end your
Lord will be generous to you, and you will be satisfied. Did He not find
you living like an orphan and give you a home? Did He not find you lost
and give you guidance? Did He not find you poor, and did He not give you
enough?
93:4

REFERENCE NUMBERS

The information in this book can be traced back to the source by use of
the reference numbers:
I234 is a reference to Ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul Allah, translated by A. Guillaume as The Life of Muhammad. This is a reference to margin note 234.
T123 is a reference to The History of al-Tabari by the State University of
New York. The number refers to the margin note 123.
M234 is a reference to The Life of Mohammed by Sir William Muir, AMS
Press, New York, NY, 1975. The number is page 234.
B2,3,45 is a reference to Bukhari’s Hadith. The three example numbers
are volume 2, book 3, and number 45, a standard reference system.
M2,345 is a reference to Muslim’s Hadith. The example would be book
2, number 345.
12:45 is Koran chapter (sura) 12, verse 45.
It is the present state of knowledge of the West about Islam that there
is no standardized spelling of proper Arabic nouns. Examples: Muslim/
Moslem, Mohammed/Muhammad, Koran/Quran.
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IN THE BEGINNING
CHAPTER 1

33:21 You have an excellent example in Allah’s Messenger

for those of you who put your hope in Allah and the
Last Day and who praise Allah continually.

Be sure to read the Introduction.
Fourteen hundred years ago in Arabia, there was an orphan who became the first king of Arabia. Mohammed’s name would become the most
common name in the world. He was to create an empire that would dwarf
the Roman Empire, and he was to become the ideal pattern for all men
and make the god of the Arabs the god of all. The smallest aspect of his
behavior would be recorded in great detail and would set the pattern of
life for billions of people over 1400 years.
Mohammed’s father was called Abdullah, meaning slave of Allah. Allah
was a high god of the many gods worshiped in the town of Mecca. His
father died while his mother was pregnant. When he was five years old,
his mother died and his grandfather took over his upbringing. Then Mohammed was orphaned for the third time when his grandfather died and
his raising was assumed by his uncle, Abu Talib. All were of the Quraysh
tribe. These brief facts are the history known about his early childhood.
MOHAMMED ’ S TRIBE —THE QURAYSH

When Mohammed was born, there was no nation of Arabia, no Arabian king, no political unity. The society was tribal in nature and had the
usual tribal aspects. A person was not an individual as much as he was a
part of a tribe. Blood relations were everything, and when someone met
someone outside the tribe, the first question was what is your tribe and
your lineage? Your name gave a portion of your lineage. Without your
tribe you were fair game and very weak. Squabbling and fighting amongst
clans were common and were ruled by blood laws.
The Quraysh came to Mecca five generations before Mohammed under
the leadership of Qusayy. Under Qusayy the rituals of worship at the Kabah [a stone temple] were established. The Quraysh became the priestly
tribe of Mecca. They were the nobility of the town and held the ceremonial
offices.
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In addition to being religious leaders, the Quraysh were traders and
business men. Religion and business came together in the form of the different religious pilgrimages and the accompanying business transactions.
Mohammed’s clan was the Hashim clan of the Quraysh tribe. The
Hashimite clan is active in politics today.
MECCA AS A RELIGIOUS CENTER

In Mecca there was a stone building in the shape of a cube called the
Kabah. The Kabah was a religious site that contained many images of several tribal gods. We know of at least six other square stone houses called
Kabahs that were in other towns in Arabia. However, Islam holds that the
Kabah in Mecca was built by Abraham, the patriarch of the Jews.
The Kabah was the focus of religious rituals and a community center.
Rituals established by Qusayy included prostrations, ritual prayers, and
circling the Kabah while praying and drinking from the well called Zam
Zam. Other rituals included throwing stones at pillars which symbolized
the devil. Islam’s rituals come from the aboriginal Arabic religions.
Stones played an important part of the religions of Arabia. The Kabah
was made of stone and had an important stone, the Black Stone, built into
the corner of the Kabah. It was probably a meteorite and was a composite
of several stones. It is small in size, roughly seven inches in diameter. This
stone was touched only with the right hand and kissed by pilgrims. All of
these native rituals were incorporated into Islam.
The god, Allah, seems to have been a male god of the moon and was
probably the god of the Quraysh. Each tribe had its gods. There was not
much organization of gods, unlike the Greeks or Romans. Mohammed’s
father was named after Allah, but his other brothers were named after
other Arabic gods.
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EARLY LIFE
CHAPTER 2

3:131 Obey Allah and His messenger so that you may receive mercy.

CHILDHOOD

When Mohammed was eight years old, his grandfather died. He
was then taken in by Abu Talib, his uncle. His uncle took him on a trading trip to Syria, which was a very different place from Mecca. Syria was
a sophisticated country that was Christian and very much a part of the
cosmopolitan culture of the Mediterranean. It was Syrian Christians who
gave the Arabs their alphabet. When Mohammed was a child there had
never been a book written in Arabic. Only poems and business correspondence were written in Arabic.
I1151

MARRIAGE
I120 Mohammed was grown when he was hired by the wealthy widow
and a distant cousin Khadija to act as her agent in trading with Syria.
Mohammed had a reputation of good character and good business sense.
Trading from Mecca to Syria was risky business because it took skill to
manage a caravan and then to make the best deal in Syria. He managed
Khadija’s affairs well, and she returned a good profit on the trading.
I120 Khadija was a widow and well known among the Quraysh tribe.
Sometime after hiring Mohammed as her business agent, she proposed
marriage to him. They married and had six children. Their two sons died
in childhood, and the four daughters lived to adulthood.

MONOTHEISM IN ARABIA
I144 The Arabs referred to monotheism as Hanifiya and to those who
were monotheists as Hanifs. By far the strongest strain of monotheism
was represented by the Jews. After the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans due to the Zealot’s rebellion, Jews dispersed throughout the Middle
East, so there was a strong presence of Jews in Arabia. There were a few
Christians who were local Arabs, in fact, Mohammed’s wife had a cousin

1.

This reference is to Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul Allah
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who was a Christian. But the type of Christianity in the area of Mecca was
unorthodox with a Trinity of God, Jesus and Mary.
I144 Jews and Christians were called the People of the Book. Since there
was no book yet published in Arabic, this distinction was a strong one.
The sources of the Arabic religions were found in oral tradition and custom. The Meccans were aware of the Jewish Abrahamic myths, and though
Mecca was a long way from Syria where Abraham dwelt, the Meccans
claimed that Abraham and Ishmael had built the Kabah in ancient times.
I144 Even though there was a pull towards monotheism, it mixed with
ancient Arabic tribal religions in a society that had a tolerance for different
religious beliefs. In one clan, families would differ in the deities they included in their worship. These included deities that were brought into the
home through marriage outside of the clan and a belief of spirits, or jinns,
that could influence lives in good or bad ways.
I144-149 One monotheist, Zayd, abandoned all religion and created his
own monotheistic religion, making his own prayers and rituals. They were
a fusion of Judaism theology and tribal rituals, including use of the Kabah
for a prayer focus and prostrations. He said that Abraham prayed facing in
a sacred direction and condemned and publicly attacked his tribal members for their religion. The one god was to be feared, heaven was a garden,
and infidels would burn in Hell. He condemned any form of worship of
a god except the one god, and people submitted to the un-named one
god. Much of his poetry used the same language as the Koran did. He
referenced his worship to the Jewish patriarchs as they were pure in their
worship. Mohammed recognized him as a precursor.
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BEGINNING TEACHINGS
CHAPTER 3

4:13 These are the limits set up by Allah. Those who obey Allah

and His Messenger will be led into the Gardens watered by
flowing rivers to live forever. This is the ultimate reward!

I150 Mohammed would take month long retreats to be alone and do the
Quraysh religious practices. After the retreat he would go and circumambulate (circle and pray) the Kabah.
I152 At the age of forty Mohammed began to have visions and hear
voices. His visions were first shown to him as bright as daybreak during
his sleep in the month of Ramadan. Mohammed said that the angel,
Gabriel, came to him with a brocade with writing on it and commanded him to read. “What shall I read?” The angel pressed him and said,
“Read.” Mohammed said again, “What shall I read?” The angel pressed
him again tightly and again commanded, “Read!” Again the reply, “What
shall I read?”
The angel said:
96:1 Recite: In the name of your Lord, Who created man from clots of blood.
96:3 Recite: Your Lord is the most generous, Who taught the use of the pen

and taught man what he did not know.

T1150 Mohammed awoke from his sleep. Now Mohammed hated ecstatic poets and the insane. His thoughts were that he was now either a
poet or insane, that which he hated. He thought to kill himself by jumping
off a cliff. And off he went to do just that. Half way up the hill, he heard,
“Mohammed, You are the apostle of Allah and I am Gabriel.” He gazed at
the angel and no matter which way he turned his head the vision followed
his eyes. Mohammed stood there for a long time.
Then Mohammed began to receive what he called revelations such as:
97:1 Surely, We have revealed it [the Koran] on the night of power. And who

will explain to you what the night of power is? The night of power is better
than a thousand months. On that night the angels and the spirit descended
with their Lord’s permission, to do their every duty and all is peace until
the break of day.

6

BEGINNING TEACHINGS

55:1 Merciful Allah has taught the Koran, has created man, and has taught

him to speak. The sun and the moon follow their exact courses, and the
plants and the trees bow down in adoration. He has uplifted the sky and
set the balance of justice so that you may not exceed the right measure.
Measure fairly, and do not cheat the balance.
55:10 He has prepared the earth for his creatures. On it there are fruits
and palms with sheathed clusters and husked grains and fragrant plants.
Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:14 He has created man from clay like a potter, and He created the jinn1
from smokeless fire. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:17 He is the Lord of the east. He is the Lord of the west. Which of your
Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:19 He has freed the two seas [fresh water and salt water] so that they
meet, but separated them with a barrier that they cannot breach. Which of
your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
55:22 From the seas come pearls and coral. Which of your Lord’s blessings
would you deny?
55:24 His ships sail the seas, towering like mountains. Which of your Lord’s
blessings would you deny?
55:26 Everything on the earth will perish, but the majestic and glorious face
of your Lord will endure forever. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you
deny?
55:29 Everything in the heavens and the earth look to Him. Every day
He exercises absolute power. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you
deny?
55:31 Soon We will settle the affairs of men and jinn [invisible beings made
of fire]. Which of your Lord’s blessings would you deny?
THE FIRST CONVERT
I156 Mohammed’s wife, Khadija, was the first convert. From the first she
had encouraged him, believed him. She knew him to be of good character
and did not think him to be deceived or crazy.
Soon he stopped hearing voices or seeing visions and became depressed
and felt abandoned. Then his visions started again and said:

By the brightness of the noonday sun and by the night at its darkest,
your Lord has not forgotten you, and He does not hate you.
93:4 Certainly the future will be better than the past, and in the end your
Lord will be generous to you, and you will be satisfied. Did He not find
you living like an orphan and give you a home? Did He not find you lost
and give you guidance? Did He not find you poor, and did He not give you
enough?
93:1

1. Islam has an entire world of spirits called jinns (genies). They can influence humans
for good or bad.
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Therefore, do not oppress the orphan, and do not scold the beggar.
Instead, announce the bounty of your Lord.
93:9

Then Mohammed began to tell others who were close to him of words
in his visions.
1:1 In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
1:2 Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds. The Compassionate,

the Merciful. King of the Judgment Day.
1:5 Only You do we worship, and to You alone do we ask for help. Keep us
on the straight and narrow path. The path of those that You favor; not the
path of those who anger You [the Jews] nor the path of those who go astray
[the Christians].
107:1 What do you think of him who treats Our religion as a lie, who trusts

that others will raise the orphan, and does not urge others to feed the poor?
Woe to those who pray, but whose prayers are careless and to those who
make a show of devotion, but refuse to help the needy.
Not the devout, who pray constantly and whose wealth has a fixed
portion set aside for beggars and the destitute, and those who believe in
the Judgment Day, and those who fear their Lord’s punishment—because
no one is safe from their Lord’s punishment—and who control their sexual
desires (except with their wives or slave-girls, with them there is no blame;
but whoever indulges their lust beyond this are transgressors), and who
keep their trusts and promises, and who tell the truth, and who are attentive to their prayers. These will live with honors in Gardens.
70:22

He who gives alms and fears Allah and accepts the good, to him We
will make the path to happiness easy. But he who is greedy and does not
think he needs Allah’s help and calls the good a lie, to him We will make
the path to misery easy. And what good will his wealth do him when he
dies?
92:12 Certainly it is up to Us to guide man and certainly the future and the
past belong to Us. Therefore I warn you of the blazing Fire. Only the most
wretched will be thrown into it, those who call the truth a lie and turn
their backs.
92:17 Those who fear Allah will escape it and so will those who give away
their wealth so that they may be purified; and who give freely without hope
of reward, except seeking the pleasure of his Lord, the most high, certainly
in the end they will be content.
92:5

I swear by the fig and the olive, by Mount Sinai, and by this inviolate
land [Mecca]! We have created man in a noble image then reduced him
to the lowest of the low, except those who believe and do the right things,
because their reward will never fail.
95:1
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Then, who can convince you that the judgment is a lie? Is Allah not
the best of judges?
95:7

PRAYER
I157 Mohammed began to do his prayers with his new understanding.
At first he did two prostrations with each prayer. Later he understood that
he should use four prostrations per prayer and use two prostrations when
he was traveling.
I158 Then when he was on a mountain he saw a vision in which Gabriel showed him how to do ritual ablutions as a purification ritual before
prayer. He went home and showed his wife, Khadija, how he now understood the prayer rituals to be done and she copied him.
T1162 Mohammed, his wife and nephew, Ali, started praying at the Kabah with their new rituals of ablutions and prayer with prostrations. A
visitor asked about this new ritual and was told that it was a new religion
and that Mohammed said that he would receive the treasures of Rome
and Persia.

You [Mohammed] wrapped up in your robe, awake half the night,
more or less, to pray and recite the Koran in a measured rhythm, because
We will send down to you a weighty message. Certainly nightfall is a time
when impressions are stronger and speech is more certain. Obviously, the
day is filled with constant work.
73:8 Remember the name of your Lord, and devote yourself to Him with
complete devotion. Lord of the east and the west; there is no god except
Allah. Take Him for your protector.
73:1

THE FIRST MALES TO ACCEPT ISLAM
I159 A famine overtook the Quraysh and Mohammed’s uncle Abu Talib
had a large family. Abu Talib was a well respected tribal leader, but had
fallen on hard times. Mohammed went to another uncle, Al Abbas, and
they both went to Abu Talib and offered to help raise two of his children.
Ali went into Mohammed’s house to be raised by him and Khadija. When
Ali turned ten he joined with Mohammed in his new religion, Islam.
I160 Mohammed and Ali used to go to the edge of town to practice their
new ritual prayers. One day Abu Talib came upon them and asked what
were they doing? Mohammed replied, “Uncle, this is the religion of Allah,
His angels, His prophets and the religion of Abraham. Allah has sent me
as an apostle to all mankind. You, my uncle, deserve that I should teach
you the truth and call you to Islam.” His uncle said that he could not give
up the religion of his ancestors, but that he would support Mohammed.
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The native Arabic religions were tribal in that every tribe had its deities,
but the ceremonies and traditions were passed down by oral tradition, not
in writing.
Mohammed lived in Mecca, which had been a religious center for
many generations. It had a stone building that was roughly shaped like
a cube and was called a Kabah. There were at least five other Kabahs in
other towns in Arabia. The Kabah was a religious center for many of the
native religions. Some sources say that there were as many as 360 deities
worshiped in Mecca, a city that was profoundly polytheistic and tolerant.
There were religious festivals that involved pilgrimages to Mecca, so at
different times of the year, many tribes would gather to trade and do religious ceremonies.
One of the many gods in Mecca was Allah, a moon god. The native
religions did not have any formal structure to the many deities, but Allah
was a high god. Allah was the primary god of the Quraysh tribe of Mohammed, and Mohammed’s father was named Abdullah, slave of Allah.
The idea of having an Arabian prophet was new. The sources of the
native religions were unknown, but the new religion of Islam had a
self-declared prophet. The Jews had prophets, and now the Arabs had a
prophet in Mohammed.
87:1 Praise the name of your Lord, the Most High, who has created and pro-

portioned all things, who has determined man’s destinies and guided them,
who brought forth the pasture, and reduced it to dusty stubble.
87:6 We will teach you to recite [the Koran] so that you do not forget, unless Allah wishes. He knows everything manifest and secret, and We will
make it easy for you [Mohammed] to attain a state of ease. Therefore give
warning because the warning is profitable. He who fears Allah will receive
the warning, and only the most unfortunate ones will avoid it. They will be
flung into Hellfire, in which there is no death or life.

Since Mohammed was a prophet, it was natural that the Koran should
pick the thread of the history of the Jews and their prophets, such as Abraham and Moses.
Abraham
Have you heard the story of Abraham’s honored guests? They went
to him and said, “Peace!” And he replied, “Peace, strangers.” And he went
among his household and brought out a fatted calf, and he set it before
them and said, “Do you want to eat?” They did not, and he became afraid
of them. They said to him, “Do not be afraid,” and gave him the news that
he was going to father a wise son. Abraham’s wife came forward with a cry,
striking her face, and said, “But I am old and barren!”
51:24
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51:30 They said, “Your Lord says it is true, and he is wise and knowing.”
51:31 Abraham said, “What errand are you on, messengers?” They replied,

“We are sent to a wicked people, to shower them with stones of clay, sent by
your Lord for their excesses.”
51:35 We went to evacuate the believers in the city, but We only found one
Muslim family, and We left signs warning those who fear the painful punishment. Moses was another sign. We sent him to Pharaoh with manifest
authority. But Pharaoh was confident of his might and turned his back
and said, “You are a magician, or insane.” So We seized him and his army
and cast them into the sea, and he had only himself to blame.

Moses
79: 15 Have you heard the story of Moses? How his Lord called to him in the

sacred valley of Tuwa, saying, “Go to Pharaoh. He has rebelled, and say,
‘Do you want to be purified?’ Then I will guide you to your Lord so that
you may fear Him.”
79:20 And Moses showed Pharaoh a great miracle. But Pharaoh denied
it and disobeyed. Furthermore, he turned his back and rebelled against
Allah. He gathered an army and made a proclamation, saying, “I am your
lord, the most high.” So Allah punished him and made an example of him
in this life and the hereafter. Surely this is a lesson for those who fear Allah.

Mohammed preached the doctrine of the Day of Judgment.
88:1 Have you heard the news of the overwhelming event?
88:2 Some faces will be downcast that day, troubled and weary, burnt at the

scorching Fire, forced to drink from a fiercely boiling fountain, with only
bitter thorns for food, which neither nourishes nor satisfies hunger.

88:8 Other faces that day will be joyous, and in a lofty Garden, very pleased

with their past efforts. No vain talk will be heard there. There will be gushing fountains. There will be raised couches, and goblets placed nearby, and
cushions arranged, and carpets spread out.

Will they consider the camels and how they were made? Or consider
how the sky was upraised, and how the mountains are rooted, and how the
earth is spread?
88:21 Warn them, because you [Mohammed] are merely a warner. You
have no authority over them, but whoever turns back and disbelieves, Allah will punish them terribly.
88:25 Truly they will return to Us. Then it will be time for Us to settle their
accounts.
88:17
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After the day of doom would come Paradise and Hell.
56:1 When

the inevitable day of terror arrives, no one will treat its sudden
arrival as a lie. That day many will be crushed! That day some will be
exalted!
56:4 When the earth is shaken to its core, and the mountains crumble to
powder and become scattered dust, and the people are divided into three
groups, the people of the right hand—Oh, how happy the people of the
right hand will be!
56:9 The people of the left hand—Oh, how wretched they will be!
56:10 The people who were foremost on earth [the first to follow Mohammed], they will be foremost in the hereafter. A large number of those who
lived before are the people who will be brought close to Allah, in Gardens of
delight. A few of those who lived later [after Islam was well established] will
be on decorated couches, reclining on them face to face. They will be waited
on by immortal young boys with goblets and ewers and a cup of pure wine
that gives no headache nor muddles the mind, and with fruits that are
most pleasing, and with the flesh of birds that they desire. In compensation
for their past good deeds, they will have houris [heavenly companions of
pleasure] with big, dark eyes like pearls peeking from their shells. They will
not hear any vain or sinful talk, only the cry, “Peace! Peace!”
56:27 The people of the right-hand—Oh! How happy the people of the righthand will be resting on raised couches amid thornless sidrahs [plum trees]
and talh trees [banana trees], thick with fruit, and in extended shade and
constantly flowing waters, and abundant fruits, neither forbidden nor out
of reach. And We have specially made for them houris, companions, chaste
and pure virgins, lovers and friends of equal age with them for the people
of the right hand, a large number of the people of old, and a large number
of the people of the latter generations.
56:41 The people of the left-hand—Oh, how wretched the people of the lefthand will be amid scorching winds and scalding water, and in the shade of
black smoke, neither cool nor refreshing. Formerly they were blessed with
worldly pleasures, yet they persisted in terrible sin and used to say, “What
will be resurrected after we have died and crumbled to bone and dust?
What about our fathers, the men of old?”
56:49 Say: Yes, the former and the latter. They will all be gathered at the
appointed hour.
56:51 Then those who denied [Mohammed was a prophet] and erred will
certainly eat from the Ez-zakkoum tree [a tree of Hell], and they will gorge
themselves with it. Then they will drink scalding water and will drink like
a thirsty camel. This will be their feast on the Judgment Day!
I161 There was added a new element to the religion. Any person who
rejected the revelations of Mohammed would be eternally punished. The
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culture of religious tolerance in Mecca now had a new religion which
preached the end of tolerance. Only Islam was acceptable.
I166 Since the word was out, Mohammed began to openly preach his
new doctrine. He had been private for three years before he went public.
The first of many parables was given:
68:17 Surely, We have tried them [the Meccans] as We tried the owners of

the garden, when they swore they would harvest its fruit in the morning;
but added no exception [by saying, “If it is the will of Allah”]. Then an
encompassing plague from your Lord swept through it while they slept,
and by the morning the garden was barren, as if all its fruit had been cut.
68:21 At dawn they called to each other, “Go to your fields early if you want
to cut your dates.” So they went, quietly whispering to each other, “No poor
man will enter your garden today.” And so they went out at dawn to their
fields with this purpose in mind.
68:26 But when they saw the garden, they said, “Surely we have gone astray.
Indeed, our harvest is destroyed.” The best among them said, “Did I not say
to you, ‘Why do you refuse to praise Allah?’” They said, “Glory to our Lord!
Surely we have done wrong.”
68:30 Then they began to blame one another, and they said, “Woe to us! We
were insolent! Perhaps our Lord will give us a better garden in exchange.
Surely we beg this from our Lord.”
68:33 This has been their punishment, but the punishment of the hereafter
is even greater, but they did not know this. Surely the Allah-fearing will
be in Gardens of Delight in the presence of their Lord. Should We deal
with those who have submitted to Allah like We do those who offend him?
What has happened to you [unbelievers] to make you judge as you do?
Do you have a Scripture from which you can learn how you can have the
things that you choose? Or have you received an oath from Us, binding
until Judgment Day, that you will have everything you demand? Ask them
[the unbelievers] who will guarantee this? Or do they have other gods? Let
them bring their other gods if they are telling the truth.

The Arabs had always believed in jinns, invisible beings created from fire.
Now they appeared in the Koran.
114:1 Say: I seek protection with the Lord of men, the king of men, the judge

of men, and from the mischief of gossips, who whisper into the hearts of
men tales against the jinn and men.
I created jinn and man only to worship me. I need no livelihood
from them, and I do not need them to feed me. Truly, Allah is the sole
sustainer, the possessor of power, and the unmovable!
51:56
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Let those who injure you share the fate of the sinners of old. They
should not challenge Me to hasten it. Woe to the unbelievers, because of the
day they are threatened with.
51:59

The other deities in Mecca were attacked.
53:19 Do you see Al-Lat and Al-Ozza, and Manat [Arabic deities] the third

idol? What? Do you have male children and Allah female children [Arabs
called angels the daughters of Allah]? That is an unfair division!
53:23 These are mere names. You and your fathers gave them these names.
Allah has not acknowledged them. They follow only their own conceits and
desires, even though their Lord has already given them guidance.
53:27 Surely, the ones who give female names to the angels are the ones who

do not believe in the hereafter, but of this they have no knowledge. They are
following a guess, and a guess cannot replace the truth.
53:29 Stay away from those who turn their backs on Our warnings and desire only the present life. This is all that they know. Truly, your Lord knows
everything about those who stray from his path, and He knows everything
about those who have accepted his guidance. Whatever is in the heavens
and on the earth belongs to Allah. He may reward evildoers according to
their own deeds and those who do good will be rewarded with good things.
53:32 Surely, your Lord is filled with forgiveness for those who avoid great
sins and shameful acts and only commit minor sins. He knew you well
when He brought you out of the earth and when you were in your mother’s
womb. Do not try to justify yourself. He knows the Allah-fearing people
the best.

Mohammed’s task in Mecca was difficult.
Therefore, continue to warn men. By the grace of your Lord, you are
neither insane, nor a soothsayer.
52:30 Will people say, “He is a poet! Let us wait until his fortunes turn.” ?
Say: “Wait,” because truthfully, I will wait with you.
52:32 Is it their dreams that cause them to do this? Or is it because they are
a perverse people? Will they say, “He has written it [the Koran] himself?”
No! It is because they did not believe. If that is true, let them write a book
like it.
52:35 Were they created from nothing? Did they create themselves? Did they
create the heavens and the earth? No! It is because they have no faith. Do
they possess your Lord’s treasures? Do they have absolute power? Can they
communicate with the angels? If so, let them bring proof.
52:39 Does Allah have daughters while you have sons? Do you ask them for
a payment so that they are weighed down with debt? Do they have secret
knowledge that they can write down? Do they try to set traps for you? The
unbelievers are the ones that are ensnared. Do they have any gods besides
52:29
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Allah? Glory be to Allah above the false gods they join with Him. If they
saw a piece of the sky falling, they would say, “It is only a dense cloud.”
52:45 Ignore them until they meet the day when they will swoon with terror—a day when their tricks will avail them nothing and no help will come
their way. Truly, there is another punishment for the evildoers, but most of
them do not know it.
52:48 Wait patiently for your Lord’s Judgment, because you are in Our eye.
Sing Allah’s praises when you rise up, and give Him praise at night and
when the stars are setting.

The Koran contains encouragement for Mohammed:
Did We not open your heart for you [Mohammed] and relieve you of
the burden that hurt your back? And did We not improve your reputation? So, certainly, with every hardship there is relief. Certainly, with every
hardship there is relief.
94:7 When you are through with prayers, you should continue to work. Do
everything you can to please your Lord.
94:1

Mohammed spent a great deal of time arguing with the Meccans and
telling them that they were doomed to Hell if they rejected him and
his message.
When the sky is split in half and obeys its Lord, as it must; when the
earth is flattened, and has cast out everything it contains and is empty [the
graves deliver the dead], and obeys its Lord, as it must; then certainly those
who want to meet their Lord will meet Him.
84:7 He who receives his book [of life’s deeds] in his right hand [saved in
Paradise], his account will be taken by a quick and easy reckoning and he
will return joyously to his people. But those who receive their book behind
their backs [damned to Hell] will invite destruction. They will burn in the
Fire. They lived joyously among their people because they did not believe
that they would return to Allah, but their Lord is always watching them.
84:16 So I do not need to swear by the glow of sunset, and by the night and
everything it conceals, and by the moon at its fullest. You will certainly
travel from stage to stage.
84:20 What is wrong with those who do not believe? When the Koran
is read to them, why do they refuse to bow down? The unbelievers call
it a lie.
84:23 But Allah knows their secrets, so announce to them a painful punishment. Those who believe and do good deeds, they will have a reward that
never ends.
84:1
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The Meccans said that there was no Day of Doom. The Koran:
83:1 Woe to the cheaters who always demand full measure from others, but

skimp when they measure out or weigh to others. What! Do they believe
that they will not be resurrected on the great day when all men will stand
before the Lord of the worlds? Yes! The register [a record of actions] of the
wicked is in Sidjin [a place in Hell where the sinners’ records are kept].
And who will make you understand what Sidjin is? It is a complete record.
83:10 Woe on that day to those who deny Our signs, who regard the Judgment Day as a lie! No one regards it as a lie except the transgressor or the
criminal, who, when Our signs are recited to him, says, “Old wives tales!”
No! Their habits have become like rust on their hearts. Yes, they will be
veiled from their Lord’s light that day. Then they will be burned in Hell.
They will be told, “This is what you called a lie.”
83:18 No! But the register of the righteous is in Illiyoun [a place in Paradise
where the actions of the righteous are recorded]. And who will make you
understand what Illiyoun is? It is a complete record, attested to by the
angels nearest Allah.
83:22 Surely, the righteous will live among delights! Seated on bridal couches they will gaze around. You will see the delight in their faces. Fine wines,
sealed with musk, will be given them to drink. For those who have aspirations, aspire for wine mixed with the waters of Tasnim, a fountain where
those close to Allah drink.
83:29 Sinners used to jeer at the believers and wink at one another when
one passed by, and they jested as they returned to their own people. When
they see believers, they say, “Those people have gone astray.” And yet they
were not sent to be the guardians of those people.
83:34 On that day the faithful will mock the unbelievers, while they sit on
bridal couches and watch them. Should not the unbelievers be paid back
for what they did?

Not only were the present day Meccans going to Hell if they did not follow
Mohammed, history was full of those who were doomed to Hell for ignoring the message of Allah.
69:1 The Inevitable! Who will make you understand what the Inevitable is?
69:3 The people of Thamud and Ad [Ad lay on an old trade route north of

Mecca. It was abandoned in Mohammed’s day] regarded the Judgment
Day as a lie. The people of Thamud were destroyed by crashing thunderbolts. The people of Ad were destroyed by a roaring blast of wind. The wind
did Allah’s bidding against them for a full week. During that time you
could have seen the people laid low, as if they had been the trunks of hollow
palms. Could you have seen any of them surviving?
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Pharaoh, too, and those who thrived before him, and the overthrown
cities, all committed sin, and disobeyed the messenger sent by their Lord.
That is why He punished them with an accumulated punishment.
69:11 When the flood rose high, We carried you in the ark so We could use
that event to warn you and so the hearing ear might hear it. But when
one blast is sounded on the trumpet, and the earth and the mountains are
shaken, and both are simultaneously crushed into powder, on that day the
woe that must come suddenly will come, and the sky will be split in two,
because it will be fragile that day. The angels will align on the edges of the
sky and over them. Eight will carry up the throne of your Lord.
69:18 On that day you will be brought before Him and none of your secrets
will remain secret. Those who receive their book in their right hand will
say to their friends, “Take my book and read it. I always knew that I would
come to my reckoning.” And he will have a life of bliss, in a lofty Garden,
with clusters of fruit nearby. Eat and drink with satisfaction. This is the
reward for the good acts that you performed in the past.
69:25 But those who receive their book with their left hand will say, “Oh,
I wish that I were never given my book and that I had never heard of my
reckoning! I wish that death had been the end of me! My wealth has done
me no good! My power has fled from me!”
69:30 Take him, and chain him, and cast him into Hell. Then fasten him to
a seventy-yard chain, because he did not believe in Allah, the Greatest, and
did not help to feed the poor. He will have no friends here that day, no food,
only the pus that runs from sores, which only the sinners eat.
69:38 I do not need to swear by what you see and by that which you do
not see—that this is surely the word of an honored messenger! It is not
the word of a poet—you have so little faith! It is also not the word of a
soothsayer—you heed little of Our warning! It is a message from the Lord
of the worlds.
69:44 If he [Mohammed] had invented any of Our revelations, We would
have grabbed him by the right hand, and cut his throat, and We would not
have protected him from any of you.
69:48 But, surely, the Koran is a warning for the Allah-fearing. We know
many think it is a lie. But it will cause grief for the unbelievers, because it
is the absolute truth.
69:52 Praise the name of your Lord, the Greatest.
69:9

I166 The Muslims went to the edge of Mecca to pray in order to be alone.
One day a group of the Quraysh came upon them and began to mock
them and a fight started. Saad, a Muslim, picked up the jaw bone of a camel and struck one of the Quraysh with it and bloodied him. This violence
was the first blood to be shed in Islam.
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I167 When Mohammed spoke about his new religion, it did not cause
any problems among the Meccans. Then Mohammed began to condemn
their religion and rituals and worship. This was a new phenomena. New
religions could be added and had been, but not to the detriment to others.
The Meccans took offense and resolved to treat him as an enemy. Luckily,
he had the protection of his influential uncle, Abu Talib.
I168 Some of the Quraysh went to Abu Talib, Mohammed’s tribal protector, and said to him, “Your nephew has cursed our gods, insulted our
religion, mocked our way of life, criticized our civilization, attacked our
virtues, and said that our forefathers were ignorant and in error. You must
stop him, or you must let us stop him. We will rid you of him.” Abu Talib
gave them a soft reply and sent them away.
I169 The Quraysh saw that Abu Talib would not help. Mohammed continued to preach Islam and attack them and their lives. Mecca was a small
town, everybody knew everybody. Islam had split the town of Mecca and
divided the ruling and priestly tribe. The Quraysh were attacked at the
very ground of their social being.
I170 Things got much worse. Now there was open hostility in the town.
Quarrels increased, arguments got very heated. Complete disharmony
dominated the town. The tribe started to abuse the recently converted
Muslims. But Mohammed’s uncle Abu Talib was a respected elder and
was able to protect them from real harm.

THE FAIR

Mecca was a town with two sources of money from the outside. The
first was trading, and Mohammed had made his money in the caravan
trade. The other was the fees from the pilgrims to the shrine of the Kabah.
Fairs combined a little of both. All the tribes came for a fair. People would
see old acquaintances and buy, sell or trade goods. Since Mecca was one
of several sacred or pilgrim sites, rituals for the different tribal gods were
performed around the Kabah and Mecca.
I171 It was time for the fair and the Quraysh were in turmoil. They
were desperate that the divisions and rancor that had come with Mohammed’s preaching not spread to the other clans outside Mecca. So a group
of concerned Quraysh talked and decided to meet with Al Walid, a man
of respect and influence. He told them that all the visitors would come to
them and ask about this man Mohammed and what he was preaching.
It was a foregone conclusion that Mohammed would preach and people
would ask.
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I171 But what could they agree on to tell the visitors so that there could
be one voice. What would they call him? Was he possessed? Crazy? A
ecstatic poet? A sorcerer? Who was he? What was he? Finally they agreed
upon Mohammed being a sorcerer since he separated a son from his father or brother or wife or from his family.
68:1 NUN1.

By the pen and by what the angels write, by the grace of your
Lord, you [Mohammed] are not possessed! Certainly, a limitless reward
awaits you, because you have a noble nature, but you will see and they will
see, which of you is insane.
By the star when it sets, your companion [Mohammed] is not wrong,
nor is he misled, and he does not speak out of his own desire.
53:4 This [the Koran] is a revelation only to him. The Lord of mighty power
filled it with wisdom and taught it to him. Allah appeared in a stately form
in the highest part of the horizon. He approached and came nearer, at a
distance of about two bow-lengths, or even closer, and he gave his revelation to his servant.
53:11 His heart did not invent what he saw. What! Will you dispute with
him what he saw? He had seen Gabriel before, near the Sidrah-tree [a
shade tree], which marks the boundary near the Garden of repose. When
the Sidrah-tree was mysteriously covered, his eye did not turn away, nor
did it wander because he saw his Lord’s greatest sign.
53:1

I171 So the Meccans split up and went out on the roadsides of town to
speak with the travelers before they even arrived at Mecca.
I171 Mohammed delivered a message from Allah about Al Walid, the
leader of the unbelievers. Indeed, many of the rich and powerful, who
resisted Mohammed, earned their place in the Koran. The Koran gives
such precise details and direct quotes of their arguments that if you were a
Meccan of that day, you would know exactly who the person was.

No, man is certainly stubborn. He sees himself as wealthy. Certainly,
all things return to your Lord.
96:9 What do you think of a man [Abu Jahl] who holds back a servant of
Allah [Mohammed] when he prays? Do you think that he is on the right
path, or practices piety? Do you think that he treats the truth as a lie and
turns his back? Does he not know that Allah sees everything?
96:15 No! Certainly if he does not stop, We will grab him by the forelock
[cutting off or holding by the forelock was a shame in Arabic culture], the
lying, sinful forelock! Let him call his comrades [the other Meccans]. We
will call the guards of Hell. No, do not obey him, rather, adore and get
closer to Allah.
96:6

1 These Arabic letters are found in the first verse of several chapters. Their meaning is
not known.
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Let Me deal with My creations, whom I have given great riches and
sons to sit by their side, and whose lives I have made smooth and comfortable. And still he [Al Walid] wants me to give him more. No, I say. He is
an enemy of Our revelations. I will impose a dreadful punishment on him
because he plotted and planned.
74:19 Damn him! How he planned. Again, Damn him! How he planned.
74:21 Then he looked around and frowned and scowled and turned his back
with vain pride and said, “This is nothing but old magic; it is the work of
a mere mortal.”
74:26 We will certainly throw him into Hell.
74:27 What will make you realize what Hell is? It leaves nothing, and it
spares nothing. It chars the skin.
74:30 Nineteen angels oversee it. The angels are the only guardians of Hell,
and We have set their number to confuse the unbelievers and to give the
believers certain knowledge of the truth of the Koran so the believers will
increase their faith. So the believers and the others who have received the
Scriptures have no doubts. The weak of heart and the unbelievers will ask,
“What does Allah mean by this parable?”
74:34 This is how Allah confuses whom He will and how He guides whom
He chooses: no one knows the armies of your Lord except Allah himself.
This is nothing but a warning to men.
74:35 No, by the moon and by the night as it retreats and by the dawn as it
breaks, Hell is one of the most dreadful woes filled with warning to men,
to any who choose to go forward [believers] or to any who choose to stay
behind [unbelievers].
74:41 Every soul is pledged for its own deeds except those that stand on
Allah’s right hand. In their gardens they will ask the wicked: “What has
brought you to Hell?”
74:44 They will say, “We did not pray, we did not feed the hungry, we argued
with the small-minded, and we denied the Judgment Day until our dying
day.”
74:49 No mediation or intercession will help them. What is wrong with
them that they reject Our warning like a frightened donkey fleeing a lion?
Each of them wants to have everything spelled out, but that cannot be.
They do not fear the hereafter.
74:54 No! The Koran is warning enough. Anyone who chooses shall be
warned. Only if Allah pleases will the people be warned. He is to be feared
and often forgiving.
74:11

Let the hands of Abu Lahab [Mohammed’s uncle and an opponent]
die and let him die! His wealth and attainments will not help him. He will
be burned in Hell, and his wife will carry the firewood, with a palm fiber
rope around her neck.
111:1
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I172 The plan of hurting Mohammed by warning the visitors made everyone more curious. When they heard Mohammed’s soaring words from
the Koran many visitors were impressed. When they left they took all the
stories from Mecca, the Quraysh, the new Muslims and then, of course,
Mohammed. Soon all of that part of Arabia was talking.
I178 In what would be very fortuitous for Mohammed, the Arabs of
Medina were attracted to Mohammed’s message. Since half of their town
were Jews, the Arabs of Medina were used to the talk of only one god.
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CHAPTER 4

3:32 Say: Obey Allah and His messenger, but if they reject it,

then truly, Allah does not love those who reject the faith.

The arguments continued. The Koran condemns those who argue with
Mohammed.
25:32 Those who disbelieve say, “Why was the Koran not revealed to him all

at once?” It was revealed one part at a time so that We might strengthen
your heart with it and so that We might rehearse it with you gradually, in
slow, well-arranged stages.
25:33 They will not come to you with any difficult questions for which We
have not provided you the true and best answers. Those who will be gathered together face down in Hell will have the worst place and will be the
farthest away from the right path.

The reaction of the Meccans was with false arguments.
18:54 In this Koran We have given to man every kind of example, but man

is, in most respects, contentious. Nothing prevents men from believing
when guidance comes to them nor from asking their Lord’s forgiveness, unless it is that they wish that the same fate which befell the ancients should
also befall them—that they come face to face with doom.
18:56 We do not send messengers except as bearers of glad tidings and to
give warnings. Yet the unbelievers make false contentions so that they
may refute the truth. They mock Our signs just like they do Our warnings. Who is more unjust than he who is reminded of His Lord’s signs
but turns away from them and forgets what His hands have done? Truly
We have placed veils over their hearts so that they do not understand,
and deafness over their ears. Even if you give them guidance, they will not
follow.
18:58 Your Lord is most forgiving, the Lord of mercy. If He were to give them
what they deserve, He would certainly have hastened their punishment,
but they have an appointed time which they cannot escape. The same could
be said for the cities. We destroyed them when they behaved wickedly, and
We appointed a set time for their destruction.

The native religions that had been practiced for time out of mind were all
false and condemned in every way.

22

PUBLIC TEACHING

37:11 Ask the Meccans whether they or the angels are the stronger creation?

We created men from clay.
37:12 Truly you [Mohammed] are amazed when they mock. When they
[the Meccans] are warned, they pay no attention. When they see a sign,
they begin to mock and say, “This is obviously magic. What? Will we be
resurrected after we are nothing but dust and bones? And what about our
ancestors?”
37:18 Tell them, “Yes! And you will be disgraced.” There will be a single cry,
and they will look around and say, “Oh, woe to us!” This is the day of reckoning. This is the Judgment Day that you said was a lie.
37:22 Gather together the unjust, their consorts [the demons], and the false
gods they worshiped besides Allah and point them down the road to Hell.
Stop them because they must be questioned. “What is wrong with you that
you do not help each other?”
37:26 But on this day, they will submit to Allah and blame one another.
They will say, “You [the demons] used to come to us from the right-hand
side [the side of a good omen].” But they [the demons] will answer, “No, it
was you who did not believe. We had no power over you. No, you were a
wicked people. Our Lord’s sentence has been passed upon us, and we will
surely taste our punishment. We misled you because we were lost.” Therefore, they will be partners in punishment that day.
37:34 Truly, that is how We deal with the guilty, because when they were
told that there is no god but Allah, they swelled with pride and said,
“Should we abandon our gods for a crazy poet?”
37:37 No! He [Mohammed] comes truthfully and confirms the prophets of
old. You will surely taste the painful punishment, and you will be punished
for what you have done, all except the sincere servants of Allah! They will
have a fixed banquet of fruits; and they will be honored in the Garden
of delight, facing one another on couches. A cup filled from a gushing
spring will be passed among them, crystal clear and delicious to those
who drink. It causes neither pain nor intoxication. And with them are
companions [houris] with large eyes and modest glances, fair like a sheltered egg. They will ask one another questions. One of them will say, “I
had a close friend who said, ‘Are you one of those who accept the truth?
What? When we have died, and become dust and bones, will we really be
judged?’”
37:54 He will say to those around him, “Will you look?” Looking down, he
saw his friend in the depths of Hell. And he will say to him, “By Allah, you
almost destroyed me. Except for my Lord’s favor, I surely would have been
one of those who came with you into torment.”
37:58 “Is it not true that we will not die,” say the blessed, “except for our
first death and that we have escaped the torment?” Certainly this is the
supreme achievement! For something like this, a striver should strive!
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37:62 Is this a better feast than the Zaqqum tree [the tree of Hell]? We have

certainly made the tree to torment the wicked. It grows at the bottom of
Hell. Its fruit is like the heads of vipers. The damned will certainly eat it
until their bellies fill. Then they will drink a mixture of boiling water. Then
they will return to the Fire.
37:69 The damned knew that the religion of their fathers was wrong, but
they still followed the old religion. Even before them, most of the ancients
erred, though We had sent messengers to warn them. See what happened
to these warned ones except for Allah’s true servants?
21:92 Truly, this religion of yours is the only religion, and I am your Lord, so

worship Me. But they have broken their religion [Christianity] into sects,
and yet they will all return to Us. Whoever does good things and believes
will not have his efforts denied. We will record everything.
21:95 There is a ban on those cities We have destroyed. They will not return
until Gog and Magog [barbarians who figure in the Final Days] are let
loose and they hurry from every hillside and the true promise draws near.
Then the unbelievers will stare in horror and say, “Oh no! We lived in ignorance. No, we were unjust.”
21:98 Surely you and those you worship besides Allah are nothing but fuel
for Hell. You will be sent there. If these were gods, they would not be sent
down into it, but all of them will live there forever. There they will do nothing but weep, and that will be the only thing that they hear.
21:101 But those for whom We have ordained, good things will be far away.
They will not hear the slightest sound from Hell as they live according to
their soul’s desire. The great Terror [Judgment Day] will cause them no
grief. Instead, the angels will greet them every day by saying, “This is your
day, the day that you were promised, the day when We roll the heavens
up like a scroll. Just as We made the first creation, so We will reproduce
it. This is a promise We are bound to. Truly it is something We will fulfill.
After the message was given to Our servants We wrote in the Psalms, My
righteous servants will inherit the earth.” Surely there is a message here for
those who worship Allah.

The Meccans had many leaders who resisted Mohammed.
38:55 But the evil have a terrible place waiting for them—Hell—where they

will be burned. What a wretched bed to lie on! Let them taste boiling water
and icy fluid and other vile things. Their leaders will be told, “This group
will be thrown head first into the fire with you. There is no welcome for
them. They will burn in the fire!”
38:60 They will say to those who misled them, “No! There is no welcome
for you. You brought this wretched place upon us!” They will say, “Lord,
double the punishment for those who brought this upon us.” They will say,
“Why do we not see the people who we thought were wicked, whom we
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mocked? Were we mistaken, or have our eyes missed them?” Truly, that is
fitting and just—the mutual accusations of the people of the fire.
38:65 Say: I am here to warn you. There is no god but Allah, the One, the
Almighty! Lord of the heavens and the earth, and everything in between,
the mighty, the most forgiving! Say: This is an important message that
you turn away from! I had no knowledge of the dispute between those on
high. Nothing has been revealed to me except that I am here to warn you.
I183 Mohammed continued to preach the glory of Allah and condemn
the Quraysh religion. He told them their way of life was wrong, their ancestors would burn in Hell, he cursed their gods, he despised their religion
and divided the community, setting one tribesman against the others. The
Quraysh felt that this was all past bearing. Tolerance had always been their
way. Many clans, many gods, many religions. Another religion was fine,
why did Mohammed demean them?

Have you considered how your Lord makes the shadow grow? If He
wished, He could make it stationary. But We have made the sun its guide;
then We bring it to Ourselves, a gradual retreat. It is He who makes
the night like a covering for you and sleep a repose and makes the day a
resurrection.
25:48 He sends the winds bearing good news before His mercy, and We
send down pure water from heaven so that We may give life to a dead
planet and quench the thirst of Our creations, animals and great numbers
of people. We distribute it among them so that they celebrate Our praises,
but most men refuse to be anything except ungrateful. If We had wished,
We could have sent a messenger to every city. So do not listen to the unbelievers, but instead strive against them with all your might.
25:53 He let loose the two seas, one sweet and refreshing, the other salty and
bitter. Between the two He has set a barrier, an impassible obstruction. He
has created man from water and made blood and marriage relationships
for him because your Lord is all powerful. And still they worship others
besides Allah who can neither help nor hurt them. The unbeliever is Satan’s
ally against his Lord.
25:45

I183 One day at the Kabah the Meccans were discussing Mohammed
and his enmity towards them, when Mohammed arrived. He kissed the
Black Stone of the Kabah and started past them as he circumambulated [walk around the Kabah and repeat prayers] the Kabah. Each time he
passed by them they insulted him. On the third round, he stopped and
said, “Listen to me, by Allah I will bring you slaughter.” The Quraysh were
stunned at his threat. They said, “Mohammed, you have never been a violent man, go away.”
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I184 The next day many of the Quraysh were at the Kabah when Mohammed arrived. They crowded around him and said, “Are you the one
who condemned our gods and our religion?” Mohammed answered that
he was the one. One of them grabbed him and Abu Bakr, Mohammed’s
chief follower, pressed forward and said, “Would you kill a man for saying
that Allah is his Lord?” They let him go. This was worst treatment that
Mohammed received in Mecca.
But Mohammed was not afraid. He was on a divine mission.

We have sent you only to be a mercy for all people. Say: It has been
revealed to me that Allah is the only god. Will you submit to Him? If they
turn their backs, then say, “I have truthfully warned you alike. I do not
know if Judgment Day will come sooner or later. Allah knows what is said
openly and what you hide. I only know that you will be tried and that
you may enjoy yourself for awhile.” Say: My Lord judges with truth. Our
Lord is the beneficent Allah Whose help is sought against lies you ascribe
to Him.
21:107

He continued to speak of Allah and the Koran. Many times in the Koran
we find self-proofs of the validity of the Koran and the proof of Allah.
26:1 TA. SIN. MIN. These are the verses of the Book that make things clear.
26:3 You may torment yourself [Mohammed] if they do not believe. If We

wanted, We could send them a sign from the sky that would force them to
humbly bow their heads, but every new warning they receive from Allah
is ignored. They have rejected the message, but they will learn the truth of
what they mocked! Do they not see the earth and how much of so many
noble things We have made there? Truly, there is a sign there, but most do
not believe. And surely, your Lord, He is the mighty, the merciful.
The torment of Hell waits for those who do not believe in their Lord,
and the journey there is terrible! When they are thrown in, they will hear
the Fire roaring as it boils. It will almost burst with fury. Every time another group is thrown in, its keepers will ask them, “Did someone not warn
you?”
67:9 They will say. Yes. Someone came to warn us, but we rejected him and
said, ‘Allah has revealed nothing to us. You are deluded.”’
67:10 They will say, “If we had listened or understood, we would not have
been among the prisoners of the Fire.” They will acknowledge their sins, but
mercy is far away from the prisoners of the Fire.
67:12 However, forgiveness and a great reward waits for those who secretly
fear their Lord. Whether you speak openly or secretly, He knows everything
in your heart. Should He not know His creations? He is the subtle, the
aware. He smoothed the earth for you, so walk its paths and eat the food
He provides. Everything will return to Him after death.
67:6
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Are you confident that Allah in heaven will not open the earth and
swallow you in an earthquake? Are you sure that Allah in heaven will
not send a hurricane against you? You will understand My warning
then! It is true that your ancestors rejected their prophets. Was not My
wrath terrible?
67:19 Do they not see the birds above, spreading and folding their wings?
Only merciful Allah could keep them aloft. He watches over everything.
67:20 Who could help you like an army except merciful Allah? The unbelievers are totally deluded. Who would provide for you if He withheld His
provisions? Still, they continue to be proud and reject Him. Is the person
groveling along on his face better than those who walk upright on a straight
path?
67:23 Say: He created you and gave you the gifts of sight, hearing, and feeling. Still, few are grateful. Say: He has sown you in the ground, and He
will gather you. And they say, “If you are telling the truth, when will this
promise be fulfilled?”
67:26 Say: Only Allah has knowledge of the time. I am only sent to publicly warn. But when they see it approach, the faces of the unbelievers will
grieve. It will be said, “This is what you have been predicting.” Say: What
do you think? Whether Allah destroys me and my followers, or grants us
mercy, who will protect the unbelievers from a terrible punishment? Say:
He is the merciful. We believe in Him and trust Him, and you will learn
later who is clearly in error. Say: What do you think? If all water sank into
the earth, who would bring you clear running water?
67:16

Blessed is He whose hands hold the kingdom and has power over all
things; Who created life and death to determine who conducts themselves
best; and He is the mighty, the forgiving! He created and raised seven
heavens, one above the other. You cannot see one defect in merciful Allah’s
creation. Do you see a crack in the sky? Look again and again. Your vision
will blur from looking, but you will find no defects.
67:1

A TRIBAL CHIEF TRIES TO CUT A DEAL
I186 One day while the Quraysh were in council one of the chiefs, Utba,

decided to approach Mohammed and see if he could make a deal that
would please everybody. Things were only getting worse about Mohammed and the others said to go and try. So he went to the Kabah and there
was Mohammed. “Nephew, you have come to us with an important matter.
But you have divided the community, ridiculed our customs, and insulted
our forefathers. See if any of my suggestions can help in this matter. If you
want money, we will give you money. If you want honor we will make you
our king. If you are possessed we will get you a physician.”
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I186 Mohammed said that he represented the only Allah. His teachings were beautiful, and then he began to recite the glorious poetry and
imagery of the Koran. The tribal chief was impressed with the beauty of
Mohammed’s words and left.
I186 When the tribal chief returned to the Quraysh, he said, “Leave him
alone, his words are beautiful. If other Arabs kill him, your problem is
solved. If he becomes sovereign over all, you will share in his glory. His
power will become your power and you can make money off his success.”
They replied that Mohammed had bewitched him.

Mohammed spoke beautiful words about Islam.
23:49 And We gave the Book to Moses so that they might be guided.
23:50 And We made the son of Mary and his mother a sign, and We

gave
them a lofty abode for shelter, quiet and well provided with meadows and
springs.
23:51 Oh messengers! Eat the things that are good, and do the right thing. I
am aware of what you do. And truly your religion is the one religion, and
I am your Lord, so fear and obey Me. But mankind has broken religion
into sects, each rejoicing at that which they have retained. So leave them in
their confusion and ignorance for a while.
23:55 Do they think that because We have given them an abundance of
wealth and sons that We would rush to them with every blessing? No, they
do not understand. But those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; and
who believe in their Lord’s signs; and who accept no other gods with their
Lord; and who give charitably with fear in their hearts because they know
they will return to their Lord—these will rush for the good things, and they
will be the first to attain them.
23:62 We do not place upon any soul a burden that is beyond its ability,
and We possess a record which speaks the truth. They will never be
wronged.
Those who do good deeds will be rewarded beyond their due. They
will be safe from terror that day. And if any do evil, they will be thrown
face down into the Fire. Should your reward not reflect your actions?
27:91 Say: I am commanded only to worship the Lord of this land who has
made it sacred, and to whom all things belong. I am commanded to be
a Muslim, one who has surrendered to Allah, and to recite the Koran. If
anyone does good things, they do so only for the good of their souls, and if
any go astray, say: I am only here to warn.
27:93 And say: Praise be to Allah who will soon show you His signs so that
you shall know them. Your Lord is not unaware of what you do.
27:89
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There were references in the Koran about the Koran.
44:1 HA. MIM. By the book that makes everything clear!
44:3 We revealed it on a blessed night—because We are

always warning
man—on a night when every command is made clear by Our command.
We are always sending Our messengers as a mercy from your Lord. He
hears and knows everything.
But those who believe and have done the right things will have no
fear of wrong or loss. This is why We sent to you an Arabic Koran and explained in detail Our warnings so that they may fear Allah and heed them.
Exalted above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! Do not hurry through its
recital before its revelation is made complete to you. Instead say, “Lord,
increase my knowledge.”
20:112

This Book has come down from the Lord of the worlds. The faithful
spirit [Gabriel] has come down with it upon your [Mohammed’s] heart so
that you may warn others in the clear Arabic language. Truly, it is foretold
in the ancient scriptures. Is it not a sign that the learned men of the Israelites recognized? If We had revealed it to any of the non-Arabs and he had
recited it to them, they would not have believed in it.
26:200 This is how We influenced the hearts of the wicked. They will not
believe in it until they see the painful punishment. And it will come upon
them suddenly when they do not expect it. They will say, “Can we have a
reprieve?”
26:192

Mohammed continued to make it clear that not believing the words he
brought from Allah would lead to a violent and painful eternity.
76:4 We have prepared chains, fetters, and a blazing fire for the unbelievers.
76:5 The righteous, however, will drink cups filled from a camphor foun-

tain—the fountain Allah’s servants drink from—as it flows from place to
place rewarding those who perform their vows and fear a day whose evil
will spread far and wide. Even when they were hungry they gave their food
to the poor, the orphan, and the prisoner. “We feed you for Allah’s sake. We
are not looking for reward or thanks from you. We are afraid of suffering
and punishment from Allah.”
76:11 But Allah saved them from the evil of that day and brought them happiness and joy. He rewarded their patience with Paradise and silk robes.
Reclining on couches, none will suffer from extreme heat or cold. Trees will
shade them, and fruit will dangle nearby. Silver cups and crystal goblets
will pass among them: silver cups, transparent as glass, their size reflecting the measure of one’s deeds. They will be given ginger-flavored wine
from the fountain called Salsabil. They will be waited on by eternally
young boys. When you look at them you would think they were scattered
pearls. When you see it, you will see a vast kingdom of delights. They will
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wear richly brocaded green silk robes with silver bracelets on their arms,
and they will quench their thirst with a pure drink given them by their
Lord. This will be your reward. Your efforts will not go unnoticed.
76:23 We have sent the Koran to you in stages to be a revelation. Wait
patiently for Allah’s command, and do not obey the wicked and the unbelieving. Celebrate your Lord’s name in the morning, in the evening, and at
night. Adore him and praise him all night long.
76:27 But men love the fleeting present and ignore the dreadful day ahead.
We have created them, and We built them strong. When We want to, We
will make others to replace them. This is certainly a warning. Whoever
chooses, will take a straight path to his Lord. But unless Allah wills it,
because he is knowing and wise, you will not succeed. You will receive his
mercy if he chooses to give it, but he has prepared a terrible punishment
for the wicked.
23:93 Say: Oh my Lord! If it is your will that I witness what you have prom-

ised, then, Oh my Lord, do not place me with the unjust. Certainly, We are
able to show you with what We have threatened them. Repel evil with what
is the best. We are well aware of what they say about you.
23:97 And say: Oh my Lord! I seek refuge with You from the suggestions of
the evil ones. And I seek refuge with you, my Lord, from their presence.
23:99 When death overtakes one of the wicked, he says, “Lord, send me
back again so that I may do the good things that I have left undone.” But,
no, they are nothing but empty words. There is a barrier around the wicked that will remain until the Judgment Day. When the trumpet is blown,
there will be no ties of kinship connecting them, nor will they ask about
one another.
23:102 Those whose balance is heavy will attain salvation, but those whose
balance is light will have lost their souls, and they will abide in Hell. The
Fire will burn their faces, and their lips will twitch in pain. It will be said,
“Were My signs not recited to you? Did you not reject them?”
23:106 They will say, “Lord, misfortune defeated us, and we were led astray.
Lord, take us from here. If we return to evil, then surely we are unjust.
23:108 Allah will say, “Do not speak to Me, but instead be gone into
the flames. Some of My servants would say, ‘Lord, we believe. Forgive
us and have mercy on us, because you are the most merciful.’ But you
ridiculed them so much that you forgot My warning while you were
mocking them. I have rewarded them for their patience and constancy.
They are the blissful.”
23:112 Allah will ask, “How many years did you stay on earth?”
23:113 They will say, “We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask those who keep
count.”
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23:114 Allah will say, “You stayed only a little while; if you had only known.

Did you think that We had created you in vain and that you would not be
brought back to us for judgment?”
23:116 Let Allah be exalted, the true king! There is no god but Him, the Lord
of the throne of grace. If anyone invokes another god besides Allah, he does
so without proof. His reckoning is with Allah, alone. Surely the unbelievers
will not succeed.
23:118 Say: Oh my Lord! Forgive and have mercy on us, because you are
the most merciful.
On that day We shall let them surge against one another like waves.
The trumpet will be blown, and We will gather them all together. On that
day We shall present Hell for all the unbelievers to see—unbelievers whose
eyes were veiled from My signs and who could not even hear. What? Do the
unbelievers think that they can take My servants to be guardians besides
me? We have prepared Hell to entertain the unbelievers.
18:103 Say: Shall We tell you whose actions will make them the biggest losers? Those whose efforts are lost in this world’s life even while they thought
that they were doing good deeds. These are the people who disbelieve in
their Lord’s revelations and who do not believe they will meet Him in the
afterlife. Their deeds will have been done in vain, and on the Judgment
Day, We will not give them any weight. Their reward is Hell, because they
disbelieved and mocked Our revelations and Our messengers. As for those
who believe and do good deeds, they have the Gardens of Paradise for their
entertainment where they will dwell forever, never wishing to leave.
18:99

Mecca was a small town and there were meetings about what to do about
Mohammed.
My servants, there is no fear for you that day, nor will you grieve,
because you have believed in Our signs and surrendered your will to Allah.
You and your wives shall enter the Garden rejoicing. Trays and goblets of
gold will be passed around to them, and they will have everything they
desire. They will dwell there forever. This is the Garden that will be given
you because of your good deeds in life. There is an abundance of fruit there
for you to enjoy.
43:74 The guilty, however, will dwell forever in the torment of Hell. The
punishment will not be lightened for them, and they will be overwhelmed
with despair. We were not unjust toward them. It was they who were
unjust. They will cry, “Malik [an angel who is a keeper of Hell], let your
Lord put us out of our misery.” He will respond, “No! You will remain
here.” Surely, We have brought the truth to you, but most of you hate the
truth.
43:68
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Do they make plots against you? We also make plots. Do they think
that We do not hear their secrets and their private conversations? We do,
and Our messengers are there to record them.
43:79

The Koran records some of the resistance of the Meccans to Mohammed.
38:1 SAD. I swear by the Koran, full of warning! Truly, the unbelievers must

be filled with arrogant pride to oppose you. How many earlier generations
did We destroy? In the end, they cried for mercy when there was no time
to escape!
38:4 They are skeptical that a messenger would come to them from their
own people, and the unbelievers say, “This man is a sorcerer and a liar!
Has he combined all the gods into one Allah? That is an amazing thing!”
And their chiefs [the leaders of the opposition to Mohammed in Mecca]
went about and said, “Walk away. Remain faithful to your gods. This is
a plot. We have never heard of such a thing in the earlier religion. This is
nothing but an invented tale!”
38:8 They say, “Why, of all people, has the message been sent to him [Mohammed]?” Yes! They doubt My warnings because they have not tasted My
vengeance. Do they possess the blessings of the mighty, your Lord’s mercy?
Is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and everything in between in
their hands? If so, let them climb up to the heavens if they can! Any allies
[Mohammed’s opponents] remaining here will be defeated.
38:12 Before them the people of Noah and Ad [Ad lay on an old trade route
north of Mecca. It was abandoned in Mohammed’s day] and Pharaoh, the
impaler, rejected their prophets. The people of Thamud [the people of a
ruined Nabatean city near Medina] and Lot and the people who lived in
the forest also rejected their prophets. They all called My messengers liars;
therefore, their punishment was justified.
38:15 The unbelievers of Mecca today are only waiting for a single trumpet blast [announcing the Final Day] to happen soon. They will say,
“Oh, our Lord, hurry our fate to us. Do not make us wait until the
Judgment Day.”
MORE ARGUMENTS WITH THE MECCANS
I188, 189 Another group of Meccans sent for Mohammed to see if they
could negotiate away this painful division of the tribes. They went over
old ground and again Mohammed refused the money and power that
was offered. He said they were the ones who needed to decide whether
they wanted to suffer in the next world and he had the only solution. If
they rejected him and his message, Allah would tend to them. One of the
Quraysh said, “Well, if you speak for and represent the only true god, then
perhaps his Allah could do something for them.”
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“This land is dry. Let his Allah send them a river next to Mecca.”
“They were cramped being next to the mountains. Let his Allah open
up some space by moving the mountains back.”
“Our best members are dead. Let your Allah renew them to life and
in particular send back the best leader of our tribe, Qusayy. We will ask
Qusayy whether or not you speak truly.”
I189 Mohammed said that he was sent as a messenger, not to do such
work. They could either accept his message or reject it and be subject to
the loss. Then one of them said, “If you won’t use your Allah to help us,
then let your Allah help you. Send an angel to confirm you and prove to
us that we are wrong. As long as the angel was present, let him make Mohammed a garden and fine home and present him with all the gold and
silver he needed. If you do this, we will know that you represent Allah and
we are wrong.” The Quraysh wanted miracles as a proof.
These are the verses of the Scripture, a recital that
makes things clear.
15:2 The unbelievers will often wish they were Muslims. Let them enjoy
themselves, and let false hope beguile them. They will eventually learn the
truth.
15:4 We never destroy a city whose term was not preordained. No nation
can delay or change its destiny. They say: “You [Mohammed] to whom the
message was revealed, you are surely insane. If you were telling the truth,
why did you not bring angels to us?”
15:8 We do not send the angels without good reason. If We did, the unbelievers would still not understand. Surely, We have sent down the message,
and surely, We will guard it. Before your time, We sent apostles to the sects
of the ancient peoples, but they mocked every messenger. Similarly, We
allow doubt to enter the hearts of the sinners. They do not believe it, even
though the example of the ancients has preceded them. Even if We opened
a gate into heaven for them the entire time they ascended, they would say,
“Our eyes are playing tricks on us. No, we are bewitched.”
15:1 ALIF. LAM. RA.

I189 Mohammed did not do miracles, because such things were not
what Allah had appointed him to do.
I189 Then one of the Quraysh said, “Then let the heavens be dropped on
us in pieces as you say your Lord could do. Then if you do not we will not
believe.” Mohammed said that Allah could do that if Allah wished or he
might not if he wished.
I189 They then said, “Did not your Lord know that we would ask you
these questions? Then your Lord could have prepared you with better
answers. And your Lord could have told you what to tell us if we don’t
believe. We hear that you are getting this Koran from a man named Al
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Rahman from another town. We don’t believe in Al Rahman. Our conscience is clear. We must either destroy you or you must destroy us. Bring
your angels and we will believe them.”
I190 Mohammed turned and left. A cousin chased him and fell in beside
him to talk. He said, “Mohammed, your tribe has made you propositions
and you have rejected them. First, they asked you for things for themselves that they might see if you are true. Then they would follow you. You
did nothing. Then they asked you for things for yourself so they could see
your superiority over them and prove your standing with Allah. You did
nothing. Then they said to bring on the punishments that your Allah has
told you about and you have frightened us with his threats. You did nothing. Personally, I will never believe until you get a ladder up to the sky, you
will climb it while I watch, and four angels will come and testify that you
are truthful. But you know, even if you did all that, I still don’t know if I
would believe you.”
I190 Mohammed went home and was sad and depressed. He had hoped
when they sent for him it was to announce their submission to his Allah
and his teachings. Instead, it was resistance and questions.
26:204 What! Do they seek to hasten Our punishment? What do you think?

If after giving them their fill for years and their punishment finally comes
upon them, how will their pleasures help them? We have never destroyed
a city that We did not warn first with a reminder. We did not treat them
unjustly.
26:210 The devils were not sent down with the Koran. It does not suit them,
and they do not have the power because they are banned from hearing it.
Do not call upon any god but Allah, or you will be doomed. Rather, warn
your close relatives.
26:215 And be kind to the believers who follow you. If they disobey you,
say, “I will not be responsible for your actions.” Put your trust in Him
who is mighty and merciful, Who sees you when you stand in prayer,
and your demeanor among the worshipers, because He hears and knows
everything.
26:221 Shall I tell you who Satan will descend upon? He will descend upon
every lying, wicked person. They speak of what they hear, but most of them
are liars. It is the poets that the erring follow. Do you see how they wander
distractedly around every valley, and that they do not practice what they
preach? But not so for the believers, who believe, do good works, and remember Allah often, and who defend themselves when unjustly treated.
But those who treat them unjustly will find out what a terrible fate awaits
them.
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The Koran had advice for Mohammed in these difficult times.
15:87 We have given you seven of the often-repeated verses [Sura 1] and the

great Koran. Do not strain your eyes coveting the good things that We have
given to some of the unbelievers, and do not grieve for them, but instead
take the believers tenderly under your wing. Say: “ I am the one who gives
plain warning.”

25:41 When they see you, they mock you, saying, “Is this the man whom Al-

lah sends as a messenger? He would have led us far from our gods if we had
not been so loyal to them!” When they see the punishment that is waiting,
they will soon realize who was more misled. What do you think of someone who worships his own passion like a god? Would you be a guardian
for such a person? Or do you think that most of them even hear or understand? They are just like cattle. No, they stray even further from the path.
I191 Mohammed would come to the Kabah and tell the Meccans what
terrible punishments that Allah had delivered to the others in history who
had not believed their prophets. That was now one of his constant themes.
Allah destroyed others like you who did not listen to men like me.
36:1 YA. SIN. I swear by the wise Koran that you are surely one of the mes-

sengers on a straight path, a revelation of the mighty, the merciful, sent to
warn a people whose fathers were not warned, and consequently remain
heedless.
36:7 Our sentence against them is just because they do not believe. We have
bound their necks with chains that reach the chin, forcing their heads up.
We have placed barriers in front, behind, and over them, so they cannot
see. It does not matter whether you warn them or not, because they will
not believe. You can only warn those who follow the message and fear
merciful Allah in private. Give them glad tidings of forgiveness and a generous reward. It is true We will give life to the dead and that We record
what they will do and what they have done. We have recorded everything
in Our perfect ledger.
36:13 Use a parable to tell them the story of the people of the city [Antioch]
when the messengers visited. When We first sent two messengers to them,
the people rejected them, but We sent a third to strengthen their numbers.
They said, “We are messengers sent to you by Allah.”
36:15 The people said, “You are merely men just like us. Allah has sent no
revelation. You only tell lies.”
36:16 The messengers replied, “Our Lord knows that we have been sent to
you. Our only duty is to proclaim the clear message.”
36:18 They said, “We predict evil from you. If you do not stop, we will certainly stone you and inflict a terrible punishment.”
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36:19 The messengers said, “Your prediction of evil comes from within. Is it

because you are warned? No! You are a people in error.”
36:20 A man [Habib, the carpenter] came running from the outskirts of the
city and said, “My people, listen to the messengers! Obey those who do not
ask any reward and who follow the right path. It would be unreasonable
of me not to serve Him who created me, and to Whom we will all return.
Should I worship other gods besides Him? If Allah wished to afflict me their
intercession could not help me at all, nor could they save me. If I did worship other gods, I would be in clear error. I believe in your Lord, so listen to
me.” It was said to him, “Enter the Garden of Paradise.” The man replied,
“Oh, if only my people knew how gracious Allah has been to me and that
He has made me one of the honored ones!”
36:28 After the man [Habib] from the outskirts died, We sent no army
down from heaven against his people. We did not need to do so. It was
nothing more than a single cry, and they were extinct. Oh! The misery that
falls upon My servants! Every messenger sent to them has been mocked.
Do they not see how many earlier generations We have destroyed? Every
one of them will be brought before Us for judgment.
36:33 The dead earth is a sign for them. We give it life which produces grain
for them to eat. And We have placed gardens of palms and grapes there
with springs gushing water so they might enjoy the fruit of Our artistry.
Their hands did not make this. Why will they not be grateful?

According to the Koran the ancient towns of Arabia were destroyed because they did not believe their prophet.
The people of Thamud [the people of a ruined Nabatean city near
Medina] rejected the messengers. Their brother Salih said to them, “Will
you not fear Allah? I am a faithful messenger worthy of all trust. Fear
Allah and obey me. I ask for no reward. My reward comes only from the
Lord of the worlds. Will you be left safely to enjoy all you have among
gardens and fountains and corn-fields and palm-trees, heavy with fruit,
and—insolent as you are—your homes carved from the mountain stone?
Fear Allah and obey me. Do not obey the bidding of the extravagant who
make mischief in the land, and do not reform.”
26:141

They said, “You are certainly one of the bewitched. You are only a
man like us. Give us a sign if you are telling the truth.”
26:155 He said, “Here is a she-camel. She has a right to drink from the well,
and you have a right to drink from the well, each at a scheduled time. But
do not harm her, or the punishment of a terrible day will overtake you.”
26:157 But they hamstrung her, and then regretted it, so the punishment
overtook them. Surely, there is a sign here, but most of them do not
believe.
26:153
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27:45 Long ago We sent to the Thamud their brother Salih saying, “Worship

Allah.” But they became two quarreling factions. He said, “My people, why
do you embrace evil, rather than good? Why do you not ask Allah’s forgiveness so that you may receive mercy?”
27:47 They said, “We predict that you and your followers will bring us evil.”
He said, “The evil that you sense will befall you will come from Allah. You
are a people on trial.”
27:48 In the city there were nine men from one family who made mischief
in the land and would not reform. They said, “Swear to one another by
Allah that we will attack Salih and his family at night, and we will tell his
vengeance-seeking heirs that we did not see the murder of his family, and
we will be telling the truth.” They plotted and planned, but We also plotted,
even though they did not realize. See how their plotting turned out. We destroyed them and their entire people. You may still see their ruined homes
which were destroyed because they were wicked. Surely this is a sign for
those who understand. We saved those who believed and acted righteously.
I191 One of the Quraysh, Al Nadr, had been to Persia and had learned
many tales and sagas from the storytellers there. The traveler would announce, “I can tell a better tale than Mohammed.” Then he would proceed
to tell them ancient sagas and stories of Persia. “In what way is Mohammed a better storyteller than me?”

But Mohammed’s stories were straight from Allah. Here are stories about
David, a king of the Jews:
Be patient with what they say, and remember Our servant David,
a powerful man, who always looked repentantly to Allah. We made the
mountains sing the praises of Allah in unison with him in the morning
and the evening, and the birds gathered together; all joined him in praise
of Allah. We made his kingdom strong and gave him wisdom and sound
Judgment.
38:21 Have you heard the story of the two disputing men who climbed the
wall of David’s private chamber? David was frightened when they entered
his room. They said, “Do not be afraid. We have a dispute, and one of us
has certainly wronged the other. Judge where the truth lies between us, and
do not be unjust, but guide us to the right way. My brother has ninety-nine
ewes [female sheep], and I have only one. He pressured me and said, ‘Let
me have her.’”
38:24 David replied, “Certainly he has wronged you by insisting that you
give him your ewe. It is true that many partners wrong one another, the
exception being those who believe and behave correctly. There are few of
those.” David realized that We had tried him. He asked forgiveness from
his Lord, fell down bowing, and repented.
38:17
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So We forgave him this sin; truly he is honored and well received by
Us and has an excellent place in Paradise. It was said to him, “David,
We have indeed made you a vice-regent on earth. Use truth and justice
when judging between men, and do not follow your passions because they
may cause you to stray from Allah’s path. Those who stray from Allah’s
path will meet a terrible punishment because they have forgotten the
Judgment Day.
38:25

Noah
71:1 We sent Noah to his people and said to him, “Warn your people before

a terrible punishment befalls them.” He said, “My people, I come to you as
a plain-speaking warner. Serve and fear Allah and obey me. He will forgive
you your sins and give you respite until the appointed time, because when
Allah’s appointed time has come, it cannot be delayed. If only you knew
this!”
71:5 He said, “Lord, I have cried to my people day and night; and my cries
only increase their aversion. Whenever I cry to them so that you may forgive them, they cover their ears and cover themselves in their cloaks, and
persist stubbornly in their error. Then I called loudly to them. Then I spoke
plainly, and I spoke to them privately and I said, ‘Beg your Lord for forgiveness because he is ready to forgive. He will open the sky and send down
rain in abundance. He will increase your wealth and children and will
give you gardens and rivers. What is the matter with you that you refuse
to seek goodness from Allah’s hand when it was Him who made you in
diverse stages?’”
71:15 “Do you not see how Allah created the seven heavens and set them
one above another? He placed the moon there and made it a light, and
made the sun a lamp and placed it there, and Allah caused you to spring
out of the earth like a plant. Later he will turn you back into the earth
and bring you out again. Allah has spread the earth for you like a carpet
so that you may walk there along spacious paths.” Noah said, “Lord, they
rebel against me and follow those whose wealth and children add only to
their troubles.”
71:22 And they devised a great plot. They said, “Do not forsake your gods;
do not forsake Wadd, or Sowah, or Yaghuth nor Yahuk or Nesr [names
of Semitic gods].” They have led many astray and have added only error
to the ways of the wicked. Because of their sins, they were drowned and
forced into the fire, and they discovered that Allah was their only shelter.
71:26 And Noah said, “Lord, do not leave one family of unbelievers alive
on earth. Because if you do, then they will trick your servants and will
only breed more sinners and unbelievers. Lord, forgive me and my parents and every believer that enters my house and all the male and female
believers. Give nothing but destruction to the wicked.”
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Other Jewish references:
38:41 Do you remember Our servant Job when he cried to his Lord, “Satan

has afflicted me with distress and torment.” We said to him, “Stamp the
ground with your foot. Here is a spring, a cool washing place, and water
to drink.” And We gave him back his family and doubled their number as
an example of Our mercy and as a reminder for men of understanding.
We said to him, “Take up in your hand a branch and strike her with it,
and do not break your oath.1” Truly, We found him to be full of patience
and constant. He was an excellent servant, because he constantly turned
toward Us in repentance.
38:45 And remember Our servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, men of
power and vision. Surely We purified and chose them for a special purpose,
proclaiming the message of the afterlife. They were, in Our eyes, truly some
of the select and the good.
38:48 And remember Ishmael, Elisha, and Zul-Kifl [Ezekiel]: all of them
belong among the chosen.
38:49 This is a reminder, and, surely, the righteous will have an excellent
home in the afterlife, the Gardens of Eternity whose doors will always be
open for them. They can recline and call at their leisure for abundant fruit
and drink. They will have virgins of their own age, who glance modestly.
This is what you are promised on the Judgment Day. This is Our gift to you.
It will never fail.

Abraham
And mention Abraham in the Scripture because he was a man of
truth and a prophet. When he said to his father, “Father, why worship
something that does not see, hear, or help you in the least? Father, knowledge has come to me that has not come to you. Follow me and I will lead
you onto a straight and even path. Father, do not worship Satan because
Satan is a rebel against Allah, the merciful. Father, I am afraid that a
punishment from Allah, the merciful, will fall upon you and that you will
become Satan’s slave.”
19:46 Abraham’s father replied, “Do you reject my gods, Abraham? If
you do not stop, I will certainly stone you. Go away from me for a long
time.”
19:47 Abraham said, “Peace be with you. I will pray to Allah for your forgiveness because He is always gracious to me. But I will turn away from
you and the gods you pray to besides Allah. I will call upon my Lord. Perhaps my prayers will not go unanswered.”
19:49 When he had separated himself from them and that which they worshiped besides Allah, We gave him Isaac and Jacob and made both of them
19:41

1. Job swore to beat his wife with one hundred blows. Later he softened, and, to fulfill
his oath, he put one hundred small twigs in his hand and hit her once.
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prophets. In Our mercy, We gave gifts to them and gave them an exalted
and true lasting reputation.
19:51 And mention Moses in the Scripture because he was a pure man.
More than that, he was an apostle and a prophet. We called to him from
the right side of the mountain and caused him to come close to Us for a
secret conversation. In Our mercy, We gave to him his brother Aaron, a
prophet.
19:54 And mention Ishmael in the Scripture because he was true to his
promise and an apostle and a prophet. He urged his people to pray and
give alms and he was pleasing to his Lord. And mention Idris [an uncertain reference] in the Scripture. He was a man of truth and a prophet. We
raised him to a lofty station.

Jonah
Jonah was also one of those sent to warn. When he ran away to a
laden ship, he agreed to cast lots with them and was condemned, and the
fish swallowed him because he had committed wrong. But if he had not
been one of those who glorify Allah, he would surely have stayed in its belly
until Judgment Day. And We cast him sickly on the naked shore, and We
caused a gourd-vine to grow above him, and We sent him to a hundred
thousand people or more [in Ninevah, in Syria]. Because they believed, We
allowed them to enjoy their lives for a while.
37:139

Solomon
In the past We gave knowledge to David and Solomon, and they
said, “Praise be to Allah, Who has favored us over many of His believing
servants!” Solomon was David’s heir, and he said, “People, we have been
taught the language of the birds, and have been given everything. This is
clearly a blessing from Allah!”
27:17 Armies of men, jinns, and birds were gathered together before Solomon and arranged in battle order, and they marched until they reached
the Valley of Ants. One ant said, “Ants, go into your homes so Solomon
and his armies do not unwittingly crush you underfoot.” Solomon smiled
at her words and said, “Lord, let me be thankful for your blessings which
you have given me; and my parents; and that I should do good things,
which are pleasing to you; and include me in the numbers of your righteous servants.”
27:20 He reviewed the birds and said, “Why do I not see the lapwing [hoopoe]? Is he one of those absent? I will certainly punish him severely or even
kill him if he does not have a good excuse.” But the lapwing was not far
behind, and he said, “I have discovered something you are unaware of, and
I come to you from Saba [a kingdom of South Arabia] with good news. I
have found out that they are ruled by a woman, and she has been given
27:15
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great wealth and has a mighty throne. I discovered her and her peoples
worshiping the sun instead of Allah. Satan has made their actions seem
pleasing in their minds and has prevented them from finding the true path
so they receive no guidance. They do not worship Allah, Who brings forth
what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and Who knows what you
hide and what you admit. There is no god, but Allah! Lord of the glorious
throne!”
27:27 Solomon said, “We shall soon see whether you are telling the truth,
or not. Take and deliver my letter to them; then turn away from them and
wait for their answer.”
27:29 The queen said, “My chiefs, a noble letter has been delivered to me. It
is from Solomon and it says, “In the name of Allah, most gracious, most
merciful. Do not be arrogant against me, but instead come and submit to
me.”
27:32 She said, “My counselors, give me advice. I never decide an issue
without your advice.”
27:33 They said, “We are strong, willing, and brave, but the power is in your
hands. Tell us what you want us to do.”
27:34 She replied, “Typically, when kings enter a city, they pillage and humiliate its leading citizens. These people will do the same. I will send them
a gift and wait until my ambassadors return with their response.”
27:36 When Sheba’s envoy came before Solomon, the king said, “What? Will
you try to bribe me with riches? What Allah has given me is better than
what He has given to you. You are impressed with your gift, but I am not.
Return to your people. You had better believe that we will come to them
with forces which they cannot resist, and we will drive them from their
land shamed and humbled.”
27:38 He said to his officers, “My chiefs, which one of you will bring me her
throne before they come to me and submit to Allah?”
27:39 An evil jinn said, “I will bring it to you before you get out of your
chair. I am capable and trustworthy.”
27:40 But one who knew the Scripture said, “I will bring it to you in the
blink of an eye.” When Solomon saw it set before him, he said, “This
is done by the grace of Allah to see whether or not I would be grateful.
If someone is grateful, his gratitude benefits only him. If someone is
ungrateful, then he harms only himself. Truly my Lord is self-sufficient,
bountiful.”
27:41 He said, “Disguise her throne so that it is unrecognizable. We will see
whether or not she has guidance.”
27:42 When she arrived, she was asked, “Is this your throne?” She replied,
“It seems to be the same.” Solomon said, “We received knowledge long before she, and we have submitted to Allah.” And he persuaded her from
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worshiping others besides Allah because she came from a people who had
no faith.
27:44 It was said to her, “Enter the palace.” When she saw it, she thought
it was a pool of water, and she pulled up her garment and bared her
legs. Solomon said, “It is a palace paved with glass.” She said, “Lord, I
have sinned against my soul. I submit with Solomon to the Lord of the
worlds.”

Adam
Long ago We made a pact with Adam, but he forgot it, and We did
not find any resolve in him. When We said to the angels, “Fall down and
worship Adam,” all of them worshiped him except Iblis [Satan] who refused. We said, “Adam, he is truly an enemy to you and your wife. Do not
let him drive you from the garden so that you become miserable. There is
enough in the garden to provide you with food and clothing forever.
20:120 But Satan whispered to him, “Adam, would you like me to show you
the tree of immortality and the power that never decreases?” Adam and
Eve both ate from the tree, and their nakedness became apparent, so they
began to sew clothing made from garden leaves to hide their nakedness.
This is how Adam disobeyed Allah and went astray.
20:122 Later his Lord chose him and turned toward him again and
guided him. And Allah said, “Both of you go down from here enemies
to one another. You will receive more guidance from Me later. Whoever follows My guidance will not go wrong and will not be wretched,
but whoever turns away from My message will truly have a life of misery. We will resurrect him and the others, blind, on Judgment Day.”
He will say, “Lord, why have You gathered me here with the others,
blind, when before I could see?” He will reply, “Because Our signs
came to you and you ignored them, so you will be ignored today.”
Moses
20:1 TA-HA. We did not send the Koran to you to cause you sadness, but as
a warning for those who fear Allah. It is a message from Him who made
the earth and the heavens above, Allah, the merciful, who sits on His
throne. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth, everything in between,
and under the ground is His! You do not need to speak loudly, because He
knows the most secret whisper and what is even more hidden. Allah! There
is no god but Him! He is known by the most beautiful names!
20:9 Have you heard the story of Moses? He saw a fire and said to his family, “Wait here. I see a fire. Maybe I can bring an ember from it, or find a
guide there.”
20:11 When he came to it, a voice called out, “Moses! I am your Lord.
Take off your shoes. You are in the sacred Tuwa valley. I have chosen you.
Listen to what I say. I am Allah. There is no god but Me. Worship Me and
20:115
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observe prayer to celebrate My praise. The Hour [Judgment Day] is certainly coming. I plan to keep it a secret so that all souls may be rewarded
for their actions. Therefore do not let those who disbelieve and follow their
lusts turn you away from the truth and cause your destruction.
20:17 What is that in your right hand, Moses?” He said, “It is my staff. I lean
on it and beat the leaves down with it for my sheep, among other things.”
Allah said, “Throw it down, Moses!” He threw it down, and it turned into
a slithering serpent. Allah said, “Grab it and do not be afraid. We will
change it back to its former state. Now put your hand under your arm. It
will come out white [with leprosy], but unhurt. Another sign so that We
may show you Our greatest signs. Go to Pharaoh, because he has exceeded
all limits.”
20:25 Moses said, “My Lord, relieve my mind and make my task easy. Untie
my tongue so they can understand what I say. Give me an assistant from
my family—Aaron, my brother—add his strength to mine, and make him
share my task. We will glorify you without pause, because you are always
watching.” He said, “Moses, your request is granted. We have shown you
favor before. Our message to your mother inspired her saying: ‘Put him
into a chest and throw it in the river; the river will leave him on the bank
where he will be found by an enemy to Me and to him.’ But I cast my love
down upon you so that you might be raised under my eye.”
20:40 “Your sister went and said, ‘May I bring you someone to nurse him?’
Then We returned you to your mother so that her tears would be dried,
and so she would not grieve. When you killed a man, We saved you from
trouble, and tried you severely. You stayed with the Median [a city on the
Red Sea] people for many years, and then you came here by My decree. I
have chosen you for Myself. You and your brother go with My signs and
do not fail to remember Me. Go to Pharaoh, because he has exceeded all
limits, but speak gently to him; hopefully, he will listen or be afraid.”
20:45 They said, “Lord, we are afraid that he will be arrogant toward us, or
try to harm us.”
20:46 He said, “Do not be afraid, because I am with the both of you. I will
listen and watch over you. Go to him and say, ‘Surely we have been sent by
your Lord. Let the Children of Israel go with us and do not torment them.
We bring you a sign from your Lord, and peace to him who follows His
guidance. It has been revealed to us that those who reject him and turn
away will be punished.”’
20:49 And Pharaoh said, “Who is your Lord, Moses?”
20:50 Moses said, “Our Lord is the One who created everything and gave
it all purpose.”
20:51 Pharaoh replied, “What is the state of the previous generations?”
20:52 Moses said, “That knowledge is with My Lord, recorded in His book.
My Lord never errs and He never forgets. He has spread the earth for you
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like a carpet and made paths for you to follow. He has sent down the rain
from heaven, and from that we produce the various herbs: (Saying) ‘Eat
and feed your cattle. Surely, there are signs here for a thinking man. We
created you from it, we will return you to it, and from it we will raise you
a second time.’”
20:56 We showed him all of Our signs, but he rejected and refused them. He
said, “Moses, have you come to drive us from our land with your magic?
We will surely produce magic to match your own. Let us schedule a contest—which neither of us should miss—in a neutral location.”
20:59 Moses said, “Let us meet on the day of the feast. Gather the people
together at mid-day.”
20:60 So Pharaoh and his magicians made their plans and came to the
meeting.
20:61 Moses said to them, “Woe to you! Do not invent a lie against Allah,
or He will destroy you with His punishment. A liar is always destroyed.”
20:62 The magicians discussed their plans in secret. They said, “These two
are expert magicians who plan to drive you from your land with their
magic and to destroy your way of life. Make your plans and come and form
ranks. Whoever wins today will gain the upper hand.” They said, “Moses,
will you throw down your rod first, or shall we?” He said, “You cast first.”
Then, through their magic, their ropes and rods appeared to run, and Moses became afraid.
20:68 We said, “Do not be afraid, you will have the upper hand. Cast down
what is in your right hand. It will swallow up what they have made because it is nothing but a magicians trick, and a magician, no matter how
good, will not be successful.”
20:70 The magicians threw themselves down and worshipped. They said,
“We believe in the Lord of Moses and Aaron.” Pharaoh said, “Will you
believe in him before I give my permission? This must be the master who
taught you your magic. I will cut off your hands and feet on opposite sides
and crucify you on the trunks of palm trees, and you will surely learn then
which of us gives the more terrible and long-lasting punishment.”
20:72 They said, “We will never have more regard for you than we do for the
clear signs that have been revealed to us, or than we have for our creator.
So decree whatever you will decree. Your decrees are only good in this life.
We believe in our Lord that He may forgive our sins and magic which you
forced upon us. Allah is better and more lasting than you. Hell surely waits
for the guilty who come before their Lord. There they will neither live nor
die, but lofty positions wait for the believers who come righteously before
their Lord! They will dwell in eternal gardens with underground rivers.
This is the reward of the pure.”
20:77 We revealed to Moses, “Take away My servants and travel by night.
Cleave a dry path through the sea for them. Do not be afraid of being
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overtaken and have no fear.” Pharaoh and his army followed, but the sea
overwhelmed them, because he misled his people by not guiding them.
20:80 Children of Israel! We saved you from your enemies, and We made
a pact with you on the sacred side of the mountain and sent down to you
manna and quails. We said, “Eat the good things that We have given you,
but not to excess, or My wrath may fall on you, and whoever My wrath
falls upon will surely perish. I will surely forgive him who turns to Allah
and believes and does good deeds, and listens to guidance.”
20:83 (Allah said) “Moses, why have you hurried ahead of your people?”
20:84 Moses said, “Lord, they are right behind me, but I have hurried to be
with you to please you.”
20:85 He said, “We have tested your people while you were gone, and Samiri [The identity of Samiri is not known] has led them astray.”
20:86 Moses returned to his people angry and sad. He said, “My People,
did your Lord not promise you a good promise? Was I gone from you too
long, or did you break your promise with me because you wanted to anger
your Lord?”
20:87 “We did not want to break our promise with you, but we had to carry
the people’s ornaments, so Samiri suggested we throw them in the fire.”
Then he brought out of the fire the image of a lowing calf. They cried, “This
is your god and the god of Moses, but he has forgotten.”
20:89 What! Did they not see that it could not reply to them and could not
help or hurt them?
20:90 Aaron had already told them, “People, You are being tested. Surely
your Lord is the god of Mercy: Follow and obey me.”
20:91 They said, “We will not stop worshiping it until Moses returns.”
20:92 Moses said, “Aaron, when you saw that they had gone astray, why did
you not come and get me? Did you disobey my order?”
20:94 He said, “Son of my mother! Do not grab me by the beard or the head.
I was afraid that you would say that I caused a division among the Children of Israel, and did not wait for your word.”
20:95 Moses said, “Samiri, what was your motive?” He replied, “I saw what
they did not. My soul prompted me, so I took a handful of dust from the
footprint of Allah’s messenger and flung it into the calf.”
20:97 Moses said, “Go away. Surely your punishment in this life will be to
say, ‘Do not touch me.’ And there is a sentence against you that you cannot
avoid. Now look at the god that you are so devoted to. We will certainly
burn it to ashes and scatter them on the sea. Your god is Allah. There is no
god, but Allah. He knows all things.”
I192 Since Mohammed and the Koran claimed Jewish roots, the Quraysh
decided to send their story teller to the Jews in Medina and ask for help.
This was not a causal quest, as it took the better part of a month for the
trip and questions. So Al Nadr went to Medina and asked the Rabbis what
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questions to ask Mohammed. He told the Rabbis about Mohammed, what
he did, what he said and that he claimed to be a prophet. Since they had
prophets they must know more about the subject than the Meccans.
I192 The Rabbis said, “Ask him these three questions. If he knows the
answer then he is a prophet, if not then he is a fake.”
“What happened to the young men who disappeared in ancient days.”
“Ask him about the mighty traveler who reached the ends of the East
and the West.”
“Ask him, What is the spirit?”
I192 Back in Mecca, they went to Mohammed and asked him the three
questions. He said he would get back to them tomorrow. Days went by.
Finally, fifteen days had passed. Mohammed waited on Gabriel for the
answers. The Meccans began to talk. Mohammed did not know what to
do. He had no answers. Finally, he had a vision of Gabriel.
The angels say, “We descend from heaven only by Allah’s command.
Everything that is before us and everything that is behind us and whatever is in between belongs to Him. And Your Lord never forgets. Lord of
the heavens and the earth and everything in between! Worship Him and
remain steadfast in your praise of Him. Do you know any that is worthy
of the same name?”
19:64

The Koran answered all the questions and statements of the Quraysh.
With regards to the question about what happened to the young men in
ancient times:
Do you believe that the Sleepers of the Cave and the Inscription [an
unknown reference] were among Our signs? When the youths [the Sleepers] took refuge in the cave, they said, “Lord, give us Your mercy and cause
us to act rightly.” We drew a veil over them depriving them of their senses
for many years. Then We roused them so that We could know which would
best determine the number of years they lived in the cave.
18:13 We tell you their story truthfully. They were youths who believed in
their Lord, and We increased their ability to guide others. We gave strength
to their hearts. Recall when they stood up and said, “Our Lord is the Lord
of the heaven and the earth. We will worship no other god besides Him.
If we did, then we would have certainly said an outrageous thing. Our
people have taken other gods to worship besides Allah. Why do they not
prove their existence? Who is more wicked than a person who makes up
lies about Allah? When will you turn away from them and the things they
worship besides Allah? Seek refuge in the cave. Your Lord will extend His
mercy to you and cause your affairs to turn out for the best.”
18:17 You may have seen the sun, when it rose, pass to the right of their
cave and set to their left while they were in its spacious middle. This is one
18:9
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of the signs of Allah. Whomever Allah guides is rightly guided. Whomever
He allows to stray will not find a friend to guide him.
18:18 While they were sleeping, you would have thought that they were
awake [they slept with their eyes open]. We turned them on their right side
and their left side. Their dog lay in the entrance with its paws stretched out.
If you had come upon them, you would have certainly run away filled with
terror of them. This was their condition before We awakened them so that
they might question one another. One of them asked, “How long have you
lingered here?” Some said, “We have been here a day or so.” Others said,
“Your Lord knows exactly how long you have lingered. One of you should
take your money into the city to find and buy the best food possible. He
should be courteous and should not let anyone know about you. If they
should come upon you, they would either kill you or force you to return to
their religion, in which case you would never prosper.”
18:21 We made their existence known to the city so that they would know
that Allah’s promise is true and that there is no doubt about the Hour
of Judgment. The people of the city argued amongst themselves about the
affair. Some said, “We should construct a building over them. Their Lord
knows all about them.” The winners of the debate were those who said, “We
will certainly build a temple over them.”
18:22 Some say, “There were three, the dog being the forth.” Others say,
“Five, the dog was the sixth.” Still others say, “There were seven, and a
dog made eight.” Say: My Lord knows the exact number. Only a few know
the truth. So do not become involved in arguments about them except on
matters that are clear, and do not consult any of them about the Sleepers.
18:23 And do not say, “I will do it tomorrow,” without adding, “Allah willing.” Remember your Lord when you forget and say, “I hope that Allah will
guide me even closer than this to the right path.”
18:25 They remained in their cave for three hundred years, though some say
three hundred and nine. Say: Allah knows exactly how long they stayed.
He knows the secrets of the heavens and the earth. Man has no guardian
besides Him. He does not allow any to share His power.

As to the question about the mighty traveler:
They will ask you about Zul-Qarnain [Alexander, the Great]. Say: I
will recite to you an account of him. We established his power in the land
and gave him the means to achieve any of his aims. So he followed a path,
until, when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it setting in a muddy pond. Nearby he found a people. We said, “Zul-Qarnain, you have the
authority to either punish them or to show them kindness.”
18:87 He said, “Whoever does wrong, we will certainly punish. Then he will
be returned to his Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible punishment.
18:83
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But whoever believes and does good deeds shall be given a wonderful reward, and We will give them easy commands to obey.”
18:89 Then he followed another path, until, when he came to the rising of
the sun, he found that it rose upon a people to whom We had given no protection from it. He left them as they were. We knew everything about him.
Then he followed another path until, when he reached a place between
two mountains, he found a people living in a valley who could scarcely
understand a single word. They said, “Zul-Qarnain, the people of Gog and
Magog are terrorizing the land. May we pay you tribute so that you will
build a strong barrier between us and them?”
18:95 He said, “The power which my Lord has given me is better than your
tribute. Help me, therefore, with manpower. I will build a strong barrier
between you and them. Bring me blocks of iron.” Later, when he had filled
the gap between the two mountains, he said, “Blow with your bellows!”
When it had become as red as fire, he said, “Bring me molten lead to pour
over it.” So the people of Gog and Magog were unable to climb over the barrier or to go through it. He said, “This is a mercy from my Lord, but when
my Lord’s promise comes to pass, He will destroy it, because my Lord’s
promises always come true.”

The question—what is the spirit?
They will ask you about the spirit [probably the angel Gabriel]. Say:
The spirit is commanded by my Lord, and you are given only a little knowledge about it. If We wished, We could take Our revelations away from you.
Then you would find no one to intercede with us on your behalf except as
a mercy from your Lord. Surely His kindness to you is great.
17:85

The Quraysh had questions about proof of Mohammed’s messages. Here
is the Koran’s restatement of their questions about angels coming, creating
rivers, creating wealth and any other miracle to prove Mohammed’s validity. The Koran’s response:
Say: If men and jinn were assembled to produce something like this
Koran, they could not produce its equal, even though they assisted each
other. And certainly in this Koran We have explained to man every kind of
argument, and yet most men refuse everything except disbelief. They [the
Meccans] say, “We will not believe in you until you cause a spring to gush
forth from the earth for us; or until you have a garden of date trees and
grape vines, and cause rivers to gush abundantly in their midst; or when
you cause the sky to fall down in pieces, as you claim will happen; or when
you bring us face-to-face with Allah and the angels; or when you have a
house of gold; or when you ascend into heaven; and even then we will not
believe in your ascension until you bring down a book for us which we may
read.” Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am I nothing except a man, a messenger?
17:88
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17:94 What keeps men from believing when guidance has come to them but

that they say, “Has Allah sent a man like us to be His messenger?” Say: If
angels walked the earth, We would have sent down from heaven an angel
as Our messenger. Say: Allah is a sufficient witness between you and me.
He is well acquainted with His servants and He sees everything.
17:97 Whoever Allah guides, he is a follower of the right way, and whoever
He causes to err, they shall not find any to assist them but Him. We will
gather them together on the Resurrection Day, face down, blind, deaf, and
dumb. Hell will be their home. Every time its flames die down, We will add
fuel to the Fire. This is their reward because they did not believe Our signs
and said, “When we are reduced to bones and dust, will we really be raised
up as a new creation?”
17:99 Do they not realize that Allah, Who created the heavens and the
earth, is able to create the likes of them? He has appointed a duration for
them that cannot be denied, but the wicked deny everything except disbelief. Say: If you controlled the treasures of the mercy of my Lord, you would
be afraid to spend them because man is miserly.

As regards to the old Persian stories that are as good as Mohammed’s:
Still they have worshiped other gods, besides Him, who have created
nothing and were themselves created. They are powerless to work good or
evil for themselves, nor can they control life or death or resurrection. But
the unbelievers say, “This [the Koran] is nothing but a lie which he [Mohammed] has created with the assistance of others producing slander and
injustice.”
25:5 They say, “These are ancient fables that he has written down. They are
dictated to him morning and night.”
25:6 Say: The Koran was revealed by Him who knows the secrets of the
heavens and the earth. He is truly forgiving and merciful.
25:3

As for following the religion of their forefathers:
Are they clinging to a scripture that We had given them earlier? No!
They say, “Our fathers followed a certain religion, and we are guided by
their footsteps.” And so, whenever We sent a messenger before you to an
erring people, their wealthy said, “Our fathers followed a certain religion,
and we are guided by their footsteps.” The messenger said, “What! Even if
I bring you better guidance than your fathers had?” They replied, “We do
not believe what you say.” So We punished them. Now see what comes to
those who reject truth!
43:21

After the Jewish leaders in Medina helped the Meccans with questions
to ask Mohammed, the Koran has its first negative comments about
the Jews.
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27:76 Surely this Koran explains to the Children of Israel most of the issues

upon which they disagree. Certainly it is a guide and a mercy for those
who believe. Surely your Lord will use His wisdom to judge between them.
He is the mighty and the all-knowing. So put your trust in Allah. Surely,
you are on the path to the plain truth.
27:80 You cannot make the dead listen or the deaf to hear, when they have
turned to flee, nor can you guide the blind from their errors. You cannot
make any listen except those who believe our revelations and who have
submitted to Islam. When the Word against them is fulfilled, We will send
a monster created from the earth to speak to them because mankind did
not believe Our signs. One day We will gather together, from all peoples, a
group of those who rejected Our signs and organize them into ranks until,
when they come before their Lord, He will say, “Did you reject My signs because you could not understand them? What was it that you were doing?”
And the Word will be fulfilled against them, because of their wickedness.
They will be unable to speak in their own defense.
THE QURAYSH LISTEN TO MOHAMMED ’ S READING
I203 Three of the Meccans decided, each on their own, to sit outside
Mohammed’s house and listen to him recite the Koran and pray. As they
left they ran into each other. They said that they should not do it again
as someone might think that they cause others to listen. But on the next
night they all three did the same thing. And so on the third night as well.
They then talked among each other. One said, “I heard things I know and
know what was meant by them. And I heard things I don’t know and I
don’t know what was intended by them.” The other agreed. The third said
that he had always had a competition with one of Mohammed’s recent
converts. They had both fed the poor and helped the oppressed. They had
always been as equals, but now his friendly rival claimed that he had a
prophet and his friend did not. Hence, he was now superior. He said, “But
I can never believe in this man, Mohammed.”
I204 So the next time Mohammed called upon them to submit to Islam,
they said, “Our hearts are veiled; we don’t understand what you say. There
is something in our ears so we can’t hear you. A curtain divides us. You go
follow your path and we will go ours.”

The Koranic response:
When you recite the Koran, We place an invisible barrier between
you and the unbelievers. We place veils over their hearts and deafness in
their ears so that they do not understand it, and when you mention only
your Lord, Allah, in the Koran, they turn their backs and flee from the
truth. We know absolutely what they listen to when they listen to you, and
17:45
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when they speak privately, the wicked say, “You follow a mad man!” See
what they compare you to. But they have gone astray and cannot find the
way.
17:49 They say, “When we are nothing but bones and dust, will we really be
raised up from the dead to be a new creation?” Say: Yes, whether you be
stones, or iron, or any other thing which you conceive to be harder to resurrect.” When they say, “Who will bring us back to life?” Say: He who created
you the first time. They will shake their heads at you and say, “When will
this happen?” Say to them, “Perhaps it will be soon—a day when He will
call you, and you will answer by praising Him, and you will think that you
have waited only a little while!”

Mohammed’s opponents are frequently quoted and paraphrased:
I have allowed these men and their fathers to enjoy the pleasurable
things of this life until the truth comes to them and a messenger makes
things clear.
43:30 But when the truth came to them, they said: “This is trickery, and we
reject it.” And they say, “Why was this Koran not revealed to a great man
of one of the two cities [Mecca and Taif]?”
43:32 Will they distribute Allah’s mercy? We distribute among them their
worldly success, and We exalt some of them above the others in ranks, subjecting some to others. Your Lord’s mercy is greater than the wealth they
amass. And if it were not probable that all humanity might become a single
nation of unbelievers, We would have given silver roofs and staircases to
everyone, and silver doors for their homes, and silver couches on which to
recline, and ornaments of gold, but these are merely luxuries of this world’s
life. The afterlife with your Lord is for the righteous.
43:36 We assign a devil as a companion for those who turn their backs and
neglect to remember Allah. Satan will certainly turn man from the way
of Allah, even though he believes he is being guided correctly. On the day
when man comes before Us, he will say, “Satan, I wish that the distance
between east and west separated us.” Satan is a wretched companion. But
that realization will not help you that day, because you were unjust, and
you will share the punishment. Can you make the deaf listen or guide the
blind and those clearly in error?
43:41 Even if We took you [Mohammed] away, We would surely take vengeance upon them; even though We showed you what We have promised
them, We would still have total control over them. So keep a firm hold
on the revelation sent to you; surely you are on the right path. The Koran
is indeed the message for you and your people, and you shall all be soon
brought to account.
43:29
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And ask Our messengers that We sent before you [Mohammed]:
have We ever appointed gods to be worshipped along with the merciful
Allah?
43:45

Man’s final reckoning draws ever closer to him, and yet he heedlessly
continues to turn away. Every new warning that comes to him from his
Lord is ridiculed. The wicked confer secretly and say, “Is he a man like you,
or something more? Will you succumb to witchcraft with your eyes wide
open?”
21:4 Say: My Lord knows what is spoken in the heavens and on earth. He is
the hearer and the knower of all things.
21:5 They say, “No, this is nothing but jumbled dreams. He made it up. He
is just a crazy poet! We want him to bring us a sign similar to those given
to the prophets of the past!” Up to their time, despite Our warnings, not a
single city that We destroyed believed. Will these people believe?
21:7 Before you, Our messengers were also men to whom We sent a revelation. If you do not know this, you should ask someone who has received
the Message. We did not give them bodies that did not need food, and
they would not live forever. In the end, We kept Our promise, and We
saved whom We pleased and destroyed the sinners. Now We have given
you a book [the Koran] that contains the message for you. Now will you
understand?
21:11 How many wicked cities have We destroyed and replaced with another people? And still, when they sensed Our punishment, they began to
run. It was said to them, “Do not run. Return to your homes and easy lives
so that you may be called to account for your actions.” They said, “Oh no!
We were certainly wicked!” This cry of theirs did not stop until We mowed
them down and left them like reaped corn.
21:1

The Koran introduces stories about Mary and Jesus.
And mention Mary in the Scripture, when she withdrew from her
family to a place in the East. She took a veil to screen herself from them.
Then We sent Our spirit [Gabriel] to her in the form of a perfect man. She
said, “I seek protection from you with Merciful Allah. If you fear Him, then
do not come near me.”
19:19 He said, “I am merely your Lord’s messenger. I come to announce to
you the gift of a holy son.”
19:20 She said, “How can I have a son when no man has touched me, and
I am chaste?”
19:21 He said, “Even so, it will happen. Your Lord says, ‘That is easy for Me.’
We will make him a sign for all men and a mercy from Us. It is something
that is decreed.” And she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a
remote place. When the pain of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palmtree, she said, “If only I had died before this.”
19:16
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But a voice from below her said, “Do not grieve; your Lord has provided a stream beneath you. Shake the trunk of the palm-tree towards
yourself; it will drop fresh ripe dates upon you. So eat and drink and dry
your eyes. And if you should see any man, say, ‘I have promised a fast to
Allah. I will speak to no one today.’”
19:27 Later, she brought the baby to her people, carrying him in her arms.
They said, “Mary, you have come with an amazing thing. Sister of Aaron,
your father was not a wicked man, and your mother was not unchaste.”
But she merely pointed to the baby. They said, “How can we speak with
an infant in a cradle?” The child said, “Surely, I am the servant of Allah.
He has given me the Book and has made me a prophet. He has made me
blessed wherever I am; and has urged me to pray and give alms, as long as
I live; and to be dutiful to my mother; and He has not made me arrogant
or miserable. The peace of Allah was on me the day I was born, and will be
on me the day that I die; and on the day I will be resurrected.”
19:34 This was Jesus, the son of Mary; this is a statement of truth about
which they [Christians] dispute. It does not befit the majesty of Allah to
father a son. Glory be to Him! When He decrees something, He only needs
to say, “Be,” and it is. Surely, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so serve Him.
That is the right path.
19:37 The sects differ among themselves about Jesus. Woe to the unbelievers
because of the upcoming Judgment of a momentous day. They will see and
hear clearly on the day they come before Us. But today the unjust are clearly in error. Warn them of the day of distress when the matter is decided.
They are negligent, and they do not believe. We will inherit the earth and
everyone on it, and they will be returned to Us.
19:24

The Koranic view of Christianity:
43:81 Say to the Christians: If Allah, the most gracious, had a son, I would

be the first to worship. Glory to the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the
Lord of the throne! He is free from the things attributed to Him! So leave
them to chatter on and play with words until they meet the day they are
promised.
43:84 Allah rules the heavens and the earth. He is the wise, the knowing.
Blessed is He whose kingdom is the heavens and the earth and everything
in between. He has knowledge of the Hour of Judgment, and you will be
returned to Him.
43:86 Those whom they invoke for protection besides Allah have no power
to intercede. Only He who bears witness to the truth may do that, and they
know Him. If you asked them who their creator is, they would certainly
say, “Allah.” Then, how are they turned from the truth? And the Prophet
will cry, “My Lord, truly these are people who do not believe.” So turn away
from them and say, “Peace.” They will soon find out.
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The Koran continued to teach about the spirit world of Satan (Iblis) and
the jinns.
We created man from potter’s clay, from black mud molded into
shape. We earlier created the jinn from a blazing fire. Remember, your
Lord said to the angels, “I will create man from dry clay, from black mud
molded into shape. When I have fashioned him and breathed My spirit
into him, you must fall down and worship him.”
15:31 And the angels bowed down together to worship him, except Iblis. He
refused to bow down.
15:32 Allah said, “Iblis, why did you not bow down and worship with the
others?”
15:33 He said, “I am not the kind to bow down and worship man, whom
you have created from clay, from shaped mud.”
15:34 Allah said, “Then get out of here, because you are cursed, and you will
remain cursed until the Judgment Day.”
15:36 He said, “Allah, give me a reprieve until the day man is raised from
the dead.”
15:37 Allah said, “You are granted a reprieve until the preordained time.”
15:39 He said, “Because You have led me astray, I will make evil seem to be
fair to those on the earth, and I will mislead all of them, except those who
are Your devoted servants.”
15:41 Allah said, “This way leads straight to Me. You will have no power
over My servants, except those wrongdoers who will follow you.” Surely,
Hell is the promised place for all of them. It has seven gates, and each of
those gates has an assigned group.
15:45: The righteous will live among gardens and fountains. They will be
told: “You may enter in peace and security.” We will remove all rancor from
their hearts, and they will sit together like brothers, facing each other on
couches. Fatigue will not touch them there, and they will never be asked to
leave. Tell My servants that I am forgiving and merciful, and My punishment is the most terrible punishment.
15:26

67:5 We adorned the sky with lights. We will use them as missiles [shooting

stars] against the evil ones [jinns who try to listen to the words of heaven].
We have prepared a torment of Fire for them.

Now verses in the Koran began to form the basis of the legal system (the
Sharia) of Islam.
The successful ones will be the believers, who are humble in their
prayers, who avoid vain conversation, who contribute to the needy, and
who abstain from sex (except with their wives or slaves [slaves are bought
or taken in battle], in which case they are free from blame, but those who
exceed these limits are sinners). Those who honor their promises and
23:1
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contracts and who pay strict attention to their prayers will inherit Paradise. They will dwell there forever.
Your Lord knows everything in your souls. He knows if you are righteous. He is forgiving to those who frequently turn to Him. Render to your
kin their due rights and also to the needy and the traveler. Do not squander
your wealth wastefully. The wasteful are brothers of the evil ones, [satans]
and the evil ones are always ungrateful to their Lord. And if you turn away
from them seeking your Lord’s mercy, which you hope for, speak kindly to
them. Do not let your hand be tied to your neck like a miser, and do not
stretch it out to its limits so that you become rebuked and destitute. Surely,
your Lord will abundantly provide sustenance for whom He pleases, and
He provides in a just measure. He is always aware of His servants.
17:31 Do not kill your children because you fear poverty. We will provide
for them as well as for you. Surely, killing them is a terrible sin.
17:32 Have nothing to do with adultery. It is a shameful act and an evil
path that leads to other evils.
17:33 Do not kill anyone whom Allah has forbidden to be slain [a Muslim]
unless it is for a just cause [apostasy, retribution for a killing]. Whoever
is unjustly slain, We have given their heirs the authority to either forgive
or demand retribution, but do not allow him to exceed limits in slaying
because he will be helped by the law.
17:34 Do not use the property of the orphan, except to improve it, until
he reaches maturity. Fulfill your promise because every promise will be
investigated.
17:35 Give full measure when you measure, and weigh with an honest scale.
This is fair and much better in the end. Do not follow that of which you
have no knowledge. Every act of hearing, seeing, or feeling will be investigated on the Day of Reckoning.
17:37 Do not walk arrogantly upon the earth because you cannot split the
earth in two, and you cannot become as tall as the mountains. All of this
is evil and hateful in the sight of your Lord. This is part of the wisdom
that your Lord has revealed to you [Mohammed]. Do not worship another god with Allah, or you will be thrown into Hell, condemned and
abandoned.
17:25

When you recite the Koran, seek refuge in Allah from the accursed
Satan. He has no authority over those who believe and put their trust in
their Lord. Satan has authority only over those who befriend him and
those who worship others besides Allah.
16:98

7:204 And when the Koran is read, listen to it with attention and hold your

peace that mercy may be shown to you. Remember the Lord humbly within yourself in a low voice in the mornings and the evenings [prayer]. Do
not be one of the neglectful ones. Those who are with the Lord are not too
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proud to serve Him. They celebrate His praises and prostrate themselves
before Him.
Allah will not guide those who do not believe, and they will have a
painful punishment. Those who do not believe in Allah’s revelations forge
lies. They are the liars.
16:106 Those who disbelieve in Allah after having believed [became apostates], who open their hearts to disbelief, will feel the wrath of Allah and
will have a terrible punishment. (But there is no punishment for anyone
who is compelled by force to deny Allah in words, but whose heart is faithful) This is because they love the life in this world more than the afterlife
and because Allah does not guide unbelievers. Allah has sealed the hearts,
ears, and eyes of those people, and so they are heedless. Undoubtedly, they
will be the losers in the afterlife.
16:104
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8:20 Believers! Be obedient to Allah and His messenger, and

do not turn your backs now that you know the truth. Do
not be like the ones who say, “We hear,” but do not obey.

I217 Each of the clans of the Quraysh began to persecute those Muslims
that they had any power over. If Mohammed attacked them, they would
attack him through his converts. One slave, Bilal (to become famous later)
was physically abused by being placed in the hot sun with a huge rock
on his chest and being told to deny Islam. He refused. This was repeated until Abu Bakr, a chief Muslim, took notice and asked how long the
owner would abuse him. The owner said, “You are one of those who corrupted him, you save him.” So Abu Bakr offered to trade a stronger black,
non-Muslim slave for Bilal. Then Abu Bakr freed Bilal. Abu Bakr did this
with six other Muslim slaves as well.

MIGRATION TO ETHIOPIA
I208 Since the Quraysh were resisting Islam and being harsh to the Mus-

lims, Mohammed decided to send many of his followers to Ethiopia as the
Christian king there would not bother them. So eighty to ninety Muslims
left Arabia to cross the Red Sea to Ethiopia.
In these times of stress, the Koran has advice for Mohammed.
7:157 Those who follow the Messenger—the Prophet who neither reads nor

writes, whom they shall find described in the Torah and the Gospel, who
commands good and forbids evil; allows the pure and healthful and prohibits the impure; releases them from the burdens and shackles that were
upon them—those who believe in him, honor and help him and follow
the light [the Koran] that was sent down with him, they are the successful.
7:158 Say: Oh, people, I am sent to you as the messenger of Allah, whose
kingdom is the heavens and the earth. There is no god but He. He gives
both life and death. So believe in Allah and His messenger, the unlettered
Prophet, who believes in Allah and His word. Follow Him so that you may
be led aright.
Say: My Lord will be liberal or sparing in supplies with whom He
pleases of his servants, and whatever you spend for good, He will replace
34:39
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it; He is the best provider. One day He will gather His angels all together,
and He will say, “Did these men worship you?” They will say, “Glory to
you. You are our guardian, not them. No, they worshipped the jinn. Most
of them believed in them.” So on this day they will not have power over
one another for profit or harm, and We will say to the evildoers, “Taste the
torment of the Fire, which you called a lie.”
34:43 For when Our clear signs are recited to them, they say, “This is merely
a man who would turn you away from your father’s religion.” They say,
“This (Koran) is only a lie.” And when they hear the truth, the unbelievers
say, “This is nothing but clear sorcery.” Yet We did not give them any books
to study deeply, nor have We sent them a messenger with warnings. Those
before them rejected the truth, but they have not given Us a tenth of what
We have given to them. When they rejected My messengers, My vengeance
was terrible.
34:46 Say: I advise you in one thing: that you stand up before Allah and
reflect. There is no madness in your fellow citizen [Mohammed]. He is only
your warner before a severe punishment.
34:47 Say: I do not ask any reward from you. Keep it for yourselves. My
reward is from Allah alone. He is witness to all things. Say: Truly my Lord
sends the truth. He knows the unseen. Say: The truth has come, and falsehood will vanish and not return. Say: If I am wrong, it will cost my own
soul. If I am guided, it is because of what my Lord reveals to me for He
Hears all things and is near.
34:51 If you could see them when they are seized with terror. There will
be no escape, and they will be taken from their graves. And they will say,
“We believe in the truth,” but how can they reach faith in this life? They
rejected faith before, and they aimed slanders at the mysteries. A barrier
will be placed between them and their desires as was done with those who
doubted.
I235 A Meccan met Mohammed and said, “Mohammed, you stop cursing our gods or we will start cursing your Allah.” So Mohammed stopped
cursing the Meccan gods. An ongoing theme of Mohammed’s was of ancient civilizations who did not listen to their prophets and the terrible
downfall of that country.

We sent their brother Hud to the Ad [an ancient people of southern
Arabia] people. He said, “Oh, my people, worship Allah. You have no god
beside Him. You only invent your other gods. Oh, my people, I ask you for
no payment for this message. My reward is only with Him who made me.
Will you not understand? Oh, my people, ask pardon of your Lord. Turn
to Him and repent. He will send clouds with ample rain and will give you
additional strength. Do not turn back with deeds of evil.”
11:50
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They said, “Oh, Hud, you have not brought us clear proofs of your
mission. We will not abandon our gods at your word because we do not
believe you.”
11:54 They said, “We can only say that some of our gods may have seized
you with evil.”
11:55 Hud said, “With Allah as my witness and you as witnesses also, I am
innocent of your joining other gods to Allah. So conspire against me all
of you, and do not grant me a delay. I trust in Allah, my Lord and yours.
There is not a single beast that He does not hold by the hairs on its head.
My Lord is truly on the right path. If you turn back, at least I have already
delivered my message to you. My Lord will put another people in your
place. You cannot hurt Him. My Lord is guardian over all things.” When
We inflicted Our doom, We rescued Hud and those who believed with Him
by Our special mercy. We rescued them from a severe penalty.
11:59 The men of Ad rejected signs of their Lord, rebelled against His messengers, and followed the bidding of every proud, defiant person. They
were cursed in this world, and on Resurrection Day it will be said to them,
“Did Ad not reject their Lord?” The people of Ad were cast far away.
11:53

We sent their brother Shuaib to Midian. He said, “Oh, my people,
worship Allah. You have no other god than He. Do not give short weight
and measure. I see you are prosperous, but I fear you will receive the punishment of the all-encompassing day. “Oh, my people, give to others their
due in full weight and measure; do not withhold from people what is rightly theirs, and do not commit injustice on the earth causing corruption.
“That which Allah leaves with you is better for you if you are believers. But
I am not your keeper.”
11:87 They said to him, “Oh, Shuaib, does your religion of prayer command that we leave the gods our fathers worshipped or that we should
not do what we please with our property? You are the patient one, the
right-minded.”
11:88 He said, “Oh, my people, see if I have a clear revelation from my Lord
and if He supplies me in abundance. I do not desire to do what I forbid you
to do; I seek only your betterment. My sole help is Allah. In Him I trust,
and to Him I turn. “Oh, my people, do not let your opposition to me cause
you to sin so you suffer a similar fate to that of the people of Noah, or the
people of Hud, or the people of Salih, and the people of Lot are not too distant from you. Ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn to Him. Surely, my
Lord is merciful and loving.”
11:91 They said, “Oh, Shuaib, we do not understand much of what you say,
and we clearly see that you are powerless among us. If it were not for your
family, we surely would have stoned you, and you could not have prevailed
against us.”
11:84
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11:92 He said, “Oh, my people, do you think more highly of my family than

Allah? Do you put Him behind you, neglected? My Lord surrounds you.
And, Oh, my people, do whatever you have the power to do. I will do my
part, too, and soon you will know who will receive the penalty that will
disgrace him and who is the liar. Watch, and I, too am watching with you.”

Lot, his wife and family:
We sent Moses with Our signs saying to him, “Bring your people out
from the darkness into the light, and remind them of the days of Allah’s
favors.” There are signs here for every patient and grateful person.
14:6 Remind them that Moses said to his people, “Remember Allah’s kindness to you when He freed you from the tyranny of the family of Pharaoh.
They afflicted you with severe torments and slaughtered your male children while they spared your females.” This was a great trial from your
Lord. Remember. Your Lord made it known: “If you give thanks, then I
will surely give you more and more, but if you are thankless, my chastisement is terrible.” And Moses said, “If you and all who are on the earth are
thankless, still Allah is self-sufficient and worthy of all praise.”
14:9 Has the story not reached you of those who came before you, the people
of Noah, and Ad [an ancient people of southern Arabia], and Thamud
[Thamud was a trade town in ruins north of Mecca], and of those who
lived after them? No one knows them but Allah. Their messengers came to
them with clear proofs of their mission, but they put their hands on their
mouths and said, “We do not believe in your mission, and we doubt what
you say.”
14:10 Their messengers said, “Is there any doubt about Allah, maker of the
heavens and of the earth? It is He who invites you so that He may pardon
your sins and give you a reprieve until an appointed time.” They said, “You
are just men like us. If you desire to turn us away from our fathers’ worship, then bring us some clear proof.”
14:11 Their messengers said to them, “Yes, we are only men like you, but
Allah gives His favors to whom He pleases. It is not in our power to bring
you any special proof except by the permission of Allah. Let the believers
put their trust in Allah. What reason do we have for not putting our trust
in Allah since He has already guided us in our ways? We will certainly
bear with patience the harm you would do to us. Let the trusting put their
trust in Allah.”
14:13 And those who did not believe said to their messengers, “We will
surely drive you from our land unless you return to the religion of our
ancestors.” Then their Lord revealed to them, “We will certainly destroy
the unjust. We will certainly cause you to dwell in the land after them.
This for him who dreads the time he will stand at My judgment-seat and
14:5
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who dreads My threats!” They sought a decision that moment, and every
rebellious unbeliever perished.
14:16 Hell is before him, and for drink he will have boiling, stinking water.
He will drink it in gulps, but he will not swallow it because he detests it.
Death will come at him from every side, but he cannot die. Before him will
be an unrelenting doom.
I235 A story teller boasted that he could tell better old stories and would
tell them in competition with Mohammed. But the story teller was an unbeliever and the Koran condemned him, as well as all unbelievers.
31:6 There are men who engage in idle tales [A Persian story-teller in Mec-

ca said that his stories were better than Mohammed’s] without knowing,
and they mislead others from the way of Allah and turn it to scorn. There
will be a shameful punishment for them. When Our signs are revealed to
him, he turns away in arrogance as if he had not heard them, as though
there were deafness in his ears. Give him tidings of a terrible punishment.
Those who will believe and do good works, will enjoy the Gardens of Bliss,
where they will abide forever. It is Allah’s true promise, and He is mighty
and wise.
31:10 He created the heavens without pillars that can be seen and put
mountains firmly on the earth so that they would not move. He scattered
over it animals of every sort. He sent down rain from the heavens and
caused every kind of noble plant to grow. This is the creation of Allah.
Now show me what others beside Him have created. The wrongdoers are
in obvious error.
Those who argue about Our signs should know that there will be no
escape for them. Whatever you receive is but a passing comfort for this life.
What is better with Allah and more enduring for those who believe and
put their trust in their Lord is to avoid greater crimes and shameful deeds,
and when they are angered, forgive.
42:38 Those who listen to their Lord and observe regular prayer are those
whose affairs are guided by mutual counsel, who spend from what We
have given them, and who, when a wrong is done them, defend themselves.
Let the punishment for evil be equal to the evil, but he who forgives and
is reconciled will be rewarded by Allah himself for He does not love those
who act unjustly.
42:41 Whoever defends himself after being wronged will bear no blame
against him. The blame is only against those who unjustly wrong others
and rebel on earth disregarding justice. These will have a grievous punishment. Whoever bears wrongs and is patient and forgiving shows courage
in their acts.
42:44 Whomever Allah sends astray will no longer have a protector. And
you will see the wrongdoers when they see the doom saying, “Is there any
42:35
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way to return?” And you will see them brought before the Fire made humble by disgrace, and looking with stealthy glances. The believers will say,
“Truly, they are losers who have lost themselves and their families on Resurrection Day. Now the wrongdoers will be in lasting torment.” They have
no protectors other than Allah, and there is no road for him whom Allah
causes to err.
42:47 Listen to your Lord before the day comes when you cannot turn back.
You will have no refuge on that day, nor will you be able to deny your sins.
42:48 If they turn aside from your [Mohammed’s] message, We have not
sent you to guard over them. Your duty is only to deliver the message.
When we cause man to taste Our gifts of mercy, he will rejoice in it, but if
evil afflicts him for deeds he has done, then man is ungrateful.
I238 A Meccan took an old bone to Mohammed, crumbled it up and
blew the dust towards Mohammed. He asked, “Will your Allah revive this
bone?” Mohammed said, “Yes, I do say that. Allah will resurrect this bone
and you will die. Then Allah will send you to Hell!”

The Koran gives the details of Judgment Day and Hell.
So Allah preserved him from the evils they plotted while a dreadful
punishment overtook the Pharaoh’s people. They will be brought in front
of the Fire morning and evening, and on Judgment Day, when the hour
comes to pass, it will be said, “Cast Pharaoh’s people into the severest
punishment.”
40:47 When they will argue with each other in the Fire, the weak ones will
say to those who were so arrogant, “We were only following you. Will you
take a larger share of the Fire?”
40:48 And the arrogant ones will say, “We are all in this Fire; for now, Allah
has judged between his servants.”
40:49 Those in the Fire will say to the keepers of Hell, “Entreat your Lord to
relieve us of one day of this torment.”
40:50 They shall say, “Did your messengers not bring you clear signs?” “Yes,”
they will reply. They shall say, “Then pray for help,” but the prayers of the
unbelievers will be in vain.
40:51 Assuredly, We will help Our messengers and the believers in this present life, and on the day when the witnesses arise, the day on which their
excuses will not profit them, they will only have a curse and the woe of a
home in Hell.
40:53 We did, of old, give Moses the guidance—a guidance and warning to men of understanding—and We made the Children of Israel the
inheritors of the Book. Then patiently persevere for the promise of Allah is
true. Seek pardon for your faults, and celebrate the praises of your Lord at
evening and at morning.
40:45
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As to those who dispute the signs of Allah without authority having
reached them, there is nothing in their hearts but a desire to become great,
which they will never attain. So take refuge in Allah for He is the hearer,
the beholder.
40:57 Greater surely than the creation of man is the creation of the heavens
and of the earth, but most men do not know it. The blind man and the seer
are not alike, and neither is the evildoer equal with the believer who does
things that are right. How few think of this. The Hour will surely come.
There is no doubt of it, but most men do not believe it.
40:60 And your Lord says, “Call on me, and I will answer your prayer, but
those who are too arrogant to serve Me will enter Hell with shame.”
40:56

The Koran gives the qualities of Allah.
Allah made the night so you could rest and the day to give you light
for seeing. Allah is rich in bounties to men, but most men do not give
thanks. Such is Allah your Lord, creator of all things. There is no god but
Allah. Why then are you turned from the truth? Those who deny the signs
of Allah are turned aside.
40:64 Allah made the earth for you as a resting place and built up the heavens over it. He formed you and made your forms beautiful, and provided
you with good things. This is Allah your Lord. Blessed be Allah, Lord of the
worlds. He is the living one. There is no god but Allah. Call on Him with
sincere devotion. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds.
40:66 Say: I am forbidden to worship any beside Allah after the clear signs
that have come to me from my Lord, and I am commanded to submit to
the Lord of the worlds.
40:67 It is He who created you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then
a clot. That you may understand, He brought you forth as a child, let you
reach your full strength, let you become an old man (but some die first),
and then you reach the appointed term. It is He who gives life and death,
and when He decrees a thing, He only says of it, “Be,” and it is.
40:69 Do you not see those who dispute the signs of Allah and how are they
turned aside?
40:70 Those who reject the Book and the revelations with which We have
sent our messengers will soon know the truth. When the yokes and the
chains are on their necks, they will be dragged into the boiling waters then
they will be thrust into the Fire and burned. Then it will be said to them,
“Where are the ones whom you made partners with Allah?” They will say,
“They have gone away from us. Before, we did not call on anyone.” This
is how Allah leads the unbelievers astray. This is because you rejoiced in
other things than the truth on the earth. Enter the gates of Hell to live there
forever. Evil is the abode of the arrogant ones.
40:61
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Have patience, for the promise of Allah is true. Whether We let you
[Mohammed] see part of the woes We promise them, or We cause you to
die first, they will all return to Us. We have already sent messengers before
you. We have told you the stories of some of them, and of others We have
told you nothing. But no messenger had the power to work a miracle unless
by the permission of Allah. When the command of Allah comes, judgment
is given with truth. Those who treat it as a lie perish.
40:79 It is Allah who gave you the cattle. On some of them you may ride,
and of some you may eat. There are other advantages in them. You may
carry burdens. And on ships and on cattle you are carried. He shows you
His signs. Which of the signs of Allah will you deny?
40:82 Have they not traveled in this land and seen what was the end of
those who came before them? They were more numerous than these and
mightier in power and in the fortifications they left on the land, yet all they
accomplished was no profit to them. When their messengers came to them
with clear signs, they exulted in the knowledge they possessed, but the very
wrath that they mocked encompassed them. And when they saw Our vengeance they said, “We believe in Allah alone, and we reject the partners we
once associated with Him.”
40:85 But their professions of faith, when they had seen our vengeance, did
not profit them. Such has been the procedure of Allah with regard to his
servants. Then the unbelievers perished.
40:77

I239 Some Meccans approached Mohammed and said, “Let us worship
what you worship. Then you worship what we worship. If what you worship is better than what we worship, then we will take a share of your
worship. And if what we worship is better, then you can take a share of
that.” The Koran’s reply:
10:94 If you are in doubt as to what We have revealed to you, ask those who

have read the Scriptures [Jews, Christians] before you. The truth has come
to you from your Lord. Do not be one of those who doubts. And do not be
one of those who rejects the signs of Allah, or you will be one of those who
will perish. Those against whom the decree of your Lord is pronounced
shall not believe until they see the painful doom, though every kind of
sign was brought to them. Why were the people of Jonah the only city that
believed when We warned them? When they believed, We delivered them
from the penalty of shame in this world and gave them comfort for a while.
10:99 But if the Lord had pleased, all men on earth would have believed
together. Would you compel men to become believers? No soul can believe
without the permission of Allah, and He will place doubt on those who
do not understand. Say: Consider whatever is in the heavens and on the
earth, but neither signs nor warners profit those who do not believe.
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What do they expect, then, but what happened in the days of men
who passed before them? Say: Wait. I, too, will wait with you. We save
Our messengers and those who believe. It is binding on Us to deliver the
faithful. Say: Oh, men, if you are in doubt of my religion, I do not worship
whom you worship beside Allah, but I worship Allah who will cause you to
die. I am commanded to be a believer.
10:105 And set your face toward the true religion, sound in faith, and do
not be of those who revere other gods besides Allah. Do not call on gods
besides Allah who cannot help or hurt you. If you do this, you will be one
of the wrongdoers. And if Allah afflicts you with harm, there is no one who
can remove it but Him, and if He intends good for you, no one can hold it
back. He strikes whichever servant He pleases, and He is the gracious and
the merciful.
10:108 Say: Oh, men, now truth has reached you from your Lord. He who
receives the guidance will be guided only for his own soul, and he who
strays does so at his own loss, and I am not your guardian. Follow what
is revealed to you, and be patient until Allah judges for He is the best of
judges.
10:102

Islam means submission and that is what all must do. The only religion in
Allah’s eyes is Islam.
He alone has knowledge of the Hour. No fruit grows, nor does any
female conceive or deliver without His knowledge. On the day when He
calls men to return to Him saying, “Where are the other gods?” they will
say, “We confess that none of us can testify for them.” The gods they used
to worship will fail them, and they will realize that there is no escape for
them.
41:49 Man never tires of praying for good, but if evil touches him, he becomes despondent and hopeless. If We show mercy after some affliction
touches him, he will surely say, “This is due to my own virtues. I do not
believe that the Hour of Judgment will ever occur, but if I am returned to
my Lord, I will certainly receive my highest good.” But We will show the
unbelievers everything that they have done, and We will give them a taste
of a terrible punishment. When We show favor to man, he turns away and
withdraws from Allah, but when evil touches him, he becomes full of long
prayers.
41:52 What do you think? If this Book is really from Allah and you deny it,
who will have done a greater wrong than he who openly rejects Allah? We
will show them Our signs all over the earth and in their own souls, until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth. Is it not enough that your Lord is
a witness to all things? Do they doubt that they will meet their Lord? Does
He not encompass all things?
41:47
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6:21 And who is more unjust than he who conceives a lie concerning Allah

or who rejects Our signs? The wrongdoers will not prosper.
6:22 On the Day We will gather them all together, We will say to those
who praised other gods than Allah, “Where are those make-believe gods
of yours?” Then they will have no other excuse but to say, “By Allah, our
Lord, we were not unbelievers.” See how they lie against themselves, and
the gods they invented failed them!
6:25 Some among them listen to you [Mohammed], but We have cast veils
over their hearts and a heaviness to their ears so that they cannot understand our signs [the Koran]. If they see every sign, they will not have faith
in them, but when they come to you, they will dispute with you, and the
unbelievers will say, “This is only the fables of the old ones.”
6:26 And they prohibit others from it [the Koran] and depart from it themselves, but they only destroy their own souls, while they do not perceive it.
If you could see when they will be set over the Fire. They will say, “Oh, if
we could return we would not deny the signs of the Lord, and we would be
one of the believers.” Yes, they will clearly see what they had concealed from
themselves, but if they returned, they would return to forbidden things, for
surely they are liars.
6:29 And they say, “There is only our life in this world, and we will not be
raised up again.” If you could see them when they will stand before their
Lord. He will say to them, “Is this not the truth [the Resurrection and
Judgment]?” They will say, “Yes, by our Lord!” He will say, “Taste then the
punishment because you rejected faith.”
6:31 They are lost who deny that they will meet with Allah until, suddenly,
the Hour comes upon them, and they cry “Oh, woe to us that we neglected
it.” They shall bear their evil burdens on their backs. Life in this world is
but a pastime and amusement, but best is the mansion in Paradise for
those who do their duty! Do you not understand?
THE SATANIC VERSES

Mohammed was always thinking of how he could persuade all
the Meccans. It came to him that the three gods of the Quraysh could
intercede with Allah. Mohammed said, “These are the exalted high flying cranes whose intercession is approved.” The Meccans were delighted
and happy. When Mohammed lead prayers at the Kabah, all the Meccans,
Muslim and non-Muslim, took part. The Quraysh hung about after the
combined service and remarked how happy they were. The tribe had been
unified in worship, as before Islam.
T1192 When the news reached Ethiopia, some of the Muslims started
for home. But then, trouble. The Koran revealed that Mohammed was
T11921

1.

The T references are to Al Tabari’s History of Prophets and Kings
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wrong. Meccan gods could have no part in his religion. Satan had made
him say those terrible words about how the other gods could help Allah.
The retraction by Mohammed made the relations between Islam and the
Meccans far worse than it had ever been.
Never have We sent a prophet or messenger before you whom Satan
did not tempt with evil desires, but Allah will bring Satan’s temptations to
nothing. Allah will affirm His revelations, for He is knowing and wise. He
makes Satan’s suggestions a temptation for those whose hearts are diseased
or for those whose hearts are hardened. Truly, this is why the unbelievers
are in great opposition so that those who have been given knowledge will
know that the Koran is the truth from their Lord and so that they may
believe in it and humbly submit to Him. Allah will truly guide the believers
to the right path.
22:55 But the unbelievers will never stop doubting until the Hour of Judgment comes upon them unaware or until the punishment of a disastrous
day. On that day Allah’s rule will be absolute. He will judge between them.
And those who believed and did good works will be led into Gardens of delight. As for the unbelievers who treated Our signs as lies, they will receive
a shameful punishment.
22:52

THE POET’S SUBMISSION
I252 Al Dausi was a poet of some standing in Arabia and when he visited Mecca he was warned to stay away from Mohammed. Mohammed had
hurt the Quraysh and broken the harmony of the tribe. He was warned
that Mohammed could bring such divisions to his own family. But Al
Dausi went to the mosque and there was Mohammed. Since he had been
warned about Mohammed this made Al Dausi more curious to hear what
Mohammed said when he prayed. He liked what he heard and followed
Mohammed home. They spoke for some time and Al Dausi decided to
submit to Islam.
I253 He returned home. His father was old and came to greet his son.
Al Dausi said to him, “Go away father, for I want nothing to do with you
or you with me.” His father said, “Why, my son?” Al Dausi said, “I have
become a Muslim.” The father replied, “Well, then I shall do so as well.”
I253 He then entered his home and told his wife, “Leave me, I want
nothing to do with you.” She cried, “Why?” Al Dausi said, “Islam has
divided us and I now follow Mohammed.” She replied, “Then your religion is my religion.” He then instructed her in Islam.

The Koran is constant in its admonitions about whom a Muslim should
be friends with.
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Oh, Believers, do not make friends of your fathers or your brothers
if they love unbelief above Islam. He who makes them his friends does
wrong. Say: If your fathers, and your sons, and your brothers, and your
wives, and your kin-folks, and the wealth which you have gained, and the
merchandise that you fear you will not sell, and the dwellings in which you
delight—if all are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger and efforts
on His Path, then wait until Allah’s command comes to pass. Allah does
not guide the impious.
9:23

Believers should not take unbelievers as friends in preference to other
believers. Those who do this will have none of Allah’s protection and will
only have themselves as guards. Allah warns you to fear Him for all will
return to Him.
3:28

Believers! Do not become friends with anyone except your own people. The unbelievers will not rest until they have corrupted you. They wish
nothing but your ruin. Their hatred of you is made clear by their words,
but even greater hatred is hidden within their hearts. We have made Our
signs clear to you. Therefore, do your best to comprehend them.
3:118

Oh, you who believe, do not take those who have received the Scriptures [Jews and Christians] before you, who have scoffed and jested at your
religion, or who are unbelievers for your friends. Fear Allah if you are true
believers. When you call to prayer, they make it a mockery and a joke. This
is because they are a people who do not understand.
5:57

I260 There was one Christian in Mecca in whom Mohammed took an
interest. In the market there was a Christian slave who ran a booth. Mohammed would go and speak with him at length. This led to the Quraysh
saying that what Mohammed said in the Koran, came from the Christian
slave. The Koran’s response:

When We exchange one verse for another, and Allah knows best
what He reveals, they say, “You are making this up.” Most of them do not
understand.
16:102 Say: The Holy Spirit [Gabriel] has truthfully revealed it from your
Lord so that it may confirm the faith of those who believe and be a guide
and good news for those who submit. We know that they say, “It is a man
that teaches him.” The man [his name is uncertain] they point to speaks a
foreign language while this is clear Arabic.
16:101

You may feel like abandoning part of what was revealed to you, and
you will be distressed at heart for fear of them, saying, “Why has there not
been a treasure or an angel sent down with him?” You are there only to
warn. Allah has all things in his charge. Or they might say, “He invented
the Koran.” Say: Then invent ten Suras of your own, and call whomever
11:12
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you can to help you besides Allah if you are men of truth. If your false
gods do not answer you, then know that this has been sent to you with the
awareness of Allah and that there is no Allah but He. Will you submit to
Islam, then?
32:1 ALIF. LAM. MIM. This Book is without a doubt a revelation sent down

from the Lord of the worlds. Do they say, “He [Mohammed] has made it
up”? No. It is the truth sent from your Lord so that you may warn a people
who have not yet been warned so that they may be guided.
THE NIGHT JOURNEY

Glory to Allah, Who took His servant on a night time journey from
the Sacred Mosque in Mecca to the furthest Mosque, whose neighborhood
We have blessed so that We might show him Our signs: He, and only He,
hears and sees all things.
17:1

One night as he lay sleeping, Mohammed said that the angel
nudged him with his foot. He awoke, saw nothing, and went back to sleep.
This happened again. Then it happened a third time. Mohammed awoke,
saw Gabriel and took his arm. They went out the door and found a white
animal, half mule and half donkey. Its feet had wings and could move to
the horizon at one step. Gabriel put Mohammed on the white animal and
off they went to Jerusalem to the site of the Temple.
I264 There at the temple were Jesus, Abraham, Moses, and other prophets. Mohammed led them in prayer. Gabriel brought Mohammed two
bowls. One was filled with wine and the other was filled with milk. Mohammed took the one with milk and drank it. That was the right choice.
I265 When Mohammed told this story at the Kabah, the Quraysh hooted at the absurdity of it. Actually, some of the Muslims found it too hard
to believe and left Islam. One of them went to Abu Bakr and told him that
Mohammed had gone to Jerusalem the night before. Bakr said they were
lying. They told him to go and hear for himself. Mohammed was at the
mosque telling of his story. Abu Bakr said, “If he says it, then it is true. He
tells me of communication with Allah that comes to him at all hours of the
day and night. I believe him.”
I265 Aisha, Mohammed’s favorite wife, said that Mohammed never left
the bed that night, however, his spirit soared.
I266 Mohammed reported that Abraham looked exactly like him. Moses was a ruddy faced man, tall, thin, and with curly hair. Jesus was light
skinned with reddish complexion and freckles and lank hair.
I268 After the prayers had been done in Jerusalem, Gabriel brought a
fine ladder. Mohammed and Gabriel climbed the ladder until they came
I264
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to one of the gates of heaven, called Gate of the Watchers. An angel was
in charge there and had under his command 12,000 angels. And each of
those 12,000 angels had 12,000 angels under them. The guardian angel
asked Gabriel who Mohammed was. When Gabriel said it was Mohammed, the angel wished Mohammed well.
I268 All the angels who greeted Mohammed, smiled and wished him
well, except for one. Mohammed asked Gabriel who was the unsmiling
angel. The unsmiling angel was Malik, the Keeper of Hell. Mohammed
asked Gabriel to ask Malik if he would show him Hell. So Malik removed
the lid to Hell and flames blazed into the air. Mohammed quickly ask for
the lid to be put back on Hell.
I269 At the lowest heaven, a man sat with the spirits of men passing in
front of him. To one he would say, “A good spirit from a good body.” And
to another spirit he would say, “An evil spirit from an evil body.” Mohammed asked who the man was. It was Adam reviewing the spirits of his
children. The spirit of a believer excited him and the spirit of an infidel
disgusted him.
I269 Mohammed saw men with lips like a camel. In their hands were
flaming hot coals. They would shove the coals into their mouths and the
burning coals came out of their ass. These were those who had stolen the
wealth of orphans. Then he saw the family of the Pharaoh with huge bellies. Then he saw women hanging from their breasts. These women had
fathered bastards on their husbands. Mohammed said that Allah hates
women who birth bastards. They deprive the true sons of their portion
and learn the secrets of the harem.
I270 Then Mohammed was taken up to the second heaven and saw Jesus
and his cousin, John, son of Zechariah. In the third heaven he saw Joseph,
son of Jacob. In the fourth heaven, Mohammed saw Idris. In the fifth heaven was a man with a long beard and white hair. He was a very handsome
man who was Aaron, son of Imran. In the sixth heaven was a dark man
with a hooked nose. This was Moses. In the seventh heaven was a man sitting on a throne in front of a mansion. Every day 70,000 angels went into
the mansion, not to come out until the day of resurrection. The man on
the throne looked just like Mohammed; it was Abraham. Abraham took
Mohammed into Paradise and there was a beautiful woman with red lips.
Mohammed ask who she belonged to, for she was very attractive to him.
She belonged to Zaid. When he got back, Mohammed told him of this.
I271 When Gabriel took Mohammed to each of the heavens and asked
permission to enter he had to say who he had brought and whether they
had a mission. They would then say, “Allah grant him life, brother and
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friend.” When Mohammed got to the seventh heaven his Lord gave him
the duty of fifty prayers a day. When he returned past Moses, Moses asked
him how many prayers Allah had given him. When Moses heard that it
was fifty, he said, “Prayer is a weighty matter and your people are weak. Go
back and ask your Lord to reduce the number for you and your community. Mohammed went back and got the number reduced to forty. When
he passed Moses, the same conversation took place. And so on until Allah
reduced the number to five. Moses tried to get Mohammed to go back and
get the number reduced even further, but Mohammed felt ashamed to ask
for more.
In the Night Journey we see Mohammed as the successor to the Jewish
prophets.
More stories from the Torah:
12:3 We reveal to you [Mohammed] one of the most beautiful stories in this

Koran, though before this, you were one of those who did not know.
12:4 When Joseph said to his Father [Jacob], “Oh, my Father, I saw in a
dream eleven stars and the sun and the moon, and I saw them prostrate
themselves to me.”
12:5 He said, “Oh, my son, do not tell your brothers of your vision unless
they conspire in a plot against you, for Satan is an open enemy of man.
So your Lord will choose you and will teach you the interpretation of
stories and will perfect His favors to you and to the family of Jacob, even
as He perfected it for your fathers Abraham and Isaac. The Lord is knowing, wise.”
12:7 Surely in Joseph and his brothers are signs for the seekers of truth.
[Jacob had twelve sons out of two wives and two slaves. Rachel was the
mother of Joseph and Benjamin.] They [the other ten brothers] said, “Joseph and his brother [Benjamin] are better loved by our Father than we,
but we are more in number. Our father is wrong. Let us kill Joseph or drive
him to some other land so that your father’s favor will be for you alone.
After that you can live as upright persons.”
12:10 One of them said, “Do not kill Joseph, but cast him down to the bottom of the well, if you must, so some travelers will take him up.”
12:11 They said, “Oh, our Father, why do you not trust us with Joseph since
we are his sincere friends? Send him with us tomorrow so he may enjoy
himself and play. We will guard him well.”
12:13 Jacob said, “It grieves me that you will take him away, and I fear that
the wolf may devour him while you are not paying attention.”
12:14 They said, “If the wolf were to devour him with so many of us there
and when we are so strong, we would have perished first.”
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12:15 When they went away with him, they agreed to place him at the bot-

tom of the well, and We revealed to Joseph, “You will tell them of this deed
when they shall not know you.” And they came weeping to their father
at nightfall. They said, “Oh, our Father, truthfully, we went to run races,
and we left Joseph with our things, and the wolf devoured him, but you
will not believe us even though we speak the truth.” They brought his shirt
with fake blood upon it. Jacob said, “No, you have arranged this affair, but
patience is good, and I will pray for the help of Allah so I may bear what
you tell me.”
12:19 There came a caravan of travelers, and they sent their water-carrier
for water, and he let down his bucket. He said, “Ah, there, good news; this
is a fine youth.” They hid him like a treasure to make merchandise of him,
but Allah knew what they did. They sold him for a small price, a few pieces
of silver. They attached no value to him. An Egyptian who bought him
said to his wife, “Treat him hospitably. He may be useful to us, or we may
adopt him as a son.” This is how We settled Joseph in the land [Egypt], and
We instructed him in the interpretation of stories, for Allah is master of
His affairs, but most men do not know it. When Joseph had reached full
maturity, We gave him wisdom and knowledge, for this is how We reward
the well doers.
12:23 The mistress of his home developed a passion for Joseph, and she shut
the doors and said, “Come here.” He said, “Allah keep me! Your husband
has given me a good home and treated me honorably no good comes to
wrongdoers.” Still, she desired him, and he would have longed for her if
he had not seen the signs from his Lord. So We ordered that We might
turn him away from all evil and indecency for he was one of Our sincere
servants.
12:25 They both raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from behind, and
they met her husband at the door. She said, “What is the punishment to
him who would do evil to your wife? Prison or a painful doom?”
12:26 Joseph said, “It was she who asked me to commit an evil act.” One
from her own family bore witness: “If his shirt is torn in front, then she
speaks truth, and he is a liar. But if his shirt be torn behind, she lies and
he is true.”
12:28 So when his lord saw his shirt torn behind, he said, “This is a device
of you women. Your devices are great, “Joseph, leave this affair. Wife, ask
pardon for your crime, for you have sinned.”
12:30 The women in the city said, “The wife of the Prince is trying to seduce
her servant. He has inspired her with his love, but we clearly see she is going astray.” And when she heard of their spiteful talk, she sent for them and
prepared a banquet for them and gave each one of them a knife. She said,
“Joseph, show yourself.” When they saw him, they were amazed and cut
their hands and said, “Allah keep us. This is no man. This is a noble angel.”
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She said, “This is the man about whom you blamed me. I tried to seduce
him from his true self, but he stood firm. Now, if he does not obey my command, he will surely be cast into prison and become one of the despised.”
12:33 He said, “Oh, my Lord, I prefer the prison to that which they invite
me, but unless you turn away their snares from me, I will feel inclined to
play the youth with them and become one of the foolish.” So his Lord heard
him and turned aside their snares from him for he is the hearer and the
knower.
12:35 It occurred to the men, even after they had seen the signs of his innocence, to imprison him for a time. And two youths entered into the prison
with him. One of them said, “I had a dream that I was pressing grapes.”
The other said, “I dreamed that I was carrying bread on my head that the
birds did eat. Tell us what this means, for we see you are good to all.”
12:37 Joseph said, “Before any food comes to feed either of you, I will acquaint you with the truth and meaning of your dreams. This is a part of
what my Lord has taught me, for I have abandoned the religion of those
who do not believe Allah and who deny the life to come. I follow the religion of my fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We could never join false
gods with Allah. This is because of Allah’s bounty towards us and towards
mankind, but most men do not give thanks. Oh, my two fellow prisoners,
are various lords best or Allah, the one, the mighty? Those you worship
beside Him are mere names that you and your fathers have named without
authority. This decision is for Allah, alone. He has commanded that you
worship none but Him. This is the right faith, but most men do not know it.
12:41 “Oh, my two fellow prisoners, one of you will pour wine for his Lord
to drink, but the other will be crucified, and the birds will eat from his
head. So the matter is decreed concerning your question.” Joseph said to
the one whom he judged would be released, “Mention me in the presence
of your lord, “ but Satan caused him to forget to mention Joseph to his lord,
so he stayed in prison a few years.
12:43 The King of Egypt said, “I saw seven fat cows in a dream being
eaten by seven lean cows, and seven green ears of corn and seven others
withered. Oh, nobles, explain to me my dream if you are able to explain
dreams.”
12:44 They said, “They are confused and mixed dreams, and we do not
interpret dreams.”
12:45 Then Joseph’s freed prisoner companion said, “I will tell you the interpretation. Let me try.” He went to Joseph in prison and said, “Joseph,
truthful one, explain to us the dream of the seven fat cows which seven lean
ones devoured, and of the seven green ears with the others withered that I
may return to the men and that they may be informed.”
12:47 He said, “You will sow seven years as usual, and the corn you reap
you will leave in its ear except a little of which you will eat. After that will
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come seven grievous years when you will eat what you have stored except
that which you will have kept. A year after this, men will have rain, and
they will press wine and oil.”
12:50 The King said, “Bring him to me.” And when the messenger returned,
Joseph said, “Go back to your lord, and ask him what is the case of the
women who cut their hands, for my lord well knows the snare they laid.”
12:51 The King sent for the women and asked, “What happened when you
tried to seduce Joseph?” They said, “Allah keep us. We do not know any evil
against him.” The wife said, “Now the truth appears. It was I who tried to
seduce him. He is most surely one of the truthful ones.”
12:52 Joseph said, “I asked for this so that my lord may know that I was
not false in his absence, and that Allah does not guide the snares of the
false ones. Yet I do not absolve myself, for the human heart is prone to
evil except that my Lord has mercy on us, for my Lord is forgiving and
merciful.”
12:54 So the King said, “Bring him to me. I will take him for my special service.” And when he had spoken with Joseph he said, “Be assured that from
this day you will be with us, confirmed in rank and trusted.”
12:55 Joseph said, “Set me over the granaries of the land, and I will guard
over them wisely.” So We gave Joseph power in the land. He was the owner
of it as he pleased. We give our favors to those We will, and We will guard
the reward of the righteous. The reward of the life to come is better for those
who have believed and feared Allah.
12:58 Joseph’s brothers came before him. He knew them, but they did not
know him. And when he had provided them with their provision, he said,
“Bring me your brother [Benjamin] from your father. Do you not see that
I fill the measure and am the best of hosts? If you do not bring him to me,
there will be no measure of corn for you from me, nor will you come near
me.”
12:61 They said, “We will try to obtain him from his father [Jacob], and we
will surely do it.”
12:62 Joseph told his servants, “Put their money into their camel-packs so
they will see it when they have returned to their family so they will come
back to us.”
12:63 When they returned to their father, they said, “Oh, our father, the
grain has been denied us unless we return with our brother [Benjamin],
so send our brother with us, and we will have our measure. We will guard
him well.”
12:64 He said, “Should I trust you with him as I trusted you before with his
brother? Allah is the best guardian, and He shows the most compassion of
the compassionate.”
12:65 When they opened their goods, they found their money had been returned to them. They said, “Oh, our father, what more can we desire? Our
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money has been returned to us. We will provide corn for our families and
will take care of our brother and will receive a camel’s burden of more corn.
What we bring now is a light quantity.”
12:66 He said, “I will not send him with you but on your oath before Allah
that you will bring him back to me unless you are surrounded.” When
they had given him their pledge, he said, “Allah is witness of what we
say.”
12:67 And he said, “Oh, my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but enter by
different gates. Yet I cannot help you against anything decreed by Allah.
Judgment belongs to Allah, alone. I put my trust in Him, and let all who
trust put their trust in him.”
12:68 And when they entered as their father commanded, it did not protect
them from anything decreed by Allah. It was a desire of Jacob’s soul, which
he satisfied. He was possessed of knowledge, which we had taught him, but
most men do not know. When they came to Joseph, he took his brother to
him. He said, “I am your brother, so do not grieve at what they did.” When
he had provided them with their provisions, he placed his drinking cup in
his brother’s camel-pack. Then a crier cried after them, “Oh, travelers, you
are surely thieves.”
12:71 They turned back to them and said, “What is that you are missing?”
12:72 “We miss,” they said, “the King’s cup. Whoever finds it will receive a
camel’s load of corn. We are bound by that promise.”
12:73 The brothers said, “By Allah, you know certainly that we did not come
to make mischief in the land and are not thieves.”
12:74 “What,” said the Egyptians, “will be the penalty for this if you are
found to be liars?”
12:75 They said, “The penalty will be on the one in whose camel-pack it will
be found, he will be given up to you in satisfaction for it. This is how we
punish the unjust.”
12:76 Joseph began to search their sacks before he came to the sack of his
brother [Benjamin]. From the sack of his brother he drew out the cup. We
planned this for Joseph. By the King’s law, he had no power to seize his
brother if Allah had not willed it. We uplift whomever we please, but above
every one else is the all-knowing.
12:77 They said, “If he steals, a brother of his has stolen before,” but Joseph
kept his secret, and did not reveal it to them. He said, “You are in the worse
condition, and Allah knows what you allege.”
12:78 They said, “Oh, Prince, he has a very aged father, who will grieve him.
Take one of us instead, for we see that you are a generous person.”
12:79 He said, “Allah forbids that we take someone other than him with
whom our property was found, for then we should be acting unjustly.”
12:80 When they saw that Joseph was unyielding, they privately conferred.
The eldest of them said [to Benjamin], “Do you not know that your father

75

AN ABRIDGED KORAN

took a pledge from you in Allah’s name and how you failed in duty with
regard to Joseph? So I will not leave this land until my father permits me,
or Allah decides for me for He is the best. Return to your father and say,
‘Oh, our father, your son has stolen. We bear witness to what we know. We
could not guard against the unforeseen. Ask for yourself in the city where
we have been and of the caravan with which we have arrived. You will find
we are telling the truth.’
12:83 Jacob said, “No, you have arranged all this among yourselves. Patience is most fitting for me, and Allah may bring them back to me together
for he is the knowing, the wise.”
12:84 He turned away from them and said, “Oh, how I am grieved for Joseph!” and his eyes became white with grief for he bore a silent sorrow.
12:85 They said, “By Allah, will you never cease to think of Joseph until you
are at the point of death, or dead?”
12:86 He said, “I only plead my grief and my sorrow to Allah, but I know
from Allah what you do not know. Go, my sons, and seek tidings of Joseph
and his brother, and do not give up hope of Allah’s mercy for only the unbelievers despair of the mercy of Allah.”
12:88 And when they came in to Joseph, they said, “Oh, Prince, distress has
reached us and our family, and we have poor merchandise, so give us full
measure, and be charitable to us for Allah will repay the alms givers.”
12:89 Joseph said, “Do you know what you did to Joseph and his brother in
your ignorance?”
12:90 They said, “Are you indeed Joseph?” He said, “I am Joseph, and this
is my brother. Allah has been gracious to us. For he who guards against
evil and is patient will be rewarded. Allah will not allow the reward of the
righteous to be lost!”
12:91 They said, “By Allah, now Allah has chosen you above us, and we
have indeed been sinners!”
12:92 He said, “No blame will be on you this day. Allah may forgive you
for He is the most merciful of those who show mercy. Go with this shirt of
mine, and lay it on my father’s face, and he will recover his sight, and come
to me with all your family.”
12:94 When the caravan departed from Egypt, their father said, “I surely
perceive the smell of Joseph. Do not think I am feeble.”
12:95 They said, “By Allah, it is your old mistake.” Then when the bearer of
good tidings came, he cast the shirt on his father’s face, and Jacob’s eyesight
returned. Then he said, “Did I not tell you that I knew from Allah what
you did not know?”
12:97 They said, “Oh, Our father, ask pardon for our crimes for us for we
have truly been sinners.”
12:98 He said, “I will ask your pardon of my Lord for He is forgiving and
merciful.”
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12:99 When they came to Joseph, he took his family to him, and said, “Enter

Egypt in safety if Allah wills.”
12:100 And he raised his parents onto the throne, and they fell down bowing
themselves unto him. Then he said, “Oh, my father, this is the meaning of
my dream of old. My Lord has now made it true, and He has surely been
gracious to me since He took me from the prison and has brought you up
out of the desert, even after Satan stirred up strife between me and my
brothers. My Lord is gracious to whom He will for He is knowing and wise.
12:101 “Oh, my Lord, you have given me some power and have taught me
to interpret dreams. Maker of the heavens and of the earth, You are my
guardian in this world and in the next. Cause me to die a Muslim, and
join me with the just.”
12:102 This is one of the secret stories, which We reveal to you. You were
not with Joseph’s brothers when they conceived their design and laid their
plot. And though you try, the greater part of men will not believe you. You
will not ask them for any reward for this message. It is simply a reminder
for all mankind.

Noah
Tell them the history of Noah when he said to his people, “Oh, my
people, if my stay and my reminding you of the signs of Allah are grievous
to you, I still trust Allah. So choose a course of action—you and your false
gods. Do not let your plans be uncertain to you. Then come to some decision about me, and do not delay. If you turn your backs on me, I ask no
reward from you. My reward is with Allah alone, and I am commanded
to submit to Allah’s will.” But they treated him as a liar, and We rescued
him and those with him in the ark, and We made them to inherit the earth
while We drowned those who rejected Our signs. See what was the end of
those who were warned?
10:74 Then after him, We sent messengers to their peoples, and they brought
them clear signs, but they would not believe in what they had denied earlier. So We seal up the hearts of the transgressors. After them We sent Moses
and Aaron with Our signs to Pharaoh and his nobles, but they were arrogant and a guilty people. When the truth came to them from Us, they said,
“This is clear sorcery.”
10:77 Moses said, “What do you say of the truth when it has come to you,
‘Is this sorcery?’ but sorcerers will not prosper.”
10:78 They said, “Have you come to us to turn us away from the faith of our
fathers so that you and your brother will have greatness in this land? We
are not going to believe in you.”
10:79 Pharaoh said, “Fetch me every skilled magician.” When the magicians
arrived, Moses said to them, “Cast down what you have to cast.”
10:71
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And when they had cast them down, Moses said, “What you have
brought is sorcery, and Allah will render them vain. Allah does not uphold the work of mischief-makers. Allah will verify the truth by his words,
though the guilty may be averse to it.” And none believed in Moses except
some of the children of his people because they feared that Pharaoh and his
nobles would persecute them. Pharaoh was a tyrant in the land and one
who committed excesses.
10:84 And Moses said, “Oh, my people, if you believe in Allah, put your
trust in Him and submit.”
10:85 They said, “In Allah we put our trust. Oh, our Lord, do not make us
subject to the persecution of unjust people, and deliver us by Your mercy
from the unbelieving people.”
10:87 Then We revealed to Moses and to his brother this message: “Provide
houses for your people in Egypt, and in your houses, places of worship and
proclaim good tidings to the believers.”
10:88 And Moses said, “Oh, our Lord, You have given the Pharaoh and
his nobles splendor and riches in this present life. Oh, our Lord, they do
lead people astray from Your way. Oh, our Lord, destroy their riches,
and harden their hearts so they do not believe until they have seen the
painful doom.”
10:89 Allah said, “Your prayer is heard, Moses and Aaron. Keep to the
straight path, and do not follow the path of those who have no knowledge.”
10:90 We led the Children of Israel through the sea, and, due to spite and
tyranny, Pharaoh and his hosts followed them until they drowned. Pharaoh said, “I believe there is no god but He in whom the Children of Israel
believe, and I submit to Him.”
10:91 “Yes now, but just a little while before you were rebellious and one
of the wrongdoers. But this day We will rescue you and your body so that
you may be a sign to those who will come after you, but truly, most men
disregard Our signs.”
10:93 We settled the Children of Israel in a beautiful home and provided them with good things, but they fell into disagreements when the
knowledge (the Law) came to them. The Lord will decide between them on
Resurrection Day concerning their differences.
10:81

Mohammed is the final prophet and the Koran is pure and perfect,
whereas the Jewish and Christian scripture have been corrupted. Jews
and Christians must submit to Islam. The Koran continues and perfects
the Scriptures.
Yet when the truth came to them [the Meccans] from Us they said,
“Why is he not given what was given to Moses?” Did they not reject what
was given to Moses? They said, “Two works of sorcery [the Torah and the
Koran] that helped each other, and we disbelieve them both.”
28:48
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Say: Then bring a Book from Allah that will be a better guide than
this so I may follow it if you speak the truth. If they do not answer you,
then know that they are following their own lusts. Who is more widely
astray than he who follows his own desires without guidance from Allah?
Allah does not guide the wicked. And now We have caused our word to
reach them so they may be warned. Those [some of the Jews] to whom We
gave the Scriptures before do believe in it [the Koran]. When it is recited to
them they say, “We believe in it for it is the truth from Our Lord. We were
Muslims before it came.”
28:54 They will receive their reward twice because they suffered with patience, repelled evil with good, and gave to charity out of that which We
provided them.
28:49

It is Islam that defines the Jews and Christians.
45:16 Long ago we gave to the Children of Israel the Torah and the wisdom

and the gift of prophecy, and We provided them with the good things. We
favored them over all nations. We gave them clear commandments, but
after they received knowledge, they began to differ amongst themselves because of envy. Your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Reckoning
concerning these issues which separated them.

And among the people of Moses there is a certain number who
guide others with truth and establish justice. And We divided them into
twelve tribes, or nations, and We inspired Moses when the people asked
for drink, saying, “Strike the rock with thy staff,” and from there gushed
twelve springs, and each tribe knew its own place for water. We gave them
clouds to shade them, and sent manna [food from heaven] and the quails
to them. “Eat the good things We have provided you.” They did no harm to
Us, but they did injure themselves [when they stored the manna instead of
trusting that more would be furnished the next day].
7:161 When it was said to them.. “Live in this town and eat wherever you
wish and speak with humility and enter the gate in humility. We will forgive your wrongs, and We will give more to those who do good.” But those
who did wrong among them changed that word [the Jews made a pun and
changed hittat, absolution, to habbat, corn] into another that had been
told to them, so We sent them a plague for their wrongdoings.
7:163 Ask them about the town that stood by the sea, how the Jews broke
the Sabbath. Their fish came to them on their Sabbath day appearing on
the surface of the water. But during the work week there were no fish to
catch. So We made a trial of them for they were evildoers. And when some
of them said, “Why do you preach to those whom Allah is about to destroy
or chastise with awful doom?” They said, “To do our duty for the Lord so
that they may be able to ward off evil.”
7:159
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7:165 When they

disregarded the warnings that had been given to them
[not to work on the Sabbath], We rescued those who had forbidden
wrongdoing, and We punished the wrongdoers for their transgressions.
But when they persisted in what they had been forbidden, We said to
them, “Be as apes, despised and loathed.” [The Jews were changed into
apes.]
7:167 Then the Lord declared that until Resurrection Day, He would use
others to punish the Jews, for the Lord is quick to punish, and most surely
is He forgiving and merciful. And We sent them out on the land as separate
nations. Some of them were righteous and some were not. We have tried
them with prosperity and adversity in order that they might return to Us.
7:169 After them came an evil generation. They inherited the Scriptures
[the Torah], but they chose the pleasures of this world saying, “Everything
will be forgiven us.” If similar vanities came to them again, they would
seize them again. But did they not accept a promise through the Scripture
that they would not speak anything of Allah but the truth? And they have
studied what is in the Book [Koran], but the home in the hereafter is for
those who fear Allah. Do you not understand? And for those who keep
the Scriptures and keep regular prayer, We will not waste the reward of
the righteous. When We shook the mountain over them, as if it were a
covering, and they thought it was going to fall on them, We said “Hold fast
to what We have given you, and remember what is in it so you may guard
against evil.”

The Koran mentions a Jew who converted to Islam.
46:4 What are you thinking when you worship other gods? Show me which

part of earth or heaven they created. Bring me their revelations if you are
telling the truth. And who is more mistaken than he who calls on gods who
will have no answers until the Resurrection? And on Judgment Day he will
become enemies with them [his false gods] and deny that he worshipped
them.
46:7 And when We clearly reveal the truth to the unbelievers, they say it is
surely magic and sorcery. Or they say “He has invented it.” Say: If I have
invented it, then you will obtain not one blessing for me from Allah. He
knows what is between me and you, and He is forgiving and merciful.
46:9 I am not Allah’s first messenger, nor do I know what He will do with
me and you. I follow what is revealed to me through inspiration, and my
charge is to warn you [the Meccans]. What do you think? This Scripture
is from Allah, and you reject it, and a witness [a Jew, bin Salama] from
the Children of Israel testifies that he has seen earlier scripture like it and
believes it, while you proudly show scorn. Surely, Allah does not guide the
unjust.
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But the unbelievers say, “If the believers’ scriptures were true, we
would have had them first.” And they refuse the scriptures; they say they
are a legend, a lie.
46:12 Before this Book [the Koran] was the book of Moses, a rule and a
mercy. This book confirms in Arabic the warning to the unjust and the
good tidings to the just.
46:11

I272 Mohammed continued to preach Islam and condemn the old Arabic religions. There were those of the Quraysh who defended their culture
and religion and argued with him. Mohammed called them mockers and
cursed one of them, “Oh Allah, blind him and kill his son.” The Koran
records the Meccan’s resistance as plots and schemes.

So We have placed wicked ringleaders in every city to scheme there,
but they only plot against themselves, and they do not realize it. And when
a sign comes to them they say, “We will not believe until we receive one like
those that Allah’s messengers received.” Allah knows best where to place His
message. The unbelievers will be disgraced when they receive their punishment for their scheming.
6:125 For those whom Allah intends to guide, He will open their hearts
to Islam. But for those whom He intends to mislead, He will make their
hearts closed and hard, as though they had to climb up to the heavens.
Thus does Allah penalize the unbelievers. And this is the right way of your
Lord. We have detailed Our signs for those who will listen and see. They
shall have an abode of peace with their Lord. He will be their protecting
friend because of their works.
6:128 One day He will gather them all together and say, “Oh, jinns, you
took away a great part of mankind.” And their friends among men will
say, “Oh, Lord, some of us profited by others, but we have arrived at our
appointed term, which You had set for us.” He will say, “The Fire is your
home where you will abide forever, as long as Allah wills.” The Lord is wise
and knowing. So We let the wrongdoers turn to each other because of their
works.
6:130 Oh, race of jinn and mankind, were there not messengers among you
giving you my warning of the meeting of this your day? They shall say,
“We testify against ourselves.” This world’s life deceived them, and they will
testify against themselves that they were unbelievers.
6:131 The messengers were sent because the Lord would not destroy the
unbelievers’ cities until they were warned of their negligence.
6:124

It is Allah Who created you from a single person [Adam] and Who
brought forth his wife that he might dwell with her. When they are united,
she carries a light burden, which goes unnoticed until it becomes heavy.
Then they cry to Allah saying, “If You give us a goodly child we vow we will
be forever grateful.”
7:189
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Yet when Allah gives them a goodly child, they praise idols for what
Allah has given to them. Allah is exalted above the idols they prefer to
Him. Do they truly venerate others who create nothing, while they themselves were created by Him? These others can give no aid nor can they help
themselves. If you call them to guidance, they will not obey. It is the same
whether you call them or keep silent.
7:194 Those you call on besides Allah are His servants like you are. Call on
them then, and let them answer you if you are truthful. Do they have feet
to walk with? Do they have hands to hold with? Do they have eyes to see
with? Do they have ears to hear with? Say: Call on these god-partners of
yours. Then plot against me. Do not delay. My Lord is Allah who revealed
the Scripture. He befriends the good. Whoever you call on besides Allah is
not able to help you nor can they help themselves. If you call them to guidance, they will not hear you. You see them look towards you, but they do
not see. Keep to forgiveness, command what is right, and turn away from
the ignorant. And if a suggestion from Satan afflicts you, seek refuge with
Allah. He hears and knows all things. Those who guard against evil when
thoughts from Satan assault them remember Allah’s guidance, and they
see clearly. Their brethren plunge them deeper in error and do not cease
in their efforts.
7:203 If you do not bring a revelation, they [the Meccans] say, “Why do
you not have one?” Say: I only follow that which is inspired by my Lord
These are clear proofs from your Lord and guidance and mercy for those
who have faith. And when the Koran is read, listen to it with attention
and hold your peace that mercy may be shown to you. Remember the Lord
humbly within yourself in a low voice in the mornings and the evenings
[prayer]. Do not be one of the neglectful ones. Those who are with the Lord
are not too proud to serve Him. They celebrate His praises and prostrate
themselves before Him.
7:190

The Meccans keep saying that if Mohammed were right about the Judgment Day, then let them see it, now.
It is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth and everything in
between in six days before ascending His throne. You have no one besides
Allah to protect you. Will you not think about this? He governs all things
in the heavens and on earth. At the end of this world, all things will return
to Him on a day that will seem to last a thousand years.
32:6 This is He Who knows all things—seen and unseen. He is mighty and
merciful and has created all good things. He began creating man from clay
then made his seed from a worthless fluid. He shaped him and breathed his
Spirit into him and gave him the senses of sight, sound, and understanding. Small thanks do you give.
32:4
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32:10 And they say, “What? When we have been buried in the ground, shall

we really be resurrected?” Yes, but they deny that they will meet their Lord.
Say: The angel of death has been put in charge of you and will take your
lives. You will be returned to your Lord. If you could only see when the
wicked shall hang their heads before their Lord, and say, “Lord, We have
seen and heard. Return us to life. We will act righteously because now we
are convinced.”
32:13 If We had wished, We could have given guidance to every soul. My
word will come true: “I will fill Hell with jinns and men together. So taste
the evil of your deeds. You forgot that you would have a meeting on Judgment Day. We will forget you. Taste the eternal punishment because of
your actions.
32:15 Only they believe in Our signs, who, when they are recited to them,
fall down in adoration and celebrate the praises of their Lord, and they are
not scornful. They shun their beds to pray to their Lord in fear and hope,
and spend charitably from what We have given them.
32:17 No soul knows the hidden delights that are reserved for the righteous.
There is a reward for their good deeds. Is the man who believes no better
than the man who does not believe? They are not the same. As a reward
for their behavior there are Gardens of repose waiting for those who believe
and do good works.
32:20 The wicked will live in the Fire. Whenever they try to leave, they shall
be forced back, and it will be said to them, “Taste the torment of the Fire,
that you used to deny.” Certainly, We will cause them to taste the lesser
penalty in this life before tasting the supreme penalty so that they may
repent and return. And who is more wrong than he who is reminded of the
signs of his Lord and who then turns away from them? We will certainly
punish the guilty.

And if Mohammed were actually a prophet, why not show them something other than words. Why not do a miracle?
13:27 The unbelievers say: Why does his Lord not send a sign down to him?

Say: Allah will truly mislead whom he chooses and will guide to Himself
those who turn to Him. They believe and their hearts find rest in remembering Allah. Without a doubt all hearts find rest in the remembrance of
Allah. Those who believe and do what is right will be blessed and find joy
in the end.
13:30 Therefore, We have sent you to a nation before which other nations
have passed away so that you may recite Our revelations to them. Nevertheless they deny the merciful Allah. Say: He is my Lord; there is no god but
Him. I put my trust in Him, and to Him I will return.
13:31 If there were a Koran that could move mountains, tear the earth
apart, or make the dead speak, this would be it! Allah is in command of all
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things! Do the believers not know that if it had been Allah’s will, He could
have guided all the people? Disaster will never cease to afflict the unbelievers for their wrongful deeds or to come into their homes until Allah’s will is
fulfilled. Allah will not fail to keep His promise.
13:32 Many messengers who came before you were mocked. For a long time
We allowed the unbelievers to go unpunished, but finally We punished
them. Then how terrible was Our punishment!
13:33 Who is it that watches over every soul and knows all its actions? And
yet they worship gods other than Allah. Say: Then name them! Would you
inform Him of something on the earth that is unknown to Him? Or are
these merely meaningless words? Certainly, their lies seem to make sense
to the unbelievers because they are kept from the right path. No one can
help those whom Allah has sent astray. They will receive punishment in
this life, but what is worse is their punishment in the life to come, and they
will have no protector against Allah.
13:35 Paradise is promised to those who fear Allah. It is a land watered by
flowing rivers where food is plentiful and shade is perpetual. This is the
reward for those who fear Allah. But the end of the unbelievers is the Fire.
And those to whom We have given the Scriptures [Jews] rejoice in what
has been revealed to you, although some groups among you deny a part
of it. Say: I am commanded to worship Allah alone and not to regard any
as His equal. I call on Him, and to Him I will return. Therefore, We have
revealed this judgment of authority in Arabic. If you were to follow their
desires after having received this knowledge, then you would find neither a
guardian nor a defender in Allah.
13:38 Messengers were sent before you and were given wives and children,
but none of them was able to perform a miracle without the permission of
Allah. For every time period there is a Book revealed. Allah will destroy
and build up what He pleases for He is the source of revelation.
13:40 Whether We allow you to see the fulfillment of part of our threats
or We cause you to die before it takes place, your part is only to spread
the message while it is Our part to give out the punishment. Do they not
recognize that We take control of their lands and invade its diminishing
borders? When Allah makes a decree, nothing can be done to change it,
and He is quick at His reckoning. Those who lived before them devised
plots as well, but Allah is the master of all plotting. He knows every soul.
The unbelievers will come to know for whom the heavenly home is destined. The unbelievers will say, “You are not a messenger of Allah.” Say:
Allah and whoever has knowledge of the Scriptures is a sufficient witness
between you and me.

If Judgment Day were to come, then the Meccans asked Mohammed to tell
Allah to bring it here this day and prove Mohammed was a true prophet.
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Allah created the heavens and the earth in truth. This is a sign to
those who believe.
29:47 So it is that We have sent down the Book [Koran] to you [Mohammed]. Those [the Jews] to whom We have given the Book of the law believe
in it, and some other Arabians there believe in it. None, save the unbelievers, reject our signs.
29:48 You [Mohammed] were not a reader of the Scripture before this book
came, nor did you write one with your right hand. Then the critics could
have treated it as a vain thing and doubted it. But it is a clear sign in the
hearts of those whom knowledge has reached. None but the unjust reject
Our signs. They say, “Why are the signs not sent down to him from his
Lord?” Say: The signs are in the power of Allah alone. I am only a plain
warner. Is it not enough for them that We have revealed to you the Book
to be recited to them? This is a mercy and a warning to those who believe.
Say: Allah is witness enough between me and you. He knows all that is in
the heavens and the earth. Those who believe in the falsehood and reject
Allah—these will be the lost ones.
29:53 They will challenge you to hasten the punishment. If there had not
been a season fixed for it, the punishment would have already come upon
them. It will come on them suddenly when they are not looking for it. They
will ask you to hasten the punishment, but Hell will encompass the unbelievers. One day the punishment shall wrap around them, both from above
them and from below them, and Allah will say, “Taste your own doings.”
29:56 Oh, My servants who believe, My earth is vast; therefore, serve Me.
Every soul will have a taste of death. Then to Us you will return. Those who
believe and serve righteousness, We will house in Gardens with palaces,
beneath which the rivers flow. They will abide there forever. How good the
reward of the workers, those who patiently endure and put their trust in
their Lord.
29:44

7:179 We have created many of the jinn and men for Hell. They have hearts

with which they cannot understand, eyes with which they cannot see, and
ears with which they cannot hear. They are like cattle—no, even worse, for
they are neglectful.
7:180 The most beautiful names belong to Allah. So call Him by them, and
avoid those who use His name profanely for they will suffer for what they
do.
7:181 Among those whom We have created are a people who guide others
with truth and do justice. As for those who reject Our signs as lies, We
draw them to destruction in ways they will not see. They have been granted a delay, but My scheme is certain. Have they not considered that their
companion [Mohammed] is not mad? He is only a plain warner. Have
they not considered the kingdoms of heaven and of the earth and all the
things that Allah created? Do they not see that their own term may be

85

AN ABRIDGED KORAN

drawing near? What message will they believe after this? If you are rejected
from the guidance of Allah, you will have no other guide. He leaves them
to wander blindly in distraction.
7:187 They will ask you [Mohammed] about the fixed time of the final
Hour. Say: That knowledge is only with my Lord. He alone will reveal it at
its proper time. It weighs heavily on jinns and men. It will suddenly come
to you. Say: The knowledge of it is only with Allah. Most men do not know.
7:188 Say: I have no power over any good or harm to myself except as Allah
wills. If I had knowledge of his secrets, I would multiply the good, and evil
would not touch me. I am only a warner, a bearer of glad tidings to those
who believe.

And after Judgment Day comes Paradise and Hell.
Oh, children of Adam, if messengers come to you from among yourselves relating My signs to you, then those who refrain from evil and
mend their ways will have no fear or grieving. But they who reject Our
signs and scorn them will be companions of the Fire and will abide there
forever.
7:37 Who does greater wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah or
rejects His signs? To them shall a portion here below be assigned in accordance with the Book of our decrees until the time when our messengers
arrive to take their souls and say, “Where are they whom you used to call
beside Allah?” They will say, “They are gone from us.” And they will testify
against themselves that they were unbelievers.
7:38 He shall say, “Enter into the company of those who passed before
you into the Fire, the generations of jinn and men. Every time a fresh
generation enters, it will curse its sister peoples until all have followed
each other into the Fire, and the last comers will say to the former, ‘Oh,
our Lord, these are the ones who led us astray. Give them a double
torment of Fire.’” He will say, “You all will have double,” but you do not
understand this.
7:39 And the former of them will say to the latter, “You have no advantage over us, so taste the punishment that you earned.” There will be no
openings at the gates of heaven for those who have rejected Our signs and
scorned them nor will they enter Paradise until the camel passes through
the eye of the needle. This is Our reward to the guilty. They will make their
bed in Hell, and sheets of Fire will cover them. This is how we will reward
the evildoers.
7:42 But as for those who believe and do good works, no burden do We
place on any soul but that which it can bear. They are the rightful owners of
the Garden and will dwell there forever. And We will remove whatever ill
feeling is in their bosoms. Rivers will roll beneath them, and they will say,
“Praise to Allah who guided us here. We would never have been guided if
7:35
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it had not been for Allah. The messengers of the Lord truly brought us the
truth.” And they will hear the cry, “This is Paradise. You inherit it for your
righteous deeds.” And the dwellers of Paradise shall cry to the dwellers of
the Fire, “We have found the promise of our Lord to be true. Have you also
found what your Lord promised you to be true?” They shall answer, “Yes,”
and a herald shall proclaim between them, “The curse of Allah is on the
evildoers.”
7:45 Whoever would turn men from the path of Allah and seek to make it
crooked, they were those who did not believe in the life to come. Between
them is a veil, and on the Heights are men [men whose good and bad deeds
balance each other] who know all by their markings [the men of Hell will
have blackened faces and those of Paradise will have white shining faces],
and they shall cry to the inmates of Paradise, “Peace be to you,” but they
will not enter, though they will hope. And when their eyes are turned towards the inmates of the Fire, they shall say, “Oh, our Lord, do not send
us to the place of the wrongdoers.” And the men on the Heights will cry to
those whom they will know by their markings [darkened faces], “How did
you profit from your wealth and your pride?” [Turning to the blessed, the
men on the Heights say:] “Are not these the men to whom you swore Allah
would show no mercy? Enter Paradise. You will have no fear, nor grief.”
7:50 The dwellers of the Fire will cry to the dwellers of Paradise, “Pour some
of the water on us or anything that Allah gives you.” They shall say, “Allah
forbids these things to unbelievers.” For those who made their religion a
sport and pastime and who were deceived by the life of the world, this will
be the day We forget them as they forgot the meeting of this day and as they
did deny Our signs. We have brought them the Book, which We explained
in detail as a guide and a mercy to all who believe.
7:53 Are they waiting for its fulfillment [the Koran’s promises of rewards
and punishments]? On this day those who disregarded it will say, “The
Messengers of our Lord did bring the truth. Do we have any intercessor
to intercede for us, or could we return to life on earth? Then we could act
differently than we have acted.” But they have lost their souls, and the gods
of their own devising have fled from them.

The Koran records the actual quotes of Mohammed’s opponents.
The unbelievers say, “The Hour will never come on us.” Say: By my
Lord, it will surely come on you. He knows the unseen, and not the smallest
atom in heaven or earth escapes him nor anything smaller or larger, but it
is clearly in the book [of deeds].”
34:4 Allah will reward those who believe and do good things with a pardon
and rich reward for them. For those who strive against Our signs, there
will be a penalty, a painful doom of wrath. And those to whom knowledge
34:3
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has been given will see that what has been sent from the Lord is the truth,
and that it leads to the path of the mighty, the praised.
34:7 The unbelievers say, “Should we show you a man who will tell you
that when you are scattered in dust with the most complete disintegration,
you will be created anew? He has invented a lie about Allah, or is a jinn
[a creature made of fire who can help or hurt humans] in him?” No, those
who do not believe in the next life are doomed by their mistakes. Do they
not consider what is before them and behind them in heaven and earth?
If We desired, We could cause the earth to swallow them up or cause the
sky to fall on them. There is a Sign in this for every servant who returns
to Allah.

Mohammed continued to tell about older Arabian cultures that had refused to listen to their prophets. In every case, Allah smote them with a
terrible scourge.
The Book brings good news and a warning. Still, most of them will
turn away and not hear. They say, “Our hearts are concealed under veils
from your teachings. We are deaf and there is a barrier between us and
you. Do what you wish. We will do as We wish.”
41:6 Say: I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me that your
Allah is the only god. Go straight to Him and ask His forgiveness. Woe to
those who join gods with Allah, those who do not pay the poor tax, and
those who do not believe in the afterlife. As for those who believe and do
the right things, they will have a never ending reward.
41:9 Say: Do you really deny Him Who created the world in two days, and
do you believe He has equals with Him? He is the Lord of all the worlds.
In four days He placed the towering, strong mountains upon the earth. He
blessed it and placed food throughout to meet the needs of everyone. He
then turned His attention to heaven which was a vapor, and said to it and
the earth, “Both of you come, either willingly or unwillingly.” They both
said, “We will come willingly.” So in two days He created the seven heavens, and He assigned to each heaven its mandate. He adorned the lower
heaven with stars and left it guarded. That was the decree of the mighty,
the all-knowing.
41:13 But if they turn away, say to them, “I have warned you of a disaster
like the scourge that punished Ad [Ad lay on an old trade route north of
Mecca. It was abandoned in Mohammed’s day] and Thamud [the people
of a ruined Nabatean city near Medina].”
41:14 When their messengers came from all directions saying, “Serve only
Allah,” they answered, “If our Lord had wished, He would have sent angels
down to us, so we do not believe the message you carry.”
41:15 As for the people of Ad, they were unjustly arrogant throughout the
land, and they said, “Who has more power than us?” Could they not see
41:3
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that Allah, Who created them, was more powerful than themselves? Still,
they continued to reject Our signs! So we sent a furious wind against them
during days of disaster so that We might make them taste the penalty of
disgrace in this life. The penalty of the afterlife will be even more disgraceful. They will not be helped.
41:17 We showed the people of Thamud [the people of a ruined Nabatean
city near Medina] the right way, but they preferred blindness to guidance.
So the scourge of humiliation overtook them because that was what they
earned. However, We saved those who believed and acted righteously. On
the day when the enemies of Allah are gathered to face the Fire, they will be
marched together in groups. When they reach the Fire, their ears, eyes, and
skin will bear witness against them for what they have done.
41:21 They will say to their skins, “Why do you testify against us?” And
their reply will be, “Allah, Who has given speech to all things, has made
us speak. He created you originally, and you will be returned to Him. You
did not try to hide yourselves so that your ears, eyes, and skins could testify
against you. You thought that Allah was unaware of most of the things
that you did. But this evil thought of yours [that there are other gods] has
brought you to destruction, and now you are one of the lost.”
41:24 And though they are resigned, the Fire will still be their home. If they
ask for goodwill, they will not receive it. We have given them companions
in this world who made their present and past seem good to them. They
deserve the fate of the past generations of jinns and men. They are certainly
losers.
I272 One day Mohammed stood with the angel, Gabriel, as the Quraysh
performed the rituals of their religion. Among them were the leaders
who defended their native culture and religion and opposed Mohammed. When the first leader passed by Gabriel, Gabriel threw a leaf in his
face and blinded him. Gabriel then caused the second one to get dropsy
which killed him. The third man Gabriel caused him to develop an infection which killed him. The fourth man was caused later to step on
a thorn which killed him. Gabriel killed the last man who dared not to
worship Allah with a brain disease.

MOHAMMED’S PROTECTOR AND WIFE BOTH DIE

Mohammed’s protector was his uncle, Abu Talib. When Abu Talib
fell ill, some of the leaders of the Quraysh came to his bedside. They said
to him, “You are one of our leaders and are near dying. Why don’t you call
Mohammed and let’s see if we can’t work out some solution to the pain
and division in our tribe? Why doesn’t he leave us alone, not bother us and
we will not bother him? We will have our religion and he can have his.”
I278
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I278 So Abu Talib called Mohammed to his side. “Nephew, these men
have come so that you can give them something and they can give you
something.” Mohammed said, “If they will give me one word, they can
rule the Persians and the Arabs. And they must accept Allah as their Lord
and renounce their gods.”
I278 The Quraysh said, “He will give us no agreement. Let Allah judge
between us.” And they left.
I278 Mohammed turned his attention to his dying uncle. He asked him
to become a Muslim and then Mohammed could intercede for him on
judgment day. His uncle told him, “The Quraysh would say that I only
accept Islam because I fear death. But I should say it just to give you pleasure.” He drifted off, but as he died, his lips moved. His brother put his
head close to Abu Talib and listened. He then said, “Nephew, my brother
said what you wished him to say.” Mohammed’s reply was, “I did not hear
him.” Mohammed left.
Abu Talib had taken the orphan Mohammed into his home and raised
him. He took Mohammed on caravan trading missions to Syria and taught
him how to be a businessman. Abu Talib was the clan chief who protected
Mohammed’s life when the rest of Mecca wanted to harm him. Abu Talib
was Mohammed’s life and security, but he was damned to Hell, he was not
a Muslim and no amount of friendship could prevent that.
After Abu Talib’s death, the pressure on Mohammed was greater. It
reached the point where one of the Quraysh threw dust at Mohammed.
This was the worst that happened.
The death of his wife had no political effect, but it was a blow to Mohammed. His wife was his chief confidant, and she consoled him.

MARRIAGE
M1131 About three months after the death of Khadija Mohammed mar-

ried Sauda, a widow and a Muslim.
M113 Abu Bakr had a daughter, Aisha, who was six years old. Soon
after marrying Sauda Mohammed was betrothed to Aisha, who was to
become his favorite wife. The consummation would not take place until
she turned nine.

1.

The reference is to Muir’s Life of Mohammed
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Aisha reported Mohammed having said: I saw you
in a dream for three nights when an angel brought you to me in a
silk cloth and he said: Here is your wife, and when I removed (the
cloth) from your face, lo, it was yourself, so I said: If this is from
Allah, let Him carry it out.
M031, 59772

2.

An M reference with a comma is to Muslim’s Hadith, Sahih Muslim
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24:52 It is such as obey Allah and His Apostle, and fear

Allah and do right, that will win (in the end).

With Abu Talib’s death, Mohammed needed political allies. Mohammed went to the city of Taif, about fifty miles away, with one servant.
In Taif he met with three brothers who were politically powerful. Mohammed called them to Islam and asked them to help him in his struggles with
those who would defend their native religions.
I279 One brother said that if Mohammed were the representative of
Allah, then the brother would go and rip off the covering of the Kabah,
Allah’s shrine.
I279 The second brother said, “Couldn’t Allah have found someone better than Mohammed to be a prophet?”
I279 The third brother said, “Don’t let me even speak to you. If you are
the prophet of Allah as you say you are, then you are too important for me
to speak with. And if you are not, then you are lying. And it is not right to
speak with liars.”
I280 Since they could not agree, Mohammed asked them to keep their
meeting private. But Taif was a small town and within days everyone knew
of Mohammed’s presence. Taif was a very religious town in the old ways of
the Arabs. Mohammed kept condemning them and their kind, until one
day a mob gathered and drove him out of town, pelting him with stones.
I281 Half way back to Mecca, he spent the night. When he arose for his
night prayer, the Koran says that jinns came to hear him pray.
I279

46:29 We sent a company of jinn so that they might hear the Koran. When

the reading was finished, they returned to their people with warnings. They
said, “Oh, people! We have heard a scripture sent down since the days of
Moses verifying previous scriptures, a guide to the truth and the straight
path. Oh, people! Hear the Messenger of Allah and believe Him that He
will forgive your faults and protect you from tormenting punishment.”
46:32 Those who do not respond to Allah’s messenger cannot defeat His plan
on earth, and he will have no protectors beside Him. Such men are in flagrant error. Have they not seen that Allah, who created the heavens and
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the earth and was not wearied by their creation, can give life to the dead?
Yes, He has power over all things.
46:34 On the day the unbelievers are set before the Fire and are asked, “Is
this not the truth?” they will say, “Yes, by Our Lord!” He will say, “Then
taste the punishment because you did not believe.” Then be patient, as
the messengers had patience and firmness, and do not try to hasten their
doom. When they see what has been promised them, it will be as if they had
waited but one hour. Will any perish except those who have transgressed?

The Koran speaks further about Satan:
The weighing on that day will be just [a balance will be used to weigh
the good and bad deeds of life], and those who weigh heavy in good deeds
will be happy. And those who weigh light, their souls will suffer because
they rejected Our signs.
7:10 And We have given mankind authority on earth and given you the
means for a livelihood. How little are the thanks you give. We created you,
then fashioned you, then said to the angels, “Fall prostrate to Adam, and
they obeyed in worship, save Iblis. He refused to fall prostrate.”
7:12 Allah said, “What prevented you from prostrating in worship when I
asked?” Iblis said, “I am nobler than Adam and You created me from fire,
while You created him from clay.”
7:13 Allah said, “Then go down from here. Paradise is no place for pride.
Get out! You are of the degraded ones.”
7:14 He said, “Give me a reprieve until the day when mankind will be
raised from the dead.”
7:15 Allah said, “You will be of the reprieved.”
7:16 He [Satan] said, “Because you have thrown me out, I will lie in wait
for them in your straight path. Then I will assault them from before and
from behind, and from their right hand and from their left, and You will
not find most of them to be thankful.”
7:18 Allah said, “Get out of here, disgraced and banished! If any of them
follow you, I will fill Hell with you all.”
7:19 “Oh, Adam! You and your wife will dwell in Paradise and eat where
you will, but do not come to this tree, or you will become one of the
wrongdoers.”
7:20 Then Satan whispered to them, telling them of their hidden and evil
inclinations. He said, “Your Lord has forbidden you from this tree fearing
that you might become angels or one of the immortals.” And he swore to
both of them, “I am a friend to you.” So he used deceit to cause their fall,
and when they had tasted of the tree, they knew their shame and began to
hide themselves sewing together leaves of the garden for clothing. And their
Lord called to them, “Did I not forbid you this tree, and did I not say to
you, ‘Satan is your open enemy’?”
7:8
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They said, “Oh, our Lord! We have wronged ourselves; if you will not
forgive us and have mercy on us, we will surely be lost.”
7:24 Allah said, “Get out. Your descendants will be enemies of each other.
Earth will be home and your livelihood for a time. There you will live,
there you will die, and from there you will be raised.”
7:23

PREACHING BACK IN MECCA
I282 When the fairs returned to Mecca, Mohammed went out to
the crowd of visitors and told them he was the prophet of Allah and
brought them the Koran. They should abandon their ancient religions
and follow him.

If Allah wished, He could make mankind one nation, but He causes
some to err and some to be guided as he pleases. You will certainly be questioned about what you did.
16:94 Do not use your oaths to practice deceit between you or a foot that
was firmly planted may slip, and you might have to taste the evil consequences of having kept men from the path of Allah. A terrible punishment
would befall you. Do not exchange the covenant of Allah for a small price.
What Allah gives is better for you if you only knew it.
16:96 The things you have are temporary while what Allah has is eternal.
Truly, We will give to those who are patient a reward that corresponds with
their best actions. Whoever does good, whether male or female, and believes, We will certainly give a happy life, and We will certainly give them
their reward for the best of their actions.
16:116 Do not say while describing something, “This is lawful, and this is
forbidden,” in order to invent a lie against Allah. Those who invent lies
against Allah will never prosper. Such lies may bring a momentary pleasure, but they will certainly have a painful punishment. The things which
We have mentioned to you before are also forbidden to the Jews. We did
them no injustice; they were unjust to themselves. Your Lord is forgiving
and merciful toward those who do wrong in ignorance but who later repent and make amends.
16:120 Abraham was an example of someone who was obedient to Allah,
upright, and who did not worship others besides Allah. He was grateful for
Allah’s favors. Allah had chosen him and guided him on the right path. We
gave him good in this world. In the afterlife, he will be among the righteous.
16:123 We revealed to you this message, “Follow the ways of Abraham, the
upright. He did not worship false gods alongside Allah.
16:124 The Sabbath was commanded only for those who disagreed about it.
Allah will judge between them on Judgment Day about their differences.
16:125 Use your wisdom and beautiful preaching to call everyone to the way
of your Lord. Reason with them in the best way that you can. Surely your
16:93
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Lord knows best who strays from His path and who follows the right way.
If you make reprisals, then punish in the same manner in which you were
afflicted. But if you show patience, it is the best for those who are patient.
Be patient; your patience comes from Allah. Do not grieve for them, and
do not be distressed because of their plots. Allah is with those who guard
against evil and those who do good.
He gave you a parable that relates to yourselves: Do you equally
share your wealth with any slave you own? Would you fear your slave
as you would fear a free man? This is how We explain Our signs to those
who understand. No, you do not. The wicked, without knowledge, pursue
their base desires. But who can guide those whom Allah has allowed to go
astray? There will be no one to help them.
30:30 Set your resolve as a true convert to the religion that Allah has created, and for which He has created man. Allah’s creation cannot be changed.
This is the right religion, but most people do not know. Turn to Him in
repentance; observe your prayers; and do not be one of those who join other gods with Allah, those who split up their religion into sects, and where
every division rejoices in its own tenets.
30:33 When men are touched by troubles, they turn to their Lord and pray
to Him: but when He has given them a taste of His mercy, suddenly some
of them begin to worship other gods, as if to show their ingratitude for the
favors that We have shown them. Enjoy yourselves for a little while. In the
end you will know how foolish you have been. Have We given them any
evidence that says that there are other gods that may be worshiped along
with Allah?
30:36 When We give men a taste of mercy they rejoice, but if evil comes to
them as a result of their actions, they despair. Do they not see that Allah
gives generously or sparingly to whomever He chooses? Truly, there are
signs here for those who believe.
30:28

11:111 And truly your Lord will repay everyone according to their deeds for

He is well aware of what they do.
11:112 Continue on the right path as you have been commanded—you and
those who have turned to Allah with you—and do no wrong. He knows
what you do. Do not depend on the evildoers for fear that the Fire will
seize you. You have no protector beside Allah, and you will not be helped
against Him. Observe prayer at early morning, at the close of the day, and
at the approach of night, for good deeds drive away evil deeds. This is a
warning for the mindful. Be patient, for Allah will not let the reward of the
righteous perish.
11:116 Why were there not men with virtue, who were not corrupt, in the
generations before you except the few whom we saved from harm? The
evildoers enjoyed the selfish pleasures of earthly life, and became sinners.
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Your Lord would not destroy cities unjustly while its people were doing
right.
11:118 If the Lord pleased, He could have made mankind of one nation, but
only those to whom your Lord has granted His mercy will cease to differ.
For this He created them, for the word of your Lord will be fulfilled: “I will
completely fill Hell with jinn and men together.”
11:120 All that We relate to you of the stories of these messengers is to make
your heart firm. The truth has reached you through them, and this is the
truth, a warning, and a reminder to those who believe.
11:121 To those who do not believe say, “Do whatever you can. We will do
our part. Wait. We too will wait.”
11:123 To Allah belong the secrets of the heavens and earth, and all things
return to Him, so worship Him and put your trust in Him. Your Lord is not
unmindful of your doings.

Mohammed spoke of the greatness of Allah to the Meccans and the
visitors.
Allah sends rain down from the clouds and with it gives life to the
earth. Truly there is a sign here for people who will listen. In cattle there is
a lesson to you. We give you pure milk; it is easy and tasty for those who
drink it. From the fruit of the date-palm and the grapevine, you obtain
things to drink and eat. Truly, there is a sign here for people who are wise.
16:68 Your Lord taught the bee to make hives in the mountains, in trees,
and in buildings. They feed on fruits and submissively follow Allah’s path.
Honey comes from their bellies which is therapeutic for mankind. Truly,
there is a sign here for people who reflect.
16:70 Allah creates you and causes you to die, and some of you will be
brought back to the worst part of life so that after attaining knowledge,
they do not know anything. Allah is knowing and powerful.
16:71 Allah has given more of His gifts of material things to some rather
than others. In the same manner, those who have more do not give an
equal share to their slaves so that they would share equally. Would they
then deny the favors of Allah?
16:72 Allah has given you wives from among your own people and sons and
grandsons from your wives. He has given you many good things. Do they
believe in lies and deny the grace of Allah? The others they worship besides
Allah do not have the ability to provide anything in the heavens and the
earth and have no power at all. Do not make likenesses of what you think
Allah looks like. Allah knows and you do not.
16:75 Allah gives you a parable. One man is a slave to another; he has no
power. Another man has received many favors from Allah, and he spends
from his wealth secretly and openly. Are the two men equal? Praise be to
Allah. However, most do not understand. Allah gives another parable of
16:65
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two men. One man is dumb with no power. He is a tiresome burden to his
master; no good comes from anything he is directed to do. Is he equal to the
man who commands justice and walks the right path?
16:77 The mysteries of the heavens and the earth belong to Allah. The decision of the Hour of Judgment is as fast as the blink of an eye or even
quicker. Allah has power over all things. Allah has brought you from your
mother’s womb knowing nothing and has given you hearing, sight, intelligence, and emotions so that you may give thanks.
16:79 Do they not look at the birds poised in mid-air? Nothing holds them
up except Allah. Truly there are signs here for people who believe.
16:80 Allah has given you houses to live in and has given you the hides of
animals so you may make tents, which you may carry with you on journeys. And He has given you their wool, fur, and hair, which you make
useful and comfortable things from.
16:81 Allah has given you shelter from the sun and has given you mountain retreats and garments that ward off the cold and armor that protects
against violence. He does this to complete his favor to you so that you may
submit to His Will.
42:1 HA. MIM. AIN. SIN. KAF.

Allah sends inspiration to you as He did to
those before you. He is mighty and wise. All that is in the heavens and all
that is in the earth is His. He is the High, the Great.
42:5 The heavens are almost split apart while the angels celebrate praise of
their Lord and ask forgiveness for those on earth. Allah is indulgent and
merciful. But those who take protectors besides Him—Allah watches them,
but you have no charge over them.
42:7 So We have revealed to you an Arabic Koran so that you may warn the
mother-city [Mecca] and all around it, and warn them of that day of the
gathering, of which there is no doubt, when some will be in Paradise and
some in the Flame.
42:8 If Allah had desired, He could have made them one people and of one
creed, but He brings whom He will into His mercy. As for the evildoers,
they will have no friend or helper. Have they taken other patrons than
Him? Allah is the protecting friend. He gives life to the dead, and He is
mighty over all things.
42:10 Whatever your differences may be, the decision rests with Allah. This
is Allah, my Lord. I trust in Him and turn to Him. He is the Creator of the
heavens and of the earth, and He gave you mates from among yourselves
and mates for cattle, too. This is how He multiplies you. There is nothing else like Him. He is the hearer and the seer. He holds the keys of the
heavens and of the earth. He gives open-handedly or He gives sparingly to
whomever He desires. He knows all things.
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I283 One of the chiefs of a visiting tribe was taken with the power of Mohammed. He said, “By Allah, if I could take this man from the Quraysh,
I could eat up the Arabs with him.” He asked Mohammed, “If I give allegiance to you and Allah gives you victory over your enemies, will we have
authority over you?” Mohammed replied that Allah gave authority where
he pleased. The chief said back, “So we protect you with our arms and lives
and you will reap the benefit! Thanks, but no thanks.”

THE BEGINNING OF POWER AND JIHAD IN MEDINA

Medina was about a ten-day journey from Mecca, but since ancient
times the Medinans had come to Mecca for the fairs. Medina was half Jewish and half Arabian, and there was an ongoing tension between the two.
The Jews worked as farmers and craftsmen and were literate. They were
the wealthy class, but their power was slowly waning. In times past the
Arabs had raided and stolen from the Jews who retaliated by saying that
one day a prophet would come and lead them to victory over the Arabs.
In spite of the tensions, the Arab tribe of Khazraj were allies with them.
I286 So when the members of the Khazraj met Mohammed, they said
among themselves, “This is the prophet the Jews spoke of. Let us join
ranks with him before the Jews do.” They became Muslims, and their tribe
was rancorous and divided. They hoped that Islam could unite them, and
soon every house in Medina had heard of Islam.
I289 The next year when the Medinan Muslims returned to Mecca, they
took an oath to Mohammed. They returned to Medina, and soon many of
Medinans submitted to Islam.
I294 At the next fair in Mecca, many of the new Muslims from Medina showed up. During the early part of the night about seventy of them
left the caravan to meet with Mohammed. He recited the Koran and said,
“I invite your allegiance on the basis that you protect me as you would
your children.” The Medinans gave their oath. After the oath, one of them
asked about their now severed ties to the Jews of Medina. If they helped
Mohammed with arms and they were successful would he go back to Mecca? Mohammed smiled and said, “No, blood is blood, and blood not to be
paid for is blood not to be paid for.” Blood revenge and its obligation were
common to them. “I will war against them that war against you and be at
peace with those at peace with you.”
I299 One of the Medinans said to those who made the pledge, “Do you
realize to what your are committing yourselves in pledging your support
to this man? It is war against all. If you think that if you lose your property
and your best are killed, and then you would give him up, then quit now.
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But if you think that you will be loyal to your oath if you lose your property and your best are killed, then take him, for it will profit you now and in
Paradise.” They asked what they would receive for their oath, Mohammed
promised them Paradise. They all shook hands on the deal.
I301 In the morning the leaders of the Quraysh came to the caravan.
They had heard that the Medinans had come to invite Mohammed to Medina and had pledged themselves to war against the Quraysh. The Quraysh
wanted no part of war with the Medinans. Those Medinans in the caravan
who were not Muslims were puzzled by all of this since they had no idea
about the pledge in the night.
The Koran is clear that the proper relationship between humanity and Allah is fear.
When trouble touches a man, he cries to his Lord and repents, yet no
sooner does He grant a favor than he forgets what he cried for and praises
other gods than Allah and misleads others from Allah’s path. Say: Enjoy
your ungratefulness for a little while for surely you will be a companion to
the Fire.
39:9 Is he equal to an unbeliever who worships devoutly in the hours of
the night, prostrate or standing in devotion, mindful of the life to come,
and hoping for the mercy of his Lord? Say: Are those who know equal
with those who do not know? Only men of understanding will take the
warning.
39:10 Say: Oh, My servants who believe, fear your Lord. For those who do
good in this world, good awaits. Allah’s earth is spacious. Those who are
patient will be rewarded in full measure.
39:11 Say: I am commanded that I serve Allah with sincere devotion. I am
commanded to be the first of those who submit. Say: If I should disobey my
Lord, I fear the penalty of a grievous day. Say: I serve Allah being sincere
in my obedience.
39:15 Worship what you will besides Him. Say: The losers will be those who
will lose their own souls and their families on the day of resurrection. Surely, this is a clear loss. They will be covered by Fire from above and below.
With this Allah stirs fear in His servants, so fear Me, My servants.
39:8

I304 Back in Medina the Muslims now practiced their new religion
openly. But most of the Arabs still practiced their ancient tribal religions.
The Muslims would desecrate the old shrines and ritual objects. They
would even break into houses and steal the ritual objects and throw them
into the latrines. On one occasion they killed a dog and tied the dog’s body
to the ritual object and thew it into the latrine.
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THE OPENING WORDS OF WAR
I313 Up to now the main tension in the division in the Quraysh tribe
over the new religion had been resolved by words. Curses and insults had
been exchanged. Mohammed condemned the ancient religion and customs on an almost daily basis. The Quraysh had mocked Mohammed and
abused lower class converts. What blood had been drawn had been in the
equivalent of a brawl. Dust had been thrown, but no real violence. No one
had died.

IMMIGRATION
I314 The Muslim Medinans had pledged Mohammed support in war
and to help the Muslims from Mecca. The Muslims in Mecca left and
went to Medina. The Muslims from both Mecca and Medina were about
to be tested.

Do men think that they will be left alone when they
say, “We believe,” and that they will not be tested? We tested those who
lived before them, so Allah will surely know who is sincere and who is false.
Do the ones who work evil think that they will escape Us? Their judgment
is evil.
29:5 Whoever hopes to meet Allah, the set time will surely come. He hears
and knows. Whoever makes efforts for the faith makes them for his own
good only. Allah is independent of His creatures. As for those who believe
and do good works, We will blot out all evil from them, and We will reward them according to their best actions.
29:8 We have commanded that men show kindness to their parents, but if
they try to make you worship others besides Me, do not obey them. You
will all return to Me, and I will tell you what you did. And those who believe and do the things that are right, We will admit them to the company
of the righteous.
29:10 Some men say, “We believe in Allah,” yet when they meet with sufferings in the cause of Allah, they regard trouble from man as if it were the
wrath of Allah. If help comes from Allah, they are sure to say, “We were
on your side!” Does Allah not know what is in the hearts of His creatures?
Yes, and Allah knows those who believe, and He well knows the hypocrites.
29:1 ELIF. LAM. MIM.
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ANATOLIA
(TURKEY)

PER SI A

SYRIA

(IRAN)

MESOPOTAMI A
(IR A Q )

ARABIA

E GYP T

AF RICA

ABYSSINIA
(E T H IO P O IA )
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